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Your follow-up wis detrimenta) tostrung-out marionettes
&nd you were ticketed for 1ow-tech gdudiness ...
Please remzin online for the entire coupling...

You will know the endingbefore...

of course without interpretationbut then this is not
something new...

I know whatyou're pinging...

You wanted touse collipsible grammay

butyou sleepwilk ...

I too would haye walked

especislly with those whiteyer they're c&lled...

I've heird you were niiled by your theripist for pithy
disclosures #nd for notbeing experimentil enough ...
Nottoworry...

The binary code &8 cracked by binary poets

isn't 311 it's craekedup tobe...

So now you're trafficking in what?...

Seyersl haye siid that you were 157ishly costumed
&nd that your charaeterizition was stop-motion

&nd thatyour gm pocticzwas of £ the charts...
Third-way scribblers haye away of rewriting

the world &s we don't know it...

Tick-tock tick-tock...
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Your institution green eyes reflect the Belz Lugosi
of your dreazms with the £1&grancy of youth

though you continue to tazke pot shots

gt clay seademicizns &nd 1esser-known wannabes ...
There's something s&d sbout that

&nd something tobe szid about that

butI'mnotsure what...

Waimzrt is &8 good &' placee &8 Zhy tostart...

Neyer trust 51abaster cockitoos
orblue-1ightspeciils or, for that matter, people
named Iridescent, or Iri, forshort...
Idid...seyerz]l times...



Trying to make the mostof it...

ButI thoughtIwas inyited for that reason...
S80I doye in...overmy hezd ...

A roomfu] of talentminusone...

The mzde-for-TV villain was the yoice

of pastiche...dancing his/her zmendments...
I'vebeen mining prose for reyvelations

since d&y one...engulfed in pretension ...
pricking Znhd choosing fromboth sides of the menwu ...
Whatmatters... is...whatmatters...

Be well, do good work, 2nd giye it rest...

3

Winked into dissolution ...

As if it would 11 come together...

As if itheld the key...

As if it could dance with & throat-singer...
Rutitdidn't...

S80I rerezd the end of The Hours

from Yes, Clarissz thinks, 1ts time

&nd re-played Libersl Arts

andused Gréisznsl in asentence

conning myself into thinking

I hayve more importint things todo...

Does hunkering-down rezlly work? ...
Especizlly now with its hintof' snow?...
Someone asked Why s0 s€rious?...

I wikipedi&z'd...znd thought twice

and tap-danced ... then resumed...

Why p1&y dumb? ...

Is this & risky re&d ... & PG-1374..
Brouhzhss gye 1ike that... insinuating themselyes
into the 1ives of others...

Insinuating themselyes intoyour 1ife...
When you jeastexpectit...orneed it...
Despite the zdmonitions penciled in the margin...
Despite the wirnings on the 15b€1 ...

Do not try this 5t home...

We'ye 1) tried itat home...Howelse



are we able toputour foot in our mouth?...
One foot in frontof the other...
Shuffling the minuscule deck

&s if with gloyed hands...
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The closed-circuit TVs of the 508 spoke nonsense ...
There were handprints on the windows

&nd nzmes missing from the guest1ist...

&nd three-ringbinders and The Lste Show ...

You 1eft with & ne'er-do-well

whose hands reminded you of your £ather's

Znd drewwpon your innerbezuty

to wade through 1oneliness...

0f course you remember the mzitred'...

The entourige of hangers-on...

Eyerything was written down...everything...

You tried to reshoot the scene

but they mambied their 1ines... &nd conldn'tbe heard
gboye the clues to today's Minute Mystery ...
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Parrots parrot my thoughts ... ruffle their fezthers...
&8k if I'ye paid my dues...

Iknew I should h&ye passed...I need tocutbaek...
Is there zbetter word for Indifrerence?...

It justseems togoon zndon...

well, &t 1east there's time 1efton the meter...
Freud's Plezsure Principleis anythingbut...

over the top?...I try to immerse myself in chores...
Toyour gloved hand ... fondly ..

Is counter-transference znoption?...

0K, so I wanted to rezd sbout your cutting-edge
indiscretions...

Doyou h&ye &problem with that?...

Why should he/she haye 511 the fun?...



Something zbout the Zecumulztion of exchanges ...
The stif]ing accumulztion of exch&nges ...

Trying to rekindle exch&nges ...but why?...
Trigger points for happy sad good bad Joye h&te...
Ifollow the dotted 1ines...getquizzici]l 100KkS ...
I'ye gotten thembefore .. .boxfuls «..

No rhyme or reison? ... No expectations? ...

Look where we &re now, Ms. No Expectations!...
Anything you s&y c&n &nd will beused #gzinstyon ...
Retractions make for exciting bedfe11ows «..

Rezd through the entire script then decide...

We both know snow is on the way ...

T

Too many (themes?) withheld ...or forgotten...
Like you winhted the password ...

In good company ... Isn't that how it goes?...
Withheldbefore taxes...

Wxlking outbeczuse you know theunknown ...
And the sttendant trizls 5nd trails...

Hippy trii1ls toyou ... until we meet 585in ...
Itmakes me wantto1zugh...orcry...
Toggling your imzge ... in snowstorm...
Toggling your im&ge ... in Z8nOwglobe ¢

Are you rezdy for the sezson opener? ...
Switchbzaeks re fun...sometimes...

Toggling through switchbzeks ...

Especizlly now with your credentizls...

The opening scene was obsScene ... My pOpcorn POpPPed « ..
It's good tobe asked t0 184V€ « oo DEGF DIGHY o vs
The firsttime I scrolled through the profiles
Iskipped yours...despite its sequctiyeness...
its general good nature ...

Seems &8 if we could reyisitit...Reshootit...
Would thatsitwell with you?...

Would it mike difference?...
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I haye tosee 5thing sthoussznd times hbefore I see
Itonce.
- Thom&s Wolfe, You Can't Go Home Ag51n

Before you know it you'1l be re-rutted

&nd misusing comprisein gsentence...
Why bother hitching & ride back home? ...
You cin't go home g&in...not Zg&in ...
This time tzke itone d&y &t 2 time...

I was £13bbergasted by the number of choices
in the condiment &isie...

I h&a to re-setmy counter...

There zre dzys when it 1] seems baekwirds
oratileast...neyermind...

Regzrdless, ride itout...

9

Wh&t is there tosay sbout 51ife of images?...
Carting Zround imzges ...

Cropped im&ges ...

Fair images...

You know ... Zécurste representations...

The graininess...the stolen glances...

the exists...the en-trinces...

Coming of f 100king 1ily-white

especizlly with the sound of the wind...

But what of the great 1ove stories

of the past...present...futuare?...

Muach of their greitness deprived fromstrictures?...
Works of fiction, yes? ...
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You step out of Dr. Caligari's cabinet

and into the transcendentilism of 8ilicon V&l1ey ...
Why the copy of Stuart Brand's 4ccess To Tools?...
Beef cattie punctuite the 15ndscape ...



Itemsboughtonline perfunctorily...

The stars and stripes...

Inbred aeross workbenches...

A1} recorded on Zeetite ... now The Cloud...

You remember the midnight ride of Pau) Reyere...
The mentz) gymnastics of Steye Woznizk...

The two Steyes...

Did you think it would £11 crumbile?...

Along with Shel1ey's 0zymEnd156?...

Two rozds sti]] diverge in &yellow wood
despite Joyce Caro) 0&tes ...

Yes, goon ...

Christmas morning...snd You 4re There...
With Walter Cronkite?...

He too was known to occasioni]ly come undone
of T camerss.. Notunlike desy Mister Rogers...
Its Ghezutifu] dsy...in the neighborhood...
Backstage Jim Henson spirited away

by Christish Scientists...

Is That A1l There 182...

EspthsK1tt?,...

No, Peggy Lee. . .Exzrths Kitt 1s

A1l I Wantis A1l There Is Gnd Theén Some ...
Oh...Wzit, I've gotonly onebar here...
Adyance the tape, please ... zha enter stage 1eft,
Beckett's weirish 01d man, Kr&pp «..

Hx'hzha!s .. Excrements] tweets!...

I 15y down Geross hér

We 15y there withoutmoyving

Butunderus 511 moyed, znd moyed us

C151re's Knee, Knire in the Water, L'Avyenturs...
Getbaekon track...

You stil] owe me & paper on Gizcomo Leopardi ...
I11 tike the Zncompletet0 g0+

1

But then the question of promiscuity...
Costumed for easy access ...



That drum majorette isoutof 1ine...
Unwind on cue, yes?...

Reyiewing dzilies, 22ain?...
Assuming the position...

I'm cognizant of the repercussions...
Trying to think positiyely here...
Ican'thelp it...

This time...or the 1ast...

Which is it, maestro?...

There was jast toomuach ridingon it...
Thatshould doit...for tod&y ...
Tomorrow, we'l] take 100k &t a1 ternatiyes...
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We &1wsys reyves] the truth sboutourselyes despite
ourselyes,
- Blizabeth Bishop

Eirwormed ... Every 15 A Winner...

Frinces Ha ye87? oo

Boredom's deliberate silence taxidermied...
And so we haye Emily's It remsined / with me...
Crossing state 1ines in wapbsekmschinc.org ...
Long hzirs munning cliches...

Stone(d) cold dezd ...

Onceupon &time in c1issicil music...

But the hunger remzins ... and is HJGE eos

The contrast crankedup ...

Sznsciues ... uickly, the remote...

Buzzword Soup? ...

Another rzdici) bibliophile set &drift...

On Black Saturday ...

OK, I'11 pinch thst she s&id

&nd proceeded to disrobe

infull view...of noone...
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You rehezrse the 1ines of #'ji1ted Zeupuncturist...



Stunning, quotidizn, rare 1ines ...

As they shouldbe, yes? ...

Adjsting the papier-mache h&]0...
Itoocznbe three...

Without which we will soonbe 10st

in sezsonz)l motifs...

Press Restsirt...NOW! ... for the Gipper...
The d&ily &pplication of palindromes
seems tobe working ...

Cue the chormis...send in the clownS ...
Wiit, she dothprotest s tzdmich ...
You Zlone will see the differentcolors
&s they come &nd g0 .+..come ZNd g0+es
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Atbrezkrast, the usuil ordiniriness...

Seyeril chiming in...

The transmigration of yoices saburating 211 ...
Herwillingness? ... A Ploy? ...

Pawn toqueen's knight four...

Interrupted in the middle of the sjeepwilk...
Hes 1iyidt...

We c&n remedy that with Zbaekrub ...

And you're worrying the 105t 1uggage? ...

And thebigs ...under your eyes? ...

Iloye i€ Ijoveits...

Very profession] 1ooking in the graybusiness suit...
And yet?... I'mstil] on zntibiotics!...

our 1ives &8 refunds ... &8 cir rentals ...

0f course, you can spin it & number of ways ...
And conyince yourself?...

Perhips satisfy your inner orphan? ...

15

Iwill try torewrite thatbutno guarantees...
You seem to haye seen past the obvious...

3o this is where you waht tobivouse? ...

Higher POWers ...by &11 MeENS +..



The shape changers from Into GreztSilence...
Wzlking out &fter Z1most two deczdes...
Sznssynchronization ...

With drop-dezd costumes...

Following you ... trance-1ike...

Carrying on with make-belieyers...

What happens &fter a2 few drinks?...

The Styrofozm takeaway boxes
gtyourbeck-znd-c&ll «»

Every new day is A-0-K ...

Whateyer it takes tomike it work...
Becomingunhinged...

swingingb&ek &nd forth ...back Znd forth...
Free tobe At0Z...
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Dylanspezk!...

I'mssiling away my own true 10ye...
Onceupon &'dreizmsequence ... Why is that?...
Fijure recipitulsates faijure, yes?...

The inaccuraey of memory yis-z-yvis

the inzdequaey of documentation...

ReE11y? ...

They keep trying to rezeh you with old questions...
01d questions ...

The comfortof 0ld questions...

Boirding thebilloon with 0ld questions...
The uwpheayzls in eyvery 1astone of them...
Some side1ined ...

Some stopped short in the brezkdown 12he ...
Itwisone of those moments...
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And now ... &bregk in the Zetion ...
Choreogrzphed &s mirror-imzge
ggainst Cat Steyens's Pegee Trzin...
And you return to your former self



backing in through the door

Hayingbeen pent-up in the Green Room
rehezrsing the 1ines of #'12th century master
of c&lligraphy ...

Some weird migicil 0SmOSis ...
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The etern] sunshine of book sZmpiles from AMZZ0n «..
And the pleasures of con-cia=te-ni=tion...

Enter therapist - s dJungizn Zrchetype with snow-capped
Montblanc «s.

Emziling corrections... C5te not K5¢=...
Foundering or floundering?...

Layingor lying?...

There are onlysemantic differences...

Collecting dust

&nd eximpiles of misanthropes

and photos by FRAN-CES-CA (Woodmzn)

who twezked the world, Znd heipedus see,,.

cu@ 10,...in racing snowshoes ...

If nothing...invigorazting...

Busily recruiting attention...

As if the key were outside the g14ass...

outside the (811entSnow, Scret Snow)globe «..

A G13ss coverby Nico Muhly ...

And you will haye time jefton the meter...

if that matters...
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Stabilized by the red wand ...

the red mszicwand ...

Si1encio’...

And the f1o0ating trumpet in Milbollsnd Drive...
Whstrloszting trumpet?...

Beats per second (she counted)...beats persecond ...
Your footnote goingon &hdon...

Eyerybody's gotts 1esrn sometime...



What can you say when you're puton hold?...
Rethinking the configuration

the operating system

the zyenue of days

the pparent moyement of texts

below the surface...

After the faet, yes?...

Grabbed by the rezlization that we 511 hidebehind
something...

Buying whatwesell ...

Who 1ives in the makeshiftdwellings

of your drezms? ...

The makeshift dwellings of your past tense? ...
A mdimentary offer...

&nd you're out the door...

out...outl...out...

She prefersbeing confused to patronized...
The red 1ipstick of herseif ...

Awzkened in the middle of the night...&g&in...
0f course, you could Zlwiys ditch the gamer...
cashout...wheneyer...
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The preponderince of MemoOry ...s&dd16bagged « ..
Aspirztions &side...

The scene with Jane &t the crossrozds...

Smije though your hezrt...

Weighing heayily ...

Why Charlie Chap1in?...

He wrote the music, yes?...

The scorekeepers haye 1eft thebuilding...

Fast f‘orwai‘d, Pleése s 'to the ending X

Telling yourself these &re words ...only words ...

21
The disingenuousness of 18t minute players

&nd 1ate starters... z2nd those on the cusp...
Return receipt requested...



Parlaying the obyious...because ... mstbecause ...
Lookingbaek to go forward ...

Like Casals &t 96, I'm making Progress...

Awzkened by rec1ls ... znd the nudge of those...
With the chorus...Znnouncing the place...

(a5 011ver) ... of yourone wild snd precious 11fe...
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In &gravyboaton the highsess...

Cutting corners...

And you thought the interim sideman

would £111 thebill? ...

He can'teyen hitshigh C...

What...now you're reconsidering your offer? ...
A no-holds-barred relztionship? ...

Why not?...

Playing the £ie1d sublimin&1ly «..

Toomuch ridingon it?...

Notunlike the trustof & uankysrd dog ...

Drop baek, regroup, 2nd buy the season ticket...
Full-throttie engagement...

Whatbetter way tosay what you want toszy? ...
0f course you haye!...

You wrote thebook...&nd the study guide...

The scene closes with Biff rezding the em&il ...
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Letting your hair down &8 &n Zntidote forbefuddlement...
Or trying towrite Zmemoir...

Orbooking & junket to Legolznd ...

Likeusing stagehands ... a8 stand-ins...

Giving head to &'cayalcade of pranksters

in &box of Whezties...

Then feeling overwhelmed by neologisms ...

At the slightest provocation

divulging past transgressions to Facebook friends

then wiping the s1&te clean 2nd raising your hdnd ...
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Livingon the edge in &snow castle fiercely ...

As if intuiting thesun...

Why didntI think of that?...

Maytiple geographies can distraet, yes?...

By the time you haye tobe here...costumed...

and inclined...reclined? ...

A glimpse... ustbeyond the threshold...

You haye followed the southernmost tip of masquerades
in thigh-highboots...
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The intention&)ity of the dropped hint...

The open-ended proposition ...

Note-taking with the idezof pasting paragraphs
&5 windows ... to theunconscious? ...

The inked benefactors 1iningup ...

You will be Zmong them, yes?...

Their yoices...&s 1oud &8 the sutomatic writers
whose m&anipulsted imiges captured your fancy
&nd changed the muies...
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Parzding dround your interiority ... &8 &'1uxe madnnequin
costumed for Zuditions...

improvising 1ines...

upending the unsuspecting ...

Your zlphabet... s perfectstorm...

Csn you imagine the interminable wait?...
Counting the top-heayies, of course...

(Wouldn't want to 1eaye them out, now would we?)...
Journzling their embejlishmentsunder

the customized dizlogue of your irreverence ...
Pity thesitter isbusy...

You'1lbe pinned into the H&1) of Fame

shd returned...unopened ...



&

One of Prousts most exciting quilities 1s the wiy he
demonstrstes how circumstinces of one's 1ire which
seem casus] and ephemersl can s0lidify for the restor
one's 1ire.

-John Ashbery

Like squeezing tabes of paintonto apalette...

The brush 10&ded with the hidden rooms you siept in
when you thought noone was watching...

Looping LSt 0411 ... with Rod Serling's Twilightzonc...
Anexperiment in retrospective nightmares...

Fx)ling short in word count...

Your 10ng 1€gs ... inked with regret...
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Butwhat if it doesn't resonate with you?...
Shredding documents &t &' record DEEE? +..
The Artof Throwing in the Towel ...

To0 800N v

Being shortlisted...inbed-hopping

&nd other meritbadge arraignments...

And whit of the times you wereunderstudied
or overstudied

or ignored a8 g’hidden passage? «e.

You were ID'd in the sjide show

&nd gt the cinemz ™

despite the mapping of your face

&nd a1&pse of ethos ...

A herculezn aecomplishment

is hair'sbrezdth Zway ...

outof theblocks ... was zlways your forte ...
Butcahyomoutmun...yourpast?...

e

The zrchetypal renitent arrives...in his/her
buttondowness ...



Running numbers ... 2nd memorabilizs..
Firstand ten...and we'reback

in thebacksezt again...

The higgledy-piggledy-ness of it 211

brimming with eye-squints Znd baeck-&rches
&nd Z'hidden cache of squindered moments...
Find meining in the process, yes?...

Cut the deck &nd dezl ...

&nd chirge 2 pretty penny before you &wiken «..
You &re se1ling you ... for #trip to wherever...
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Bene&th the bespectieled &nd beruffied
schoolmirmishness ... 2 mermsid... wegring &taxedo
&8 &'condiment

giyes heza to the next runner-up...

Rziny day peopile touting extra virgin oil
caughtunawares ... then slow dancing ... slovdancing ...
A rhythm...notwithstanding 1yrics...

Floating heids talking «.. tilking ...
wondering...if you're hot...

Is it the insecurity of changing couldto cinr...
whilebequezthing instrmictions to the p0110i?...
ButIwantiyrics!...

And you sh&l] haye them...in due course...

Their £O11Y +s+« yOUr FO11€Y oo

How else toexplain the transformztion...

into abest-sej1er?...

Speeding #long ...synchronisticilly «..

Brayvo!... A notch on thebedpost...

for comic relief ... How do youspel] relief?...
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Mild spoilers...and the immensity of the default...
Pi1ayers entering on cue...of f'-cue...

The out-of-the-box forks in the roza...seyerzl rozds
diverging into the improvisations of &' roomful of extras
reheirsing 1ines with the seductiyeness



of gsijent filmstir...
AndI'mstillbehind in my payments...
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Costumed &nd rezdy ... for yourentranee ...
Pastodysseys closeted

you winder the produce section

&t the supermirket...gesticulzting

with the engzging intensity of &'Steye Jobs...
iPhones tweeting your moyes...

Is it rezlly #11 in the (Tarot) cards?...

Or in the yastemptiness

of intimate conversations

where of f-hours you sub &8 aseamstress

and single mom...

1etters of the #1phsbet yourbzek-up...
ignoring the 1ine of interviewers &t theback door? ...
Desperztely seeking Tolstoy «..

in Hetd's How Should & Person BE? e

You reczll doing Tarot cirds &t 2 rezding ...
WOords «+.upon words «..upon words ...
merging...colliding...£&11ing to the f100r...
sweptup by Goethe's Apprentice

outsourced 38 Zmouse ...

A cloud rising sbove the single-digit 1isteners
before exiting through the open mic...
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Trying to piece together 4 Diy in the Life...
Impossible ... without the missing pieces...

Next time I will use riisedbeds znhd crystsl tumblers...
Archiying words in form&ldehyde

with nightcaps for &11f...

The only way to experience theups #nd downs

of 2h innocent...

Sharing &j&r with the winning penci) pushers...
dotting the dot-coms



with 2 newsincerity [citation required] ... Voils, &nd the
i1lusionist of your drezms penetrates you ...
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Byst&ﬁders offerdiscounts...yet your clairyvoyance...
Strike chords...

energizing ghosts of past intentions...

Prancing &8 if'...

You've been told it's in the posthumous disclosures...
the ha1f-full g1asses ... thebuy-baeks ...

reeking with the formulzic dissonince

of dime-store zlchemy ...

Donot zgain retrest

to your cubicle of indifference...

This ye&y with its rotated crops...

its penny-wise detraetors...

its non-h&llucinogenic markers...

This year willbe YouTubed ... zplenty ...

35

Cxlculsating the geometry of emptiness

&s poster child ... for necktied bozrdwalkers...
gridlocketching your profile ...

your orening (1ines) whetting the appetite

of ezrmarked loners ezger to test their insanity
againstthe dizgnosis du jour...

Apizntomime...

Another's tarnished yoice...

A sepiz'd dreamscaEpe ...

Your cork-lined shZdow «..

The joker in Z'one-zet ringingup the 1ist prices
of the books in yourunderstudy's oversized pockets...

36
You &s transfixed interloper retrofitted with Mary Janes

and maffler...
Unabashedly underwheimed ... a8 if in the firstchapter



of arewrite...(understandably?) wary ...
Thanks for coming in ...

There &re fortunes tobe mzde

in espresso(or so I've hesrd) ...

C&n this bunch of words p&ss for £ Poem? ...
Regardless, they want tosit together

and exchange emai] 24dresses ...
I'miistening ..« Zre you? ooe

The somnzmbulist from your past...stalks you
through the streets of your Zdopted city
Zlong the canils of your waking 1ife ...

Is it too 15t to draw straws?...order tikeout?...
but is that what you rez11ywant? ...

There's pantoum in the neighborhood
withyour nameon it...

3

The fetishization of eccentrics... & fayorite 1inguistic
preoccupEtion ...

Your 1engthy footnotes £illed with distrzetions...

Your costumed oscillations...exciting ... innovative...
Jot this down «..

Intellectuzl subtlety not intellCctusil Snobbery ...

The portsl through which you passed...

Whatbetter cinema than the congation of opposites?...
man yis-a-yis womah ...

Energeticilly engiged...ful) of themseiyes...

Encased within the artifice of the imsge...

the imzge itself'...f138hing art 5nd 1ife...

irony and sincerity...coexisting? ...

Csye tobelieye it?...Its not 1ikeit is; it is...
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And now ... the makeover... rescripted from

the b&eks of cerezl boxes committed tomemory ...
the back seazt 10zded with energy prompts...
Logging early-morning miles...



New &nd improved hairstyle...cyeglasses ... footwesr ...
The snowb&hnks ... friendly reminders

of the constant gardener 1ost in the shuffie...
wayingbyebye to thebig wigs ... drawing

gbusiness cird from the middle of the deck...

There once was &'crooked smil€...
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Is 1t the Getor the Ggreement?
-Anon

Living 1ife &8 if in the third draftof 2 novella ..
trying tobe the person you appear tobe

&8 in I Gppezr tobe & grocery SAOPDPEr ...

Addressing the cast znd crew...

Contemplzting the finil scene...&nd credits...
Enough to grzduite?...

Answering the door...

(P1ez66e repest the question)...

Answering the door with blueberry muffin on your fa¢e...
Seemingly insignificant, yes?...

Pocketsbulging withbucketiists...

Convincing yourself happinessis ___ ...
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You return through comztose streets

to your former 1ife

delivering soliloquies to dustmotes...
dissecting 10oc%) 1ittlenesses...

Are you there...in the folds of £1esh?...
Your willingness toplesse ... Zconundrame...
winning gold stars...

fezturing in 1itt1eb14¢kbooks ..

Why now the ezgerness to turn the page

to erase the whiteboard

to 1ea¥e nothing for them tomul] over?...



41

Professors emeriti take incidentils

to the 152ndfill

&fter &n afternoon of splitting hairs orwood...

Crows in fanfare mode...bid Z3icU ...

You a8 yventriloquist dummy 1ip-syncing what he/she szys...
Icebeginning tocollectunder the zudience's

fingertips...

In awe of the f1otsam znd jetszm...

driving asteamroller through &n ezrly morning blizz&rd ...
the granulirity reminiscentof #mid-Julybezch ...

The perimeter secured... a8 ghosts from your old
neighborhood dance around Zbonfire

beforeburning state's eyidence...

And you thought yesterday had passed? ...

42

Its inmy hands...I1ts in my hands...Chhuh...
Fan-boy/-min n+1 gifted with mixtape...
word-of-mouth(ed) into &'czuldron

of Beznie Babies

&nd goldfish in plasticbaggies

to yamp the definite article...

explore the body's color-coded Zrchitecture...
crotchiess sighs decrescendoing

then pickingup &pizz&™

&hd assuming the position of hometown player...
picture-perfect wife...and kiddos...

The coffee bre&k(B) +ee 2N Obliqueness enters the room...
You 1ie there...studying the revolutions

of the ceiling fan ...

I geed todsy's pop quizt...

while they trustingly thrust away

with the yarisple tempo...of such moments...
never topickoutchinapatterns...

never to time out with five minutes remaining
on the clock...

Neither this...nor that...sufficient...toringup



aszle and tie 2bow around the 1atest instaliment...
43

You speak outof hapit...b1zhblahblsh ...

of the shuffling of 0des ...

the regurgitation of arias...

querying passeprsby for the elements of style...
But whatof the 152ndscapes? «..

The costumed fantasies of the metro?...

H&aye you 105t interest?...

The robins...confused...peck &t £15kes ...
Screens embl zzoned with Life's Good...

If for noother reason...

Wrong station...wrong time...wrong rerson ...
Buying into the quintessentizl mismatch...
Crossing theboulevard ...

Styrofozmed tzkeout for Znother #11-nighter...
Am I misrepresenting you?...

44

Night...22&in ... images dznce on the wl1S ..
165V MESSEZES 40

try to complete the jigsaw puzzle...

edging 1eftoyver pieces of £ the tahle...

How deep to dril] down? ... for the pause
thatonce refreshed?...

This hiding within costumes...

within clzuses...

Haye you 1e&rned your 1ines?...

Segue tothe interview .. e OF JOR oo sby YO oo s
Worrying the safety of asbestos gloves?...
Mzking &£00) Of yourself ... 2g&in%...
Relying on chance discoyeries...

chance meetings?...

Teeming with comebaeks ... however tardy? ...
Is it t5rdy...Or tEWdry2es.

This may haye worked



but now the wix has cooled ...
You've been Zround theblock, yes? ...
Why now lose the mzny-splendored thing?...

45

Oh, so now it's &'collzboration?...

Yes, with 15¥rge &hd smi]] moments

of confrontation...
Ineyitabie...spezking to(z)yoid?...
Butcan you respectsilence

&nd the thrashing of time...znd ideas?...
Ithinkso...

What do you mean? ...

Giye me Zmoment, will you?...

Now, 2g&in, te1]l me zbout the journey
without the socizl work paradigmcerap ...

46

Why pump brown-bzggers with your sing-song
yoiceoyers?...

0ff-camers; they tally returnsbies

&s if they were concubines...

The harem of Suleiman the Magnificent?...
0f course...confiscating the identity-thefts
of ramor-mongers

where czged birds sing of f-color

bezming 1ike Mon&Lis&v..0r Mon&'Simpson «.»
You hayre esciped into the &1phabet

of your new life...

former jovers...patchworked...

not tobe purged...orupstized...

Bots scian your groceries ... znd your trésh...
Fezr not!...Despite the rigmirole

of spinning the c1assics ...

They go where they want to g0...

Don't play-dumb «..

You know the password is case-sensitiye...
Costumed for the kayak sess0n «..



life jacketunzipped and open...
47

Riding the omnibus...sezts filled with misgiyings

&nd joud tourists...

Voice recognition software set to repezt...

butbuthazppy happy endings endings zre sre

possible possiblC...

Switch to neighborhood pick-up rtist...

Apply ground to cEZnyvas! ...

Squeeze color onto palette!...

Emzils edge into the rangefinder...

orening lines tease...cutzzz8...

How now brown cow?...

There's stil] time to £511, you know...

Stil] time for #1ukewzrm run ... through...

Stil] time...

The S8econd Unit Director's comic book &ppesl heatingup ...
skittering zeross the plasma™

&nd into the next phase of your intrepid indelible 1ife...

48

Your 0CD his empty pockets 2hd &magici] frottoir
mixing jove songs with wiltzing submarines...
fickle pickles...and 1] that(straightszhesd) jazz...
YOour iPod «ee 38 WE1L oo

h&s & way of thumbing its nose at1inearity...
segueing ... when you 1jeastexpectit...

Itcouldbe your imigingtion...or wainscoting ...

but the instrmiction mznuzl was pretty clear

&nd, besides, your newbody imzge has shipped ...

You hiye turned the corner... Zhd the key to & turnkey
system...Don't turnbaek now...

Syslogs with moments of passion &re yours ...

49

Abig-gss f1&tscreen TV £14shes images



of your sexui) 0dyssey «..

Your French-briid's brezthy narration has won
Best Supporting Actress...etch-z-sketching
&passing fancy in your spare change ...

Not thatyou don't haye it...

Your close zngularities I've Zdmitted...

from &L s

Textsbouncing 1ike crazy!...

Asmi]1-Scile simulzerum... 2 hidden cafe ...
&Nd yOu + .. costamed ... with baguette 2nd ¥ino...

50"

Riffing on the ramificitions of red...

The color chirts sishaying ...

Brushes 10&ded ... for happenstince ...
Andyou...positioning yourseif

for the next Gzme of Queens...

Isee what yoa meanby ramificztions...
Itdoes kickup the stakes

with &surprise toboot...

But is it the red?...or the thoughtof red?...
or the thoughtof'you...in red?...

You &re now Zuditioning prisoners

for your nextepisode of Xission ImpossiblCes.
I'mtrying to turn the page...

g8 you instrcted...

But there zren't enough words 1eft...

And now there's astzlled yehicle

in the middle of this 1ine...

Your moye? ... And the promise of p1esure?...
Is there away around? ...

51

Pocketing the chinge &ss&iled by screen shots...
Googlemapping &h escipe route ...baeckburnered...
Letus now praise (in)famous men

with tape measure...of course!...

Dizgramming sentences...guilty of youth...



From the 1ineup, p1e&se...

overhezd baggage overfiowing «..

Butyou knew thit, yes?...

80, why now ... mid-strezm?...

ALWEYS «.. &0d then some ... The die wis p&ired
for craps ... haye you forgotten?...

52

The incident&ls ... morph into dezl-brezkers
f£il1led with luscious drezms of hipless heroes
barreling down fire esciapes...

10bbing putdowns from the three-pointiine...
Notsure whatI was thinking...

Sittingback watching the game erode...
Butyousizid...Yezh, Is5id...

You hiye just finished of £ the cinn&mon chips
&nd are about tostart in on the scones...

The 1&pdogs haye friended your 15p

&nd your 0ld neighborhood

where they desperately seek members

of the opposite sex

for tag-team go-zrounds ... Zhd get-togethers...
Cyose encounters with pe&soup? ...

Enough, &1rezdyt...

You were 21ways good ... &t coding

telephone numbers on matchbooks.com
tracking the eyanescentstuff flying through our 1ives...
Whateyer happened to compzrison shopping? ...
But he/she is maprried, you know! ... Yes, 2nd? ...
Even the snow is not perrectly hirmless...

53

8%11ing &long on &’knee scooter...

Cutting the £at... &t the 10c&l vegan c&fe ...
The eyes of M&rch «..upON YO .+ AP ZNd AOWDL s s s
up &Nd dOwWn « ..

a8 YOR eoo Ymmbed, tOO.' P le) 3‘75105’



comic-strip-tese...

A feel-good feeling ...

the conceptuil newroses...cuttolunch...
The 1585t time?...

Pumping iron...with fastfoodies...
Returning the wrong turn...

0Ding on the (un)commonplzee ...

You &re 2 party ... talking

with &n interesting stranger...

The poor service...&t Big Be1ly De1i?...
Not!...A piece of c&ke?...under g1ass8 ...
h&yre you eyer?...

Bloazting ... a¢ross theuniyerse...
Everything in check, yes?...

These &re &few...of your fayorite things?...

54

The stuttering of & passing train

conjures the pace of the next chapter
&8signing roles to puppy-dog extras

yoices slipring through night's open windows ...
0K, time for s rewrite, yes?...Chapterone:

For 51ong time, I wenttobed C55Ly ...

No, no, it has tobe symphonic ... polyphonic...
notunilike the phintasmagoric upside-down phase
of themoon «..

You escape yourself into thebestof times...
the worst of times...

departing with your t31]1 of twocities

between your 1ong, Jovely, flirtatious 1egs ...
There was 2 moment...not long &go

when you wilked on the moon «..

sang torch songs ... in the shower...

with gbandon ...

coloring my world

with Zmated, earthy palette...

I fee] compelled to keep rezding ... from here...
Try this:...

I wentoyer to his/her house...



We hungout...listening tomusic...

Its not&iie...mstadifferentstory...

transforming the elegant markiness of your dissonince
into é&S'bory of recovery «..

gstory of r&vishing incindescence ...

Its1ate...

Why bother with further revisions?...

When was the 155t time you thought it was the 158t time?...

55

The messzge in the spaees between your words «..
Hieroglyphics of time trayelers...

Held by the Sirens...dzhgerous yetbezutiful

&5 in bankshot...of £ the felt...

How of'ten do we 1a8h ourselyes to the mast...

uwnwinted company in tow?...

Your glazed single-mindedness continues

tostump the stirs...premiering in separate yolumes 8 you
requested...

Vendors in place with mazde-for-TVdinners...

56

Onceupon stime, there was b0y who 11ived in & house
geross 5 1ield, from s gir] who no longer exists. They
made up & ‘thousand games.

- Nicole Krzuss, The History of Loye

You s1ip through security...

#'red thongbeneszth your industriil chic...

texting your past

with complimentary smile 2nd chocolites...

Across town ... in the back room of &'dilzpidated stage ...
Zman and 2 woman ... play musical.-beds ...

The history of hookups &g&in concedes

one too m&hy mornings ...

On coffeebresk... Rilke:

Think...of the world you cirry withinyou...



57

Your drezm of speed skxting skins ...

A cautionary tale...consequentizl ... prophetic...
with some reckoning ...unduly noted...

Consider this moment...costume...

etched on the baeck will of amakeshift1ean-to...
tucked deep Zmong eyergreens ...

You haye become zstranger to noone reeling

from Zsuccession of stand-up comics in shortorder...
Notunlike &town h&ll wrap-up, yes? ...

58

An &1coholic sky takes you on & tour of promises
&nd players from long 20 who £ailed

to mzke the grade...
Aneoncilm...surprisingly as incredible

&8 oyerdue 1ibriry books ... zmong flotsam...
Brezk out the crayons! ... time tannel time!...
Decked out in the 15test...excepting of course
those with doll-1ike conntenihnces...

59

You yenturebeyond the 1ine #1&'Agnes Martin...
Conyersation f1attens...

A stranger squeezes through the chink

in your consciousness...

This is &chahge «..

The colors of your palette...double...
infiuencing the grid...miking notations

in &purpleuwnlined moleskin notebook

1&te gtnight...with 2g14s8s of pinot noir...

60

Arresting in your DIY raingear...
Tz1king ... then not...zbout theuninformed...
Searching for gold rings



from childhood c&rouselsS ...

You £1ick amatch ... geese trail ...

adownward, Yerﬁginms drag ...

sciring the hell outof the neighborhood

on triz) for 13ssitude...

I choose not tobelieye in m&lsise...

And why should I...especizlly when lonely newhires scile
sKyScrapers ...

regurgitating lexicons of b&d French?...

Sowh&t if seting is 1ying?...

Agzin, who is this week's designated optimist?...

Czn you p1ease pickup the paee?...

I'm bout to implode

from your 15test £ashion foray! ...

Smoke zhd mirrors...smoke Znd mirrors...

In the compiny of magicizns ... Damn, that was, yes?...

61

Your &dyanced degrees in trathiness
blow away the competition...

Picnicking at this stage maybe iffy ...
but what the hell ...

When Reyeille sounds ...

Where will yoube?...

Where will Ibe?...

Where will webe?...

Pickone...

Moments 1ike these zrriye eyer so £1imsily
snd donothang...trastme...

Piease don't trotout

those timeworn harbingers...

You h&aye more important ___to___ ...
You owe it to yourself

&nd to the memory of your shides of grey «..
In the mirror with multiple personilities...

62

You find zodi&eal fantasies intriguing...



the creepy violins ...

the dowagers with heads full of strangers...
There are 20 people &t this table
name-tageed and color-coded ...

Who &re they?... Why &re they here?...

The game of chance ...out the door...

You picture your drezm house

&nd hope thiat he/she will sgree...

The building codes are 1ike Mary Magdalene ...
They require #ful] hezd of steam...
Strangebutyou conld swear

you'vebeen herebefore...

Your feet seem to know their way Zround...
eyen in these tightshoes

which you regret wearing...

outside, the moon keeps gettingbigger...
Soon it wil) threaten the oldest members

of the household ... whodrink tez*

outof complimentary census cups ...

You've hzd some great tutors in your time...
kindly attentive in their ministrations...
&nd hope they will hear of your Zdmirztion...

63

You worry rortraziture in &n age

of gbstraetion ...

The n&rratiye...reductiye...unrelizbie...
omitting the minor &1beit yaluzble occlusions

&s in the conyenience of &Z'convenience store...
Irrevocably &scertsinable ...

Yes, include that in your 1ittle purple moleskin...
You haye erased 511 nuance

with your prefigured reportage...

What to donow?...

Not neirly &s obscure orunnoticed...

Your world asbeing ever-so-slightly askew...

Haye you attracted big names toyour stable?...
Hind-held cameras, by 11 means! ...

You ended it, af'ter encouraging multiple interpretations



with your carefully orchestrated texts...
Intimidstion feeds trashing, yes?...

Nonetheless, you remzin Zperspicieious Znalyst...
gtleastin yourelectrzglide inbjlueeyes...

64

Trying togetit 11 down ...

The people ... &rtificizlly iljuminated...
barely moying...

&wash with 150200r ...

Continents apart...but notestranged...
You know the feeling ...

Obsessiyely bookish ... in sumptuous robes ...
The Jazguir XJ3strumming gloomily Zlongthebounlevard...
answering retroprayers

in the order they were receiyed

converting them to vinyl

for custom turntabies...zndsuch...

This is 511 partof immortality, yes?...

You &re here ... now...15ter...where?...

65

Unrezd pages £1y past...corners folded...
How could you haye missed somany? ..
Elementcollectors thin the Zir with regrets...
SmM&11, medivm, 1518 e oo EXtrE 141 o0
Periodiczlly, &°table is turned...

the zdjaeency sputtering segrch engines...
Your past...appears at the door...
costumed ... znd ready ...

Reshoot the desktop scene...X+1 times...
For the fun of it, yes?...

Little will happen inside the Russizn novel
that has not Z1rezdy happened ... toyon «..
You hop on your tricycle, baekped&l ss.

st&]] for time...preparing youropening ...
You haye 60'seconds ...



66

You try to tease anarrative

outof the ezrwormed tune...

Putting words tomusic, yes?...

His/her words ...

Materializing 1ate atnight...

keeping youup ...

The f5i1ed metric...

Running the numbers...

Nzming things...topossess them...

Morphed into &diorama™

with you 28 principalunprincipled pl&yer...
Cutting the Gordizn knot...binding the two...
Leaying you speechiess &t checkout...

The ineyitable pileup «..

You penned the 1ines...then 10st them...
They're here ...somewhere ...

They haye tobe...

You can't heip butsearch

for mezning, hidden intentions, what haye you ...
Andstill atit, yes?...

67

The mzrks on the floor designate your moyvements...
There zre mirks on the floor designiting your movements ...
The m&rks on the £100r...

Are they your moyements?...

The ration&le will become &8 cleir &8 the marks..
Justplay 21ong, yes? ...

0K, Iunderstand ties thatbind...

Seriously, though ... withbatedbrezth...

You gssumed the role...embriced it?...

for how many years? ...

Nexttime...follow the script

to the 1etter, &8 itwere...

to the 1etter writer...if needbe...

to theunderwriter...bankrolling your role ...

to theuwndercurrent...carrying you tosecret rooms...



brimming with Zutoeroticisms...
Rez11y? ... C&h you t21] the difference once you're seized? ...

68

Low-f1ying incubi...s1lip past your naiyete
morrhing into Znonymous £1ights of fantasy
throughback-door 12byrinths...

costumed ... non-forwarding ...

clubbing ... with hometown fayorites...

who off-nights blow town

1ea¥ing you stringing memories into necklaees
of Prayerbezds ...

You haye re-upped for &tour of Facebook

with interim partners

s1otted for mike-belieye...

Bless me, Father, for I haye...

agzin ...a2nd z3gain ... a3nd 2gzin ...

69

The body below the surfzee... &8

deep ...deeper...deepest...

Traeing the imzge...in hieroglyphics...

Your seductions...the bezuty of the gesture...
Wzlking...&8 if noone...oreyeryone...

is 1istening...

Interrogazting the rzin ... to find solzce

in fortune's half-smile...

in the chorzl singing wafting in...sottovoce...
outwardly ...everything copaeetic...

The feeble attempt toescape...

Your long arms ... zsemaphore ...signiling

from #n rchizeologicil dig ... where too much hasbeen
unezarthed...

As if, yes, I too hayebeen yictimized...

T0

Trafficking in embellishments toenhance palatability? ...



As 5CIA grid in checkered chef pants
providing expert testimony on condiments...
You h&ye discoyvered the power of the tongue...
This ... &delightfu) sidebir...

How of'ten to get the maximumbenefit(nodding off in the
cOrner)? ...

Suplimstion: A User's Guide...

DJing st your favorite club...

dismissing quandaries ...

There willbe hell tO D&Y «o.

Pesky offshoots ... haeked...

Think Backgammon ... Or Parcheesi...

You h&ye 1inked the rulebook to memory sites...
Fl1iagging Step 1 through Step X...

Jotting notes in reyerse script...

imsgining the mirror...snd the surfaee ...
&nd the convolutions...of thebody ...

T4

The enchanting cosmos of the dressing room...
Thewultimate in gymnastics...
gngularities...contours...condiments...
Noodling &s movement... &S improvisgtion ...
& jstplain winging-it...

Rearranging(?) molecules...

unyeiling sights, sounds, tastes

with yourbzg of tricks...

with yourenigmatic coatof zrms...

Mixing the now...piece...by pi€ce...by piece...
Everyone zstar-struckstar...

The show togoon ... with or without...

T2

You've mated the yideo...chugged a'Red Bull

and pressed Stonerinto hands-z=plenty ...

In the thril) of the 15test, yes?...

Distrzeting us from the Znguish of our inner 1iyves?...
The &hguish of D5ys of Our Liyes?...



Many prefer the heayen of &' false religion ...

I'ye tired of color-coding the hours of pumped-iron ...
PI0X-ing away the mood swings...

A1terniting subtieties with highlighting...

Tweet the food network...

for closure...znd retribution...

73

Butyou szid M-E-T-A-P-H-Y-8-I-C-A-L...

with hurricane asides and aspirin(g) temps...

Not tobe duped...

Not to fee] the pressure of the curtain czll...
Categorizing thumbnzils...surreptitionsiy...
Then posting to Fa¢ebook ...

Some hayebeen retrieyed...recycled... rekindled...
Abrief history of maechines, yes?...

Awziting yoursignature...

Your drezms of boredom in the presentmoment...

A c&¥E)cEde of tenses...

Speaking-in-tongues ... for those without zyoice...
Fondling your depression ... &s if twezking ...

T4

Eloping with #plastic horse

in the not-too-distaznt future...

Nights of entrepreneuriz) fantasies ... Zndbone-dust...
the morility police on donutbrezk...

Finding yourself mired in old habits?...

Perhaps you should catbzek on the insinuwations...
the invocations ... the intrsions...

on your propensity for clirring courons

from the flyersblizzarding the stairwell ... lawsuits
swooping down ...

Yes, retrezt to your domesticity...

to your panoply of impressions...
1ittle-girl-lost...dominatrix... intermediary...
single-malted...primed for rewrite...

Forget thebed-hezd ...



Your optic nerve knows better than anyone...

Inciluding the homebrew crew ... mostof whom hiye become
homebound paying the Joker...forbox-Junch time-outs...
waiting todeplane...zndbe in...zg&in ...

As the mind gentlybloats ... it will 511 come into focus...

5

Losing yourself in theunbearable 1ightness...
Leaying margin&liz &gt 511 hours...in 2de&d 12NUELEC oo
Yourszdness ...z three-ringbinder...

Wziting tobe sprung ... from the hoosegow ...

with Faeebook friends ... there when you were ...
Amystic...robed in &n earthy palette...

coloring the shore-1pping wayes ...

Hippiness hasbeen gsking &round ... 100king for you ...
&nd will find you...onopening d&y ...
pinch-hitting...in Z'double-hezder...

The crowd ... Z1ways the crowd ...on its feet...

K3

A tollbooth in your gut, 2nd you re religioned
szmpling the steps...to 2 confessionsl

where you ... in 25 or fewer words

spin tiles of toil &nd trouble ...

The rulebook disintegrates...

Elementary particles £1y Zround the room...

jodge in your tantmm...jolt the body into words ...
Despite your self-abnegation ... you haye the gist...
You can Zlways buy out...orbeboughtout...

T

A foreign movie moment 515°Jung's personsil unconsSciousS...
Unexpectedly riveting...

Seyeril books tucked into thebedside... &15te night
tete-z=tete...

Someone with apuzzled 100k szys something sbout the
l1ighting...



Morandi stil] 1ifes color the corners

following &sojourn to7-Eleven

where textures continue tospezk tous ...

The subtle conyergence of you «..centerfold...
don&ting partof your welcome tounsiid promises
lurkingbehind the 1i1&%¢s in the frontyard...
rneumitic hammers goingup against
Probonobzll handlers...

Yourexiting in the middle s directed by one of your many
admirers...

Settle down?...Poppycock!...

T8

And though the news wis ratherszd, well I usthsd to 15ugh.
- The Beatles, 4 Day in the Life

You're disinclined to collaborzte withbiopics
citing no wish to haye images explain your text...
Next to impossible? ... Nott...

You put in for &17-year hiztus... znd threaten s walkasbout
then segue to ameditation on fantasies...

Toy Story 52...

Stepping out...of your comfortzone?...

Without the necessary paperwork? ...
Forshame!...Ninepins £&i] stress tests, you know ...
but who c&res? ...

Your spellcheck's Cupertino Effecthas got you

in hot water...againk..

Next time...Qh, there won'tbe s next time?...

851d the spider tothe f1y...

79

In spiteof 511, some shipe of besuty moyes Gway the pall from
our dark spirits.
- Bigncia Stone

A complimentary g149s of wine ... znd you &re happy with the
grape ...



You h&d hoped to escipe the weekendbut it arrived...with
doubles ... Zhd now your cir isbarking ... Znd you refuse to
mzke thebestof it...

Practicing with crayons hasbrought you here

to this plice of unintentionil Hamlets

where tragic refrigeraztors with doors remoyed pucker front
StOO0PS eee

How can you continue to pump iron...with hezdlights as
faet checkers? ...

Does itbother you that your tank top is doing %11 the
t51king? ...

I know you've been here before ...s0 please drop the wide-eye
Zppropri&zted when noone was looking from the Jocil:
1ibrary--g0-g0 s

80

Doss snybody res1ly care?
- Chic&go, Do%s Anybody Res11y Know What Time It Is?

You've hopscotched past the pointof no return

stznding on your hezd? ...

Your house s1owly S1ipping &way «e.

Your signed copy of The Complete Poems of John Donne ««.
ditto...

You &1 not 10N s e Z8EIN oo

You haye installed 2n OED &pp &nd submitted & proposzl)
to &n RFP...

A muted palette awaits your random keystrokes...

Your project to interview retired ezrworms is on hold...
What gbout the conifers you tagged

on your rozd trip Zlong Highway 512 ...

They're wiaiting for the green 1ight...

I've heard you've agreed to ditch the handbag ...

the moleskin notebook...

the conundrum nesting on yourbedpost...

Are you sure you're 0K with that?...

Your wish for 2n elementil c&lm... hasbeen duly noted! ...
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Forwarding emzi) zddresses &8 &'way of touchingbase...
They come Zhd g0 +++cOME ZNA ZO s s

Following desire 1ines...Isuppose...through the dzrkness
of chapters...

Mipping the squills in relitionships ...

You 5res80clos€...

Your tomztoes did 90'seconds with Dr.0z ...

Your tank top wis & runner..«UpP...

Will the summerbe Z'one-piece or ztwo-piece? ...
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You no longer walk the imaginsry streets of commuter
bicycleS...

the streets of blackened windows

teeming withunidentified £f1ying people ...

Your refrigerztor hit the rozd... weeks 5g0...

You need 2breizk...in the zetion...

A time-out room of yourown ...

A pliee to rethink tweets...

Yes, we'ye re&d your messiges on rocks

and tagged passages for rereids and analysis...
The summer has emziled your invitation...

Your szndcastle on thebeach ... #halfway house
filled with 1inen...&nd man-onsentences...
gwgits your zdmission ...

You c&n hardcopy your books there

#nd gif't summer people

who winder the dunes with mets) detectors

in seirch of 10815 episodes ...

The imzge in the mirror wiants to tike you shopping
for the costume you climbed outof &t the responsible party
where you were fingered for obsessiye crayoning ...
Wh&t &trip!... Bring on the &ppetizers!...
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Your erotic other mzde the frontpage...



A manage &trois in toyland...

well...not really...but...

the big of groceries on the counter hzd it in for you
and answered z'few rhetorici) questions...

Your recipes were seized ... Znd ezrwormed ...

your memoir isupup Znd EwWaY-ee.

Finding meaning in the darndestplaces

is #lw&ys on the tip of your tongue...

Think of the good times!...Sc&ds! ...
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Obsessing over 1inebrezks ... zhd selfies...
walking the munway in tees and baggy shorts...
Everything gkimbo...in the camers..

As itshouldbe, yes?...

Transposing overtime hours

for incidenta) streetwalkers

texting continuing educition customers...
Kickingbaek... for the szke of monkeyshines...

WAMC Pun(d) Drive...
1-800-323-9262...
1-800-523-9262...

How of'ten to reczlibrite makeoyers?...

Toengage classic finger puppets from TV's Golden Age? ...
And to think you £i11ed seyerzl notebooks with choreography
notation mixed 15ter into Faeebook fUdge s

overwriting identicil scenes from interim corner stores...
Iknow...you could haye danced 11 night...

&nd you didf...
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You pass through me ... through others...znd into Znother
wOrld .e.

The ezsy swiy of either/or...

The pretense of fanaticism...

Your hands messaging «..



writing inked 1egs out of the scene...
Conyulsions torquing thebody ...

cxtch &nd relezse...citch nd rejease ...

The camerz's pZnoramic view

from Z¢ross the room...

from &¢ross the years ...

You yenture 'costume ... worry semazntics...
hanker to tel) the next person you meet...
butthen...onsecond or third...rewinding...
smudging the spoiler...eulogized

in Confessions of & White Widowed Mz1C...
Whitbetter way to catapult?...

Looking atyou ...seeing themselyes...

The new ayatar is zbetter fit... 58 promised...
for the new you, yes?...
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You enter & room... forget why ... re&d ... then not...
The dumbness of the dy...of putting one word

in frontof &hother...

0f putting your hands in yoar pockets...

0f putting your hznds in his/her pockets...

The intimation of intim&ey ...

0f finding someone's clothes in your closet...

0f finding someone on the otherside of thebed...

Haye you forgotten dbout the tickets...

the quartof milk...Jow-£5t...

the gestures...outof balance...of yet znother day?...
The 1oneliness of 1ong distance manning

p&st freshly mowed 15wnsS «..

the scentof green £illing your nostrils...

You cin't wiit...tote1] someone...

To re-string the instrument...unplayed for £ar toolong ...
A question of sooneror 1ater... Your wish

tobecome blinkness...Lforestilled...
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Floating the a1phabet...sorting 1etters by propinquity ...



pocketsbulging withbipolarity...

Passersby pondering evening meils 100k &8kance ...
AlwEys maybe-ing ... téking s nosediye ...

slipping out theback door...

The guzrd on restroombrezk...

If only I hzd held it together...

Yes, your cadndor is splendid...

unintention&1ly wholesome...

Wzlking the dog through miniscule neighborhoods reeking
in-1aw Zpartments...

A certain multiple-choice question

tracking your moyements...

Especizlly those haying to do with offshoots...
Icouldzbeen zeontender...

The expanded yersion ay&i1ab1e ..

for £1imited time...

Unayailzble to non-subscribers...

You haye £ai1ed for 2 nominal fee to wonder why once too
often...
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Whit if one prefers degdpan to domesticity? ...
Or the passage of time?...

Evidence the 1&yered 100K ...

the 100k of the other...

Driving n&ils into foreign objects aswell ...
You refuse insignificince...stah 2851548 ...
A watering-down of ttributes...

Walkouts are notuncommon ... &t this point...
Imzgining re-entry you chatup

seasonil changes ... 2nd how

if he/she embraces the timeworn ...

the frequency overridden...

Some z¥e colorless, b100d1ess, £2e1e88 ¢
Rawboned ... with spiked hair...

chopped not trimmed...

Cloaked in Noh drama ..

Is the spinning you or the room?...

Upstagzed ... 223in ...



asoutlined on page 145...
89

Intriguedby costumes ... &8 ZIWEYS o oo

The intricaeies of &ssemblage ...

of mzking dowith 108t 2nd found...

and 1ost zg&in...

You knew the items that qualified...

Butyou wrote them of £ ... 2nd pressed $end...
There will be talk...you know...down the rozd...
As expected, yes?...

To your dism&y ... he/she presented with paper f1owers...
A 180-degree pzntomime ... then moved Zway ...

to return...every yeir... for summer stock...
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Your mouth pliys house ... with F'econflictof interest...
The one you chatted up 128t nightbefore you were spirited
BEWEY 000

This seems tosuit you ... 1ittle concern for the moment...
S1zthering SPF-60on your hotspots...

Whatexzetly are you referring to?...

Everything seems to haye cayest...

Onceupon ztime I fezred nothing...

Yoursoliloquy isbeing edited for irrelevancies...
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As if inh&piting Znother'sbody ... &hd &dy&ncing to the
Seyenth LEYe] ees

The Zécoutrements of zttachment?...

The £it znd finish?...

You were caught in the zet...1ip-syncing...

faking it...hezd thrown baek into the odyssey, yes?...
So te11 me bout the friend of & friend of & friend...
The players ... &nd their parts...Indeed!...

With no intention of more?...

Rezehing back for the £at &toms of & Me1ville...



The drams’s done ... 1] 52€ depsrted GWEY ..

The grestshroud of the 5657, . Waits.. . Waitl...
Testingeee 1,2, 3000 Te8tiNg 000 1,2, 3000
Laterstill...you will ... &2&in...be mesmerized...
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You worry throwaways 2nd the integrity

of stringbikinis...

The 1ine drawn in thesand ...

Updating your czlendar with past1izisons
from The Land of WAt W&S. ..

Tomorrow will be by-subscription-only

for 11 who £&i1ed theunyeiling of the obelisk
inscribed with your internal dizlogues ...
Your ezgerness steps into the yiewfinder
resisting theurge tocliche in Zooney Tunes...
Everyone is c&11ing for hasty pudding...
Seyerzl haye taken f1ight...

&8 15te-mode] catchphrases ...
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Imzgining the g&zebo... the &fternoon wet with 1emonde...
the 511-but-nzked doubts ... cast 583idC .

Rummzging ... then rummaging more ...

Your Book of Daysunfolding ...

its momentum &bupt...

This is &work of fiction ...

0f course, you make your way through to the 138t dot-com...
Ican think of nothing...but the zftertaste...

the moments before you wereup ... 2nd ontoothers...

Haye you considered remapping

the pa1ms of your hands?...

You too will beblind-copied...and shared ...
deconstruicted...long-1isted and 511 that...
Perhaps...some d&y...you will reyvisit the remzins

of thatday...

Is iteyer too15te to drop from &'clondless sky? ...
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We 11 hayre moments of
eighth-grade-sjow-dzhce-stiffness...

The tram...in #lucratiye drezmscape ...
Herebutnothere, yes?...

Tap dancing in Znd Zround words ...

The p1&yers ... and theirsteps...receding...
A Mote] 6 &écepts applications

for the (bed)post position ...

Trying to recapture something Jost...

on the page, the screen, the canyas...
Something 10st...somewhere...

And you ... hammering, drilling, p&tching...
One gets exhiusted with repzirs...

begins to dismzntle the i1lusion...

95

You're writing & fictional memoir sbout yourself...
Rigorously honest traffic in the streetbelow...
wants in...

There zre enough chirzeters for eyeryone

&nd they know who they are...f10ating &long

on your strezm of consciousness...

Pl1&ying tag team hide-znd-seek...

Youbegin misquoting yourseif...

Zgame of mirrors...

and discoyer elements of style

earmarked forbronzing ...

The excitement of the scrum carries youbiek

to the 01d neighborhood ...

Philip Seymour Hoffman's Synecdoche...

the soundstage a'drmg dezl gone south...

A humorless pharmzeist - & woman -

willbe implicated...

Her pink sundress texts passersby ...

who couldn't c&re 1ess

gbout the outcome of this poem...
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Skywriting with hammertoes

into the wee-wee hours ...

Committing hara=kiri...tomemory...

The stew...burning #hole

in your Face(book) ...

Blackened rubble 2dding panache ... to the neighborhood
choked with overnightbags, 1ycras, energy drinks...
Whatbetter way tospend &'day than sexting

inked gym rats? ...

A pick-up g&me of Pick-Up Sticks mystifies some
excepting those negotizting to deprive you

of your past with its incessant meazndering

&nd L39t T5080+
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The street noise...1ike starched centipedes...
LOgS! ¢0 o 1OES! o0 LOES! oo

Wzit...then wait again...

haunted by the pretty strange...

You blezeh yourself on the ground £100r ...
Enter the infinite 1oop of & roundabout...
Editing &5 you g0...

A former dol] factory 10oms...

Trying on different torsos...

There will be moments, yes?...

with the openingbars of Night Trzin...

Noone is manning out tosign the next poseur...
As much &8 you would 1ike to think...

Perhaps your prayers (?) are making z'dent?...
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Your memoir...stalks me...disrupts REM sieep
goingon andon...&ndon ...

Scaffolding giving way

exposing the true north of your words ...

Why smooth out the edges?...



They were partof it, yes?...

The tranquil dince of im&ges p&id your wiy «e.
The trombonist in the wings...keysthemin...
resurrects them...

refuses the chirt...

You 8 -hooker in purple pumps

repliying the scene...

Why the reference to Holden?...
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You begin to tire of the School of Generz) Studies...
Rezd...Fill your heid...Write...Rewrite...
An ZMZE1gEm Of PErson&sS-«e«.

Frightfully &ccommodzting

s if on &stifling mid-August &fternoon
aportal opens onto & p&1azz0

filled with mannequins

wiiting for the Q&As...

Later, &ciche of memories gGumps ...

The next willbe 10furiongs
inbrightly-colored silks...

H&ye you placed yourbet? ...

You know what the oddsmzkers &re saying ...
Tzke in the 15testexhibit...

The fa65de8 ... in Zbundahnce ...
people-watching ...

Car) (Jung) wonldbe tickled...

You can #1ways tap dance or engage pASsersby «e.
Some hiye grown 01d ...unrecognizable ...

The Lexicon of the Ancients...and thensome...

100°

You piuck dzys fromoblivion ...some maddeningly
repetitive...

memorizlizing them... s spaee full of time...

The canyas's thick stretchers... tombstone-1ike...
In the painting's silence the noisy tamlt

of history ... reflecting the 1znguage



&hd grammiy ...of c&rdbozrd communities...

You insiston &rm-wrestling with dumb re&lity
ticking off insignificantothers

who played &' role

inyour counter-intelligence phase...

The clock sweiting the hours

yet the jzrring welcoming...

A porti)...into the moment...escaping &8 5 fraying
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Your pics of random 1ives...were scznned and planted
in the garden of ezrthy delights...

The fornicztors &t the gates ... were ticketed...

for presumption...for irreyerence...forsmoking in &
smoke-f'ree zone «..

You beczme &'stop sign ... then &trafficsignil ...

You were writtenup a2nd outof the series...

Itwas Ztime of rewrites...

&nd inidvertent cups of black cof'fee...

I11egibility was offered...in good £&ith...

Rutherford, New Jersey took its toll ...

Your next portfolio will feature 5full-speed-zheszd full-
bodied conceit...

filled with ooh 1%15'8 ... 2ndunlimited seconds ...
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You zre z'coming sttraction...hoping for a'roandzsbout...
pPlinning for your (weekend) getaway ...

We were into cops and robbers...

£i11ing gaps in our education

with cans of Reddi-wip...

Your trioszng ditties from The Grezt Americin Songbook...
I mzde my way through the throng

Znd around 250or6 to4...

I was lucky enough toscore &n Eskimo B&r...open 24/7 ...
Ibelieyed in youup to the 1astumizut

then pride floored it...&nd sped away with nary &



ninosecond tospare ...

You mzjored in interna) affairs...

kissing thunderstorms in lingerie #ds...

tricking forgottenboxcirs in sidings...

whije threazteninguphezyils in coping mechanisms...
Internation) trysts 1eft you speechiess
gtdelicounters...

You h&d trouble withbranding ...

Nobig desl, mzestrol...

There's ztime &nd place forsuch 1evity...I'mtold...
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Recilcitrant memories £10o0d the bozrdwalk...

You opt for & facelift

chiznneling Charles The Hammer Marte]

gt the Battle of Tours...

Don't forget the Cuisinsart...he siid reportedly ...

And that has made 1] the difference...

The whole food stazmp thing...

You could haye at 1east prepped me for the EBT...
Ispilled my guts to the court jester...
gmannequinborn outof wedlock

1ivingon food stamps in &n 01d shoB ...

Justwhen it was 11 sbout to come together...itdidn't...
These things hapren...Iwas told...in foarth graae...
Rezeh out &nd touch someone ... mzke nice...

Does good grammzy rezlly matter?...

Imean rezllymatter?...

NMind oyver mstter mastters 11tt]e, she s&id ...

then puliled the ripcord for thebigger picture...

I was inside-out zhd upside-down through mostof it...
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Alterations aside, the zmbiznce begs furniture music...
The idez’here is to replay the hand...

return to the scene, the 1ine, the moment...

reazrrange the room...

ride out clzustrophobiz've.



siouching towards foreclosure ...

wannabes in hot pursuit...Incidentally,

the plice settings &re chomping (champing?) at thebit...
Ringup the neighborhood grammarizn ...

For reassurance, yes? ...

Did you expect 1€88%...

0K, it's not 2bonz Tide trip to Bountiful butpretty close...
Besides, you haye relegated yourself

to the p&th of 1e48t resistiance

&nd now lostsouls &re 1iningup...for direction

and £ree grub ...
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oo bQtIt's much more.
- Patti Smith, Dresm of Rimbsud

You h&ye become ineyvitabie...inviolable ... transformed...
0ffhind remirks sbout spirituil decidents...

oren your books to the g&zpacho recipe on p&Ege 396 «.»
Hezdstone rabbings ... &t the feet

of Percy Shejley ... with Gregory Corso, yes!...
Illuminztionst...of coarse!...peliucid...striange ...
On to the 105t yoyage in J&¥& ..

Itwas ayery good year!...

Compzaring notes ... if only «..

I wanted to insertsn etching...she s8zid ...

&nd continued taking pictures

of Coney Island rekindled...withblinders...

Can you im&gine?...

You meet for coffee...ch&told times

populited by players fromshipless wayes ...
Expectmore...

Removye the scaffolding ... amp in...

There re only SO many hours...

Standing on the corner...

Watching 511 the girls gOby ...

The Mesozoic Eraszaw the spread of true conifers...
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You fiddle with contextuil cues &nd chunks of raw idiom...
Comingup with &surfiee

that's supposed to eyoke rezl; 1ife oo

Methinks you're wilking on eggshells «..

And the conyersztions - the arguments - we haye...
withourseiyes...

Testing the witers... s traffic speeds past...faster, then
fasterstill...

Orchestrating the fit...eyenon theblezkest digys ...
There's somuch more ...

0K, in &'weird way ...butso whit? ...

Asking yourself Who wrote thit?...

Rerezding pastexchianges...trying to figure out where your
hezd was &t...

These £1ip decisions 1&id the groundwork fOr yo «.« NOW +«.
Recanting posts? ... Butof course!...

Busying yourself with chznnel surfing?...

Toszy nothing of confusion's seductiye fun?...
Pastplayers insinuste themselyes ... the hereticil nature
thereof'...

You 1ikely thought you could pass muster 5 one of maNy «».
Whateyer you &y, boSS, yES2...

Shifting intohigh gear...trolling nightstalkers...
Butwhatof the provenance of your 1&test zequisition?...
The one you sayed your hard-earned pennies for...

&nd won on €Bay? «e.

Pi1ease don't trot out the Bucket List

this ezrly in the quarter...
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You goback and search for 1ines you know &re there...
The streets costumed ...beyond the ple...

T%i11ights of big rigs humsongs your mother sang ...

Why now ... when you can see three moyes hezd? ...

The color of checkmate ... filedunder... ¥a1tgnd s6C...
Trying too hzrd to think through summer, yes?...

The rezsons for your enjzmbment...your entrancement...



yourentrapment... Your eyes 8 szndwich bo&rds «..
dancing in the street...with vhomeyer...
studying the trziler for Coming Attrazétions...
restarting...after years of shutdown ...

Hezdsup to your father £1ippingburgers

in &backyard of friends...

Noserious entanglements...

From here we c&n follow bread crumbs back

t0 the way we were ...
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And wh&t gre you?
- Walt Whitman, Lesyes of Grass

Is the znswer in the 1z2min&ted hardcovers in the 1ibrary
or with the dustbunniesunder the couch?
Are you the eggman?...

Hayen't you forgotten something?...

Why bother?...

Hiye you turned the page? ...

Or z'new 185f%...

Do you eyer driye droand 5im)essly?...

Or £ind yourself elsewhere?...

Are you in the moment?...

Where were you on the evening of the 2Tth?...
Are 11 your ducks in & row? ...

Were you gble to get aword in edgewise?...
Whit zbout the tandem?...

And the 1ine drawn in the sznd?...

Do you haye a2 moment tospare?...

Or the time?...

Would you 1ike tobegin g&in? ...
Orstartover?...

Is this & photoop?...

H&ye you eyer tried tomake do?...

Or repainted a'room? ...

Or done the wrong thing?...

Or regretted the color of your h&air?...

Or done enough?...



If not then what?...

Doyou fearbeing c&11ed Wp?eee

Or czlledb&ek? «s0

Where's the finish 1ine?...

Is this &'good 1d€&%+..

When was the 155t time you sang outof tune?...
When was the 158t time you stood up

&nd walked out?...

Doyouw belieye in 1ove?...

Do youbelieye in loye &t firstsight?...
Doyoubelieye in magic? ...

Haye you eyerbeen 1eftbehind?...
Orleftout?...

Or 1eftof center?...

Do you 1ike to pick &hd choose? ...

Does the end of summer come with Zrenewzl? ...
Haye you eyerbeen caught in Zmeteor shower? ...
Or Zecused of insignific&nce?...
Orshortsightedness?...

Is willowing in pity in your future?...

Caxn you see throughbullshit?...

Do you 1isten tomourning doyes?...

Doyou tingle when treesbend? ...

Isyour 1exiconup tosnuff?...

Can you repopulzte the stars?...

Do you enjoy the sun?...

Were you eyer a2 feazture?...

Haye you eyer found tears on your pi110w? ...
Or coins in the fountain?

H&ye you eyer put it in reverse?...

And clzimed otherwise?...

Or plezded ignorance? ...

Is1ife passing youby?«s.

Has it passed you by? ¢

Haye you been passed oyer? ...

H&s the past passed?...

Doyou pine for the passing 15N€% ...

Is there noturningbaek?...
Oryou-turning?...



109

A1] the strangers came todsy ...
- Dayid Bowie, Ok, You Pretty Things!

Hickory Dickory disappesred ... into 2 maelstrom of iPhones
&nd opened with an (under)coverband in Erie, Oklzhoma'..
This 18 not Americils..

So you start the d&y... 38 & whirling dervish

with Zpromise tobe &)1 you canbe...

Spotted deer join you ... for areheapsil atan
archieologica) diges.

Its z1] very innocent, yes?...

Especizlly the painted pines... &nd the puzzled man

in the corner of your room...questioning your motives...
You haye fiyve minutes...six, maybe ...

You step on the gas ... &nd Speed Zway oo

Between the first &nd second stanza, you glanee

Ftthe side cameri..

This scene will be re-shot... z number of times...
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Lip-sync &¢ts of contrition ... Sus pslabras son mis
DELE51E6, JE8? e ee

with gttitude and Omllently Fttractive subscriber...
Practice the 1eft hind first...over Zhd over...

over andunder...the giveawsy ...

The relief...neither contented nor planeent...

I o5 868 FOreyeriee.

Continue, piease...into the nextscene...

Stem the £at tide of amateurish, insensitive nightmares...
As opinedby the jilted 15te night visitor
circumnayigating yourbed...

notebook in hand ...

Te11 me how to 105 myselL!...

Demijohns znd potterybotties... notwithstanding ...
filled with silyery dried honesty ... &nd 1imited repeats...
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A smattering of inconsistencies...

your hands Zre not yours...

At twelye, you were fingered...forsomething...

I11be rightbaek...I need to check the playbook...

The solitary cyclist from the sideshow

followed by herds of doubters ...dressed tokill ««.

You've been identified 8 & player-at-15rgC ..

Hepe's the psrt where he/she 58ks s question...

The takeawzy is anything you desire...

Its &type of s1eight-of-hand ... the type we 11 £511 for...
The p1&ylist jams ... the silence dumbfounding...

Filling in the g&ps... h&dphazaPdly «.. 18 che&D ...

You inh#le the room...

unbeknownst to the rest of the cast

who haye 1eft the scene (of the crime) in & New York minute...
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Butthen the 100se ends...you know? ... with whats
his/her name threstening to push the enyelope ...
Your sutobiography ...unplugged ... of £ 1imits...
to the generz) public...

&nd the inscrutability ...z tbarnon...

MEYbe €YeN MOre SO +so FOr yOR o 0o

It's one thing tosay you'1l follow through ...

The zudience on the edge of theirsests...

0f course there willbe googling ...

Andyou...for affectwas it?...mumbling hints...
&S only you ... the quintessentis) tease...

with atwistof 1ime...conld...

finessing the moye &8 you mirrored yourself...
Fragments of ancientstatusry...cluttering
your mind's wa1kap ...
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Spezking in tongues tobesotted dustbunnies...
Cutie znd the Boxer...Chaucerizhn ... with sprinkiles...



taking youbaek... to the corner eye-candy store...
where nightly you'dbuy into the theory

of come whaztmzy

&nd riskbecoming your costume...

nostrils engorged with Cuneiform Dsys...

your version of Blzke'sunexpurgated

Songs of Innocence...

Wild nights should haye been your 1uxury ...

your 1egacy .« .but you were misrepresented
injetters of introduction...

wind chimes closeting your empty promises...
delivery vans warmingup ...

You expected more ... we 11 did...

but were 1eft &t the crossrozds...in that movie...
most haye forgotten...
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You countout ten pacees...

You will continue to reyvisit this...in costume...
demznding &' refund ... znd the capture of irreleyancies...
McDonzld's wrappers sozking the passenger sezt...
Your mentil Zcumen ... nzked in thebedroom...
answers 20questions...

The eyes in the window...

Crowing &t dawn ... Imagine the buzz!...

You hiye rabbed the relztionship raw ... the rezlity
balderdzsh ...

A foo) channel surfing &8 &n €Xcuse ...
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You piee yourself with mediocre red wine

prepiaring for &trip toPieri...

rittan &nd bamboo havying kept youup 11 night...

A Wittgenstein 100kalike passes...at 51058 for words ...
He wiits tables... weither permitting ...

&nd is the neighborhood Triviz) Pursuit Champ...

His re&); 1ife is more complicated...

one day you will forget whoyou are...



Your shoes will switch feet...

Your ezr10bes will droop ..

You will h&ye become your costume...

your reputation discolored by one too many
two-nightstznds...

Littie matter, I will continue tokick yourbuttinchess...
&nd serye you bowls of my too-hotsoup...

&nd rezd Z1oud to you my ho-hum poems ...

&nd c&rry you ... in the £&11 ... to the river...

80 you c&n see the Canzda geese f1lying home...
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Who in her long melancholy s€srch for her missing children
found... znother orphzn.
- Herm&n Melyille, Moby Dick

You tag 1ines from Tracy Chapman's Fa3st Car...
for redirects...

Your memory not jogged by words «..

Your midnight rides...insufficient...

A time and apl&c‘e Xy for every‘thing, yeS? X
Forus?...

You've been known tobend over backwards

to zécommodate ... 100S€ czhnons

and rainy days znd Mondays ...

A role reprised for playback...in the future...
The forecastold...1little toprattie on sbout
excepting the exodus of sunbirds...

Ro&4d crewbosses hunched over indecipherzbies ...
Unwelcomes Zrrive ...

You decide toengage &' psychic

&nd will rem&in, &8 &1ways, with £ housefu] of overturned
books ... and optimistic orphans ...

17

Words zre few.
- 8amue) Beckett, 4 Piece of Monologue



Iunderline your words...czptare in chiarcozl your
undulztions...

Following the path you mapped...for others...
Blindfolded...on horsebick...

You draw 1ost ciuses &nd 1zmentations ... &8 if nothing...
Yourbankrupt cerezl bowl ... (pzuse)...

Think of the times...(r366s turn down)...

Seductrix of orgzn donors ...

unending specimens...

For next tonothing...even though Z'county £&ir...
The Aesthetics Of J&p5ne8e DeSign +..

Foldingback the corner of the page...

Now 100k &t whatyou've done!...

Passing you on the way to the subway ...

Bags of groceries chattingup jaw 1ines &nd other such
irreconcilables ...

Meeting for zbite...the spiriling down...
Tzilspinning with c&dayers, yes? ...

ours somezger...yet...
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Why doyou ... jingle yourbrzeelets in mere idle sport?
-Rabindranath Tagore, The Gardencr

Peterpaznitis...in apath-oh-1ogici) game...

of giye &nd take...&game...of thrones...
Deminding ... with pout...thathe/she

P1&y &'role...in the 15test instaliment...

the 15test catch-a8-catch-c&ness

with you 2gain &8 #lways on top ... in control ...
Why should ‘they haye 511 the fun?...

Bxlking ...becoming discombobulzted...
becoming obsessed with the riddle of opposites...
with the out-of-sorts attractions...

with the mirror imzge of requests...

tagged in Faeebook's trailer park...

Is this why the pset is stil] here?...

Why they couldn't put Humpty together 585307 ...
Something sboutbeing frozen...



in time?...in ch&in m&i1%...

The emptiness of the fin&] &n&1ysisS ...

You expose more than your hand, then wonder?...

Then t&11y onlookers...counting birthstones sparkling
in the afterglow of your wike ... &8unconvincing a8 ...
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The 1zandry day has moyed out-of-state

1e&ying you with unanswered emils ... &nd impossible
drezms ...

Insinu&tions &side, there will b€ crossings ..
&nd crosSsoyers ... and crosstriainers...

and crossdressers ...

Yesterdzy wints to return

&nd you zgree to the changes...in decor...

Your hand was played out

in the chorus 1ine &t thebar...

Your 1ips - ful} &nd optimistic -

were perfectly synced

with the inoffensiye tap selections

and low-czl. menV «..

Your voice has suggested boxed set of
Fnichronisms ... t0g0...

with your neon pink Lycrashorts 5nd tank top...
Do you still 1ove what you 10ved? ...

Doyow stil] stalk the fast forward?...

If you were t0 &g&in rezd these 1ines

would you be gbhle to disregird the blank pages ...
theblank stares?...

Why do you insiston parsing recycled sentences
when the moments zre few

&nd the stargizers hiye zipped up their hoodies
for an overnight...

&n overnight filled with the sidness of gramophones
and the folding/unfolding of the ocean? ...
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The street of mannequins awaits your induction...



%Chzos Theory of ho-hums ... fal1se starts...blind #118yS...
Players...within players...within players...

haye pgid theirdues....forzpeek.cc LYo oo
Cinderellzof the New...years of abstinence ... facils ...
the eroticism of obscure symmetry...

Your g1&ss s1ipper...on caZmers...bagged &5 eyidence ...
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You pl&yed dress-up with expensiye 1ipstick

&t the Acropolis

rocketing stones from here &nd there

climbing the steep stairs to theupper room

where they had reputedly gathered...

Thirteen portriits of doormits...

Is i1t sdoormator & painting of sdoormzt?...

You grew tired of playing &doormat...

And smeiyred 1ipstick - 15 Hegth Ledger - to make yourself
unfathomzbie ...

From moment to moment...toeyidentisry moment...

The steep stiirs to the nextof seyen jeyels...

Prepiring for the zudition...assuming awilted position...
Your 1ivingness eclipsing the preciriousness

of h&ppiness...

I needed to go to CVS to pickup & prescription...

The parking 1ot &t the Acropolis was full ...

Iwasturned away ...

The nightmare gzining momentum...

Stopped &nd strip-searched for stones ...t McDonild's ««.
Smearing lipstick...on Ron&ld's Zutographed portrait...
I'm not the only one here not making Zhy sense...

You too haye seen it in the cards she 15idout

with the precision of 2'dizmond cutter...

122

Who &re we, If not...zn inyentory of abjects?
-ItzloC&lvino

The high rent &isles in the supermarket...



gbuzz with conpons

&nd other short-term inyestment loopholes...

The he szids &nd the she szids

streaming #long Netflix...going at it tooth and nzil
with nary Zshopping cirtbetween them...

compiring metrics...

for 1ove 2nd h&te ... 1ove Znd sex...sex Znd h&ate ...
My I s&y you 100k gbsojutely redemptive...

I11bet itcostzn arm and £1€g ...

You h&ye Jubricated the yalye trombone's splutterings
&nd examined -up close &nd personzl -

the cash-f1ow(charts)...

You &re well on your way to Utopiz™

despite your fascination with cheatsheets...and washed-up
unicorns ..

0f course, there's jastso mach you cin gbsorb

s the dramzcontinues tounfold

in the sm&1]1 upstate New York hamlet

of your choice...

Sotooyon ...
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The wind no Jongerbillowed in her girments.
- Mayce) Proust, In $esrch of Lost Time

The ttraetion replaced by ennui...

This of course Prousts narrator...

Begin your &nzlysis of Albertine with possession equils
CrGOULC ...

Follow it through £1ashbacks to ashortstory...
then to yesterday ...

Pouteclipsed by exoticism...

The scene opens with the fourth of seyen 1eyels...
Atstable...in &restaurant...

I'm&1] 658! .e.

I retrezt to the script

but the eyidence is fOreplay ...

Stage 1eft with shiadows of your former self

in the passing 12ne on the Bayonne Bridge...



&long one-way streets...with nolookingbaek...

Is the interestmore than ca8u&l?...

This is puppetry ...of the highestorder, yes?...
Again, the ceiling tiles...

ButlI zlways mzde sureI'denjoy 1t ...

You h&ye come this £51?7...

We c&h criek this case ... with further therapy...
Craek this c55€7...

DId I 85y tht?...

I will consultwith the flowers in the yase...

Ohb, yezh!...

Your insistence...captivating ...

Ag&in you will be p&id for crossing the 1ine...

But first the risottoon the p1ate...in the restiurant...
in the Styrofoam tZkeaway box «o

Searching for 1ost what?...

How would you e7enknow? «..

Your mirmishness cover held...despite the spindex ...
at the throwbaek party of the firstpart...

Entering &makeshift room...gzrmentsbillowing ...
Bangies (with mantra)1eading the way ...

for yourerotic other...
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And whatexcuse might thatbe?...

Lollyg&gging about... tardiness 88 2come-on +..
then truth ordzreby the pumps ...0n caZmerz..
Icanonlysaysomuch...

You h&ye pushed the enyelope... ooh 151350,

And now more is Zsepizprint

with pl&yers &rranged in quilted silence...

I know you Joyethis kind of thing...

BEspeciilly when €his kind of thing involyes costumes
&Znd missing pieces

&nd the chance to play znother's role...
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You h&ye mastered the pronunciztion of oust



gnduse it with your shell game

toentice those who haye declined residentiz) trestment...
The eroticism of suppressed mezning is #1ive snd well

&nd has mapped your promiscuous bandwidth

on yacation (241in) &t the shore ...

You need more ...

Anenigm&that will soon £511 outof £ashion

rejeasing 15st-minute twesks ...complete with stilettos...
An e&sy mark...is hezded yoor way ...

0f course, the shell gzme...
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You £108s jadiciously ... worryunwritten reams...
his/her intentions...

bulky sarchophzgi of &ppro&ch-ayoidance ...
unresolyed past (im)perfect hookups ...
disconnects...the neon stupidity of texts...

&nd the whole Tire Wzrehousething ...

Where the fuck is UNSEND?...

Your pontoon tikes on water...

There will neyerbe zbetter time...

0CD muscling in:

Fipstyou szy you do znd then you don't...

Voices £ade ... aznd now this residuzl ayatar
stznding next toyou in the checkoutiine
hittingonyom ...

It's asupermarket moment... xhit-Znd-run supermarket
moment...
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The Goodenoughs were good encugh .. .buffedbiceps &nd
thighs...

Lisped words ... tarn-on...

P1aying catch-up toyour long-stemmed b1ack
LycrasS...

scissoring the e1liptic&) ...

May I quote your trezdmill?...

Eyes lockon zdifferentshore...



A shore 1ittered withbrittlebackyards

&nd Faeebook friends
unlined...untouched...unknowing ...

Escipe routes pumped 2nd GPSd ...

A 1eaf-peeper(by happenstance) ...

Z1wzys in the director's chair...

the driyer's seazt...

the ¢ Captain/s My Captain/...of the remote...
guided by 1yricil insertion...

narrative jostling ... &hd Mr. Jack DEniel's «..
high-brow ... 1owbrow ... uni-brow...

The emptiness filled with Red Bull ... &nd &lien others...

128

You're having trouble ... deciphering your scribbles ...
(this hasbeen happening &1ot 1ately)...

&nd you're being creeped-outby this Billy Joel 100k&1ike
stilking the perimeter of your drezmscipe ...

You're thinking sbout tiking 2b&11et cla88 ...
eye on the clock...

but worry HIRD (Hip Interna) Rotation Deficit)...
Itsone of those things...

1ike 108ing your grip ...

the world becoming dense prose

the edges of conversationsblurring

the belsted departares

the nonexistent zlways butting in

friendships 10sing their juster

through overhazndling ...

So what gbout the ceaseless passage of time?...

Any consoliztion there?...

Just asking ...

Were you in the vk with the restof the 1ottery winners?...
The nuts-Znd-bolts of walking round theblock...
Tzking in the flowers &nd condiments...

the rhythms of gener&tions

&nd the secondzry nature of wrenching yourself from
unwanted others?...
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Lastnight whileI 15y thinking here
Some Whstifs crawled Inside my €58 ...
-8hej] S8ilyverstein, Vhstir

You do too!. .. the words - with h&ir toss -
starboard ...

The player geiring up for the comebzek...
Start the coantdown ...

Handing in astaeck of keypunched Hollerith cirds ...
Waiting for the printout...

Plotting the Cartesian coordinates

of sexuz) 0dysseys?...

A scatterplotof encounters?...

Deyeloping amathemztici] mode) to £it the data?...
¥y &xis = gttraetion...x &xis = enjoyment...
Parsing enjoyment we find...crouching

in the corner...

excitement znd intensity...

The higher the attraetion ... the greater

the enjoyment...

one would think, yes?...

Wait!...What if they're shooting b1anks? ...
Intervening varizbie?...

Later, you know, the on the shoulders of giznts
kind of thing...

The regression 1ine of best fit...

For thebest fit...

Sosize matters, yes?...

You're kidding, right?...

0K, 1ets testit...

Butcorrelition isn't czusation! ...

Please £ind & tree for me tohidebehind...

I need & reason for my transgressions!...
Well, maybe I don'te...

The 105t wak Process ...cih weuse that?...
You know ... fitting the mold...sotospezk...
Sucking them in...keeping them guessing..
Wh&ts going to hzprpen?... Will I Score?...



Who's in chzrge here, ZNyway?e..
Iam...You know...1ike Rene:
I think (I 2m in charge) therefore I 2m (in chirge)f...
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You 1e&rn dance steps &nd e told you &re g0od «.
Watching the stiliness with the intensity of being outof
8teD «ss

Zéno's rrow never rriving &t its target...
Yourlife zs instances of stillness...

You cdhnot delete 5n instant...

Ashbery says time is not 1inearbutconcentric...
The p1&yers ... in sepifs.. viewed &8 concentric circles ...
Some take you to ice crezm parlors

treztyon tosundzes...

others squeeze you into costumes...

3til1]l others stareblznkly ...shifting

in your words ...

Alwiys on thebrink...of involyement...
Testing the questions...

Applying preseryative ... pre-F&eebook Z1bums ...
You worry the fine print...the writing

on the will ...

but g0 #long for the ride...for ye&rs ...

Then the hiztus...

The traffic signil milfunctioning ...

You ...speeding through the intersection...
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Losing track of fiendish depayrtures

you dole outemoticons

to the freshly 1aundered

sampling the szke znd sushi

the dining room reeking restorztion hardware...
You are yellow carded...

Fast forward thebaclups ...

I want to reyiew the Zhonymous donors...
Inblaeck &nd white...it's 1ess distraeting ...



I was foolish to argue the point

threztening trmae happiness with 2 new coat
of p&int...

some periwinkle mixed in tosoften the tone...
Ezsing the players intoposition...

Feeding them amgulz .. znd 1ines...

Then moving into the finil scene...

The one thatshatters the g1ass ceiling...
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Position the player

&ndbegin j2E10USY «se

Moye to the other side of the room...

Position yourseif...

You will be wordless ...

Watching him/her...from the other side of the room...
Angle yourself tosee yourself in the mirror...
Begin doing whateyer you haye to do...

Which of the seyen 1evel1s?...

Donotbrezk your concentration...

Watching him/her with him/her...

The momentary 1058 +..

Leaving ... with an article of his/her clothing...
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If you didn't haye so many oyerdue 1ibrary books
onyour plate

you'd be better able to face the day ...

I haye gsolution!...

Introspection is offeringbuybieks ...

You've heard, right?...
Ifyouwaititout...you'11be gble towilk in ...
hezda held high ...

Its not st architectural mockups, either...
You feel uncomfortable ...

rerfectly understandabie...

If I h&d to wear that Hilloween costume, I'd deep-six my
journilentries...



Who's to know, Znyway? ...

Besides, who cares? ...

We 11 haye skeletons ... inourbathtabs ...

Remember thatscene in Psycho, with Anthony Perkins
ezting asandwich?...

And Hitch outside...in profile... h&ying Zsmoke?...
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I've jostmy notes...the count... the sound...

I'm notsosure znymore that retrievil is Z1ucratiye
ventare...

Surely you cin mike do with fewer crayons ...
Ati1east in my neck of the woods ...

You know what they szy...

Incident&lly, the sidew&lks h&ye been rolledout
for thebrouhzha ..

Everyone - well mosteyeryone -

willbe partyingon...

I hope there's £hezdcount...

It's z1lways egsier to pickup where you 16t off ...
I've hezrd you've been sparring with

$énd in the Clowns

when you shouldbe concentrating on walking

&n imaginary 1ine...

Don't get carried away by the 1yrics...

You haye 11 the necessary zecoutrements...

the lucky trees, the rapidograph, etc...

And now we ... in the Cold Lands ...

are preparing ourselyves...

Stockpiling rmubberbinds ... yezh, there you 0! ...
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You &8 Goth 5t 7-Eleven...nolines tomemorize ...
&11 gesture...and angularity...

tangled in your wiles ...

The User Manusl's 18-minute g&D ...

wrezking havoc &mong the 10cils

who 1&pse into &' f&1se pretense



gteyery convenience store...

Bored withboird games withbay £1ies

you Znnounce 'check' ... with the enthusizsmof &n
afterthought...

The room is wired ...you h&ye no idegs..

You were wirned not to mzke &'scene...

A megzbyte of bjuffing tumbies out of the baek room...
Everyone pretends tobe interested...

Why?...I hayen't the foggiest...

You do remember him, yes? ... &nd your run &8 resident
stalker?...

His 15ugh &nd smell fueling your incidence ...
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Something sbout the texture of our pastiives...
The imminent imminent...£511ing 1ike pollen ...
You review the rewrite...

The spoken word ... g0ing de€p ...

Reconnecting with players from Zrchival footage ...
A comfortzone...ztfirst...

Atone time following-through miade sense

but now...entrizpped in provocition ...

you're 10st... Zhd notsure why ...

Your re-entry into the drezm makes sense

if only for the therapeutic touch of others...
close...znd notsoclose...

C&l1ing for reseryations

you recognize the voice...fromeyerywhere...
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Wowed by the mznhole-m&n's trifoc&ls ...

one two three...

youbzil outbefore getting in...

The brezd truck ...zt four in the morning ...
Another in #long 1ine

of fe1low something-or-others...

Minor players in amajor role...in Zminor drams...
Life s shtick, yes?... Nothing wrong with thiat...



Eye-rolling hasbeen shown to help six outof ten cases
of se1f-consciousness ... &hd objectificition ...

PEZYOUD + o s P-cOStUme ... re-enter... reenict...

The friy is not what they say ...

Ubiquitous holiday geegaws «o.

If only for &'couple of bucks...toinhzle...

&ndbrezthe the night &way ...

I'vebeen haying trouble following

the instant replays...

Piease resend the 1istof charaeter Getors ...

The newspaper hezdlines jazmmed down your

deep throzt...

You hold yourbrezth...you holdon...

you &re sbout todive ...

gt 1east zecording to the news Znchor...

following pastonline aequaintances... z2nd 1i2isons ...
(The physicizn's assistant will 56 you now’)...

Trying to find shelter in the storm...

thats1ammed cozstal towns ... withunheard of references...
Justwhat doyou giye &t the office?...
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I am awikened by &'reenietor tinkering with my thoughts...
You &8 reenzetor...

The world &s reenzetment...

No 10onger self-conscious ...

in the diner...thebookstore...

beyond the stand of pine...

Where insects &re clicking 1ike crazy «..

Ican'tname them...

You &8 tenth clissici]l muse

sucking me in with yourunrly rituzlism...

&ndbedhezd antics ...

I need to grocery-shop ...butI've forgotten...

Farm fresh &t the sexryer £arm...is the only way ...

Send in the memes...

The mechinisms of historiczl reenzetment nudge the funny
bone+s.

The rtificiz) theatricility ismid...



The enjambments bottieneck...

The petitioners in the coffee shop morph into pensioners...
Zaditioning

for yet another Nightof the Liying Desd...

You &8 tey1etubby teletubbied

intothe Twilightzone...

A Rod Serling telletubby is asking you questions inside your
duffelbag ...

You engorge yourself on duffel blogs ...submitted for your
EPProvali...

Your potassium jeye] drops to Znunhez)thy 10w...

You contemplate settling foreyven 1ess...

most do, yes7? ...

Butthen...in the nick of time...

new morphologici) eyidence Zppezrs ...on your desktop ...
shepherding your icons into the cloud at14s...

Third and fourth cousins thrice remoyed

replaee steampunks in the scrum...

You 8 steampunk...

And once gg&in before thebell you reilize...

1ife is hunky-dory ...
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You h&ye the moyes ...s0 why the cryptic notes?...
Wheneyer he/she wasblocked ...

Instezd of magnification...over-Znilysis ... znd such...
Butdon't we 511 trod thebozrds ...day in &nd dayout?...
Formulzting hypotheses...for the inner fortune teller...
masked ... with satin opera=1ength gloves...

rezdy to rock nd roll ... after catching some shut-eye?...
I wianted touse gstacked deck...

The way we played make-believe...your sunt...

fi11ingus with pie...&nd pontificitions...

Atthe swimming hole...surroanded by unknown weeping
willowS...

not yetunderstanding the signs snhd symbols ...
0ffshore...the 511igators' redeyes...
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Letme put it toyou this way...

There hiye been seyeril ... irksome bastards ...
who ... haying £iled the necessary paperwork...
toyed with the idezof pliying the role

of s&andbox

before skeedzddling out of town ...

A Mirsh&1] Dillon 1ookilike

sidelined by &sidewinder

waznting to know the wherezbouts

of the dime-store tripiets

who h&d hezdlined

&t the cobbled-together theater-in-the-round
where JORL eee Z1WEYSONL CELL 00e

for whateyer you &re on c&l] for...

Parroted 1ines ... pocketing necktied 1 teregos...
Reminds me of Ebenezer's partner...
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You worry the ineptitude...of surrogite understudies...
and haye become z'quick-study

in the Artof Articulation

friending one-trick ponies

&nd those decked out in micro-minis

with zdvanced degrees

in wainscoting...&nd winter tire wear...

You ...zt thebusstop...

in down toolbelt...znd silyerstilettos...
haggling ... with members of the zZudience...
awaiting the free 1ecture

on the etymology of symbiosis...

The wezther tarning nasty

you decide tospeciilize inbox lunches

for 11 makes nd models ...of up-znd-comers ...
£illing the &ir with tidbits...

rocketing some...for #1&te nightsnack...
with him/her...

You've managed toelongate time ... and wait...



for aﬁ Opening [ XX}
where you can study first £f12kes ... firsthind...
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You asterisk-outseyeril 1ines of emziy ...

The £1ip-floppiness and incredulitybuild...

Words collide...

Tomorrow &rrives &8 an Zddendum...

0K, share with me your deepest moment...

the one that won the stay of execution ...

the one that periodici]ly s1ips through

yourbedroom window ...

that momentary apparition in red

thatsett)es in for the midnight ride

kicking your REM sieep to the curb

while short-circuiting the trezsure trove of 1znguige
ransacked &nd melted down for Zlumni weekend...

You knew gbout this, yes?...

About the first-person shooters on thebetatezm?...
About the diszppointing closet-space...in microcosms?...
About the p1ayers...and their parts...

delivering 1ines with the insensitivity of cold pizzas..
the Znchovies engaged in theirown

triancelike deceptions?...
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Its &8 if you were pixill&ted...between then &nd now...
Your voracious ppetites...&nd obsessions ...

the ch&rm of supersymmetry ...

To fee]l wanted in away thats not abusiye...

one minute this...the next that... Znd suddenly

you're 3bo&rd &triin in Russis's deep winter...

Idoubt that it could hayebeen &yoided ...

The summey wis te1ling but we weren't 1istening, were we? ...
Or m&ybe we were ... I don't know ...

Cin you imagine the purgatorisl whisper of exp&ts? ...
And the cute 1ittle dog-&nd-pony shows

in thatbedraggled circus? ...



Fueling you with enough esteem tobegin thebeguine...
Assuming the position...disproportionitely...for
whomeyer...

The inside of the drezam...expanding exponentizlly ...
Nothing was 105t ... r€E11Y o oo

Dusting yourself off'... tarning the key...

And the sudden dumping of six feetof snow...
Stranding trayelers

toszy nothing of transmorgrificition...
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The conyvolutions though subtle &re exasperatingly
trivi&) ... r&dther mediocre...

Hespenthis lifedrilling teeth...

Can you im&gine the next £100r?...

You shouldn't expect mirieles...especizlly after you've
consistently refusedupdates...

quashing outside solicitations...

It's Zquestion of overage ... &nd how todez) with it...
Mastering 1ast-minute tapletop conyersions...

Why 110w jast Znyone? ...

Trying toplot dcourse pitizbly colored with indecision
especizlly after finding yourself here

in the middle of this multitasked mess...

Pocket a'conyenient delusion ...

Grab-your paintbox ... 1andscapes Gwzit...

The results will induce &trznceunlike Zny other...
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The up-Znd-comers cime £15shdancing unpronouncesbhles «..
Mitigating circumstances?...Posh!...

You haye seen the i11usion...and itisus...

Why now &f'ter so m&ny trips to the outer 1imits?...
In&flurry of words...

How of'ten haye you stumbled upon the castle

of disbelief?...

As in This is what needs tobe done...

Itwis lostupon him/her...108t! ...



And now the scene opens with yet another cazndied appile
being offered Surreptitimsly soe

You're running out of raw materisl ... &nd you know it...
Look, the #irout here is friendly...

Backstroke if needbe...

You'1l receiye full credit... from your sponsor...

8inging in ways we are not...

Trying tostay awake ... through the lugubrious moments...
We 11 haye them...

Witching the p1ayers...build Z'new world...pixelupon
pixelupon pix€) ...

Wzit, back-channel sniping is yerboten...

Before you know it we too will be there...sooner other than
that...

H&! o Isn't it romantic?...

146

The script fumbied...

the wiiterbringsbresd &nd wine...

She s&ys, I am Um&y..

She t&p dances with the specizls ... rammaging ...
She sports £black clir-onbowtie Zhdblackbillet £15ts...
She is credentizled...

You can hear 2pin drop ... during 1011 ...
Knowing how things work is somewh&t of &'rejief
but then scrutiny knocks

and its 1stand 10...

Umz asks bt HIMLS « .

Suddenly, &Pal) aPPeErS .o

seyerzl picklint...dropbaeck topunt...

From moment tomoment...giyve and tike...
Yourlife...zhashtag ...

Its not time for softspoken huddles...

or reminiscences ...

He/she remembers you ... znd the time(s)...

Even when thinking gbout someone you weren't that crazy
gout...

Aswitch £1ips...&nd there's Zrush...
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You embrace eyasiveness for those intuiting the dzrkness
thit is sure to Zrrive ... most 1ikely when the bzg of chips is
only hilf-eazten ...

And to those whosmug their arrival

with dogeared #lpums

of yellowing rhotographs...

Past Masters of the Uniyerse...

Bighzirdays...

Days of knights groping pawns ...

You h&d &'kn&ek for racking near hits

for the inevitability of amusement pirks

&nd hezd-turning with single-digit checkmates...
It is &8 it was, yes?...

How will you get through the restof your 1ife?...

A PowerPoint, perhaps?...

Clocking thebrittleness of cluster £1ies...
f1ipping f10rping eayesdropping ...on the sill ...
Checking your emzi) for holiday dood&as «..
aNdbuy-baecks ...

The crows with their tickets...

the snowbeginning ...

You decide to 810w AOWN s s ZZEIN o0

to s&yor the word...

t0 record the footsteps of your fayorite writers...
blocked ...

Dreaming X the af‘tﬁr—holr dramas in the PN ees
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The sezson of dancing was endless.
- Mark Strand, The pelirium Waltz

Importunity knocks...&nd you know it's him/her...
in Spanishboots of Spazhish 1e&ther

&gainst December's passing grade

a8 if atransitstrike struck...bottlenecking
neighborhoods...

Nothing to fretsbout...



b&d wegther isbid weather...

Yet...the downhill...

Your professedunworthiness...preempted by costume...
iCandy ... for victims of Seduction Theory 101 ...

Neyer £ar from the pahopticon of thezter...

Words receding into the zrtisanalurns 1ining the wills...
rinned with pics of nobodies...

The sezson of dancingbegins ...

The 1ights are 10w ... the Zir warm...

You glide with him/her...Zeross polished wood inl&id marble
1ightsnowshzllow water...

You want to haye arrived, yes?...

0f course you cih summon the 1imo &t &ny time...

or therezbouts...
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Youruniformed erotic other conjugates yerbs

for flower handlers ... 2nd Rockaday Johnnies...

gfter hours...on the desktop ...

waterjogged ... gasping forbreath...

thinking it cool ...by the metric of then...

The streets £i11 with Ferriris...znd other gspirsziont...
Living casu&lly « .- Jong windswept &rms

welcome rough 1izisons ...

the clock insisting on &' T4¢€ ...

You &re sized-up ... for Paris...or Rome...

or whereyer...but instezd hookup

with the Goodenoughs

in &trailer parkoutside At}antic City

harvesting cartwheels ... for pocket chinge ...

&nd lonesome grins...

your gymnastics occasioning motion sickness...

The weather eyventuzlly &rrives ... with show of hands...
brezking off the 1ush ... toexplore

Znother aspect...of your to-die-for glzmour

go1eep with excitement...

The schoolmzrm's hourgliss ...pouting withbittersweets...
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You toggle between you ZNd YO o+« ZNA YO o+« ZNA FOL o6«
between now &nd then...

between couch zhd cutting room £100r ...

between window .. &ZNd AOOr .

The HOTbutton dumping rezms of words «..

Mounds of insignificance...

Dancing on the edge of drezms...

Whatelse cinone do?...

When &11 we haye is 12nguége ...

Thats it...nothingelse...in &bell jar, yes2...
The yoice distant...
connecting...disconnecting...connecting
BZEIN +0e

You ... walking &éross zfield...of ficus trees...
Everystep...anewstep...

Handlers...assound designers ...

F&11ing of T the wagon ...climbingb&ckon ..

It's crowded out here...in the waiting room...
The therzpist suggests 5 monologue

g8 g ficus tree...

Just what the PA ordered, yes?...

Notsure what thats 511 sbout...

Kind of 1ike &'c&)ll-Znd-response «..

You c&1l .. .but there's no replysse

Now wh&t? ...

Doyow c&ll &g&in ...or pack it in? ...

The camerzzooms in on &'clock...

The clock's hands &re trying to grab something ...
Anything...

The caZmerz pans Zcrowd ...

They're waziting tosee what you're going todo...
Oddsmzkers zre giving 0dds ...

A few hookers are giving head...

You decide to re-sing the lyrics

to(what you hope willbe) your nextbig hit...
Tweeting your wherezbouts to dispassionzte third parties...
Its 511 8cenery...



No it's not!...He/she s&id it's 511 theater!...
Ah h&!...Please haye him/her contaetme!...
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The cerezl.box opens with &softshoe...
Interrogators 2gain trying tomap your profile...
to mzke sense ... of your 0dyssey ...

The syl1abus for your cZhon ...cryptic...

You highlight...the (penultimatam...

in red ye110wbiue ...

and getstuck on the word s-p-0-0-1

s the elements of 2 Rough Guide

skitter outof ezrshot...

Pics of players...squeeze into the Cioud...
tracked by the trance masic

you haye come tobe identified with...

You decide toput it 1) down...in Zbook

inspired 5nd intimidated

by the masters of your &rt...

the masturbators of your grt...

stiring down 2t you from their place on the will ...
If only you hza the wordmzgic of 2 Patti Smith...
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Faet checkers check your faets

riffling through yourbaekpack

for dark chocolate ... and other antioxidaznts...
Instezd of theusuzl ... you order the specizl...
Fl1ipping through #Linds' End cat&10g ««»

You notice them &t the race checking you out...
Lycras haye &way of doing that...

The supermirket opens its doors

with free courses forseniors...

Perhiaps Interpersonsl Dynsmics of the 12008
holds the key...
Fiction&lizing...butnotstorytelling...

A gizntdivagation, yes?...



Watching tréilers on Netﬁix (X X) S\lbtitled (X X)
It's z1lways good tobe packed 2nd rezdy ...
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Yoursequined ngularities at & time 1ike this...

A time when sidew&1ks ...cin 1854 you ZStray «..

c&n compe] you to twezk your memories...

your incidentals ...

They mzke me want to re-script my drezms

&nd join the picture-perfect crowd...fordrinks...
Sometimes it's 1ike thit...

Quite frankly, yes? ...

Not tobe confused with the truth of the matter...
Now wh&t? ee0 A NEW ViEW? oo s A NEW JOUT? o0

Always the gambie following the initizl ice-brezk...
we'd 1ike tobliame iton the snowstorm, yes?...
Imzges...flooding in ...

There's only so much your finger in the dike

czn holdbzck...

Atthis stage ... BNYWEY oo

And then...the taploids arriye with payback time...
And &'deliveryboy/girl demanding &tip ...
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Your inner stanhd-up comic insists he/she neyer
bliekedout...

Always deliyered 1ines ... impeccably « ..

Izmsure Zbout whoI did whatwith...

Is that who...or whom? ...

Trawling for the Big One (or the 21most Big One)...
Ezpth Angel Birth Angel ... vill you be mine?...
Sanding down the bedposts ... &g&in ... trashed...
Thit we 1] conld be so perfect...

Segue toyou. ... texting the Greek chorus...
I'munclezr sboutone spotonly, your Honor...
Certain follow-throughs were off-1imits, of course...
&t the funersl ... the wedding ... the Zrriignment...
Can't you see I'm costumed &5 Aphrodite?...



Walking in...delivering 1ines...cold...
They were marionettes...&]] of them...
E&ger 58 51tarboys ... Wouldn't you be? ...

I reyersed the roles...set the paee ...
PEOteY o o o S1OWEY s

You te11 me ... 111 te11 you, yes? ...

Eyes wide...cued the 12steps ... Rezdy Set Gof ...
A1} episodes ... Now strezming!...

Why is Popeye here?...

And why is he haying second thoughts zbout
01iyve 0yl?...
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S8pooool/
- 8amue) Beckett, Kripps L56¢ Tape

3P001! + « + SPOOL! « + « SPOOOOL + « « SPOOOOL! o ¢
Miles's BlueIn Green...

There 5re no mistskes!t...

Spoolfese

The eyidentizyry moment...

Assembie the players ... znd the Zecoutrements...
Life 38 Zn%10gY +»+ 45 0XymMOron ... mishap...
Spooool! ...

Re-position the pieces...ple&se! ...
Attempt &'recip... & remix...

ButIwiant this!...

I &m rezdy for this!...

The tatoring ...over!...

The hand-holding ...over!

The hiztus...over!...

In the startingblocks!...

Rezdy!...83et!...

Yes!...YES! .o YES! 0o

This! ..o NOW! oo

Tweeting the hell ouwtof insignificants...
SPO0L! + s« SPOOL! + + s SPOOOOL! o o
What...SP0017 s

The Age of the M&¢...uponus!...



Grocery shopping...atbest...

I Zmso into Amzzon Szmpiles! ...

&nd haute cuisin€ ...

There willbe...then...

And you will haye £1a5hbacks ...sethaeks oo

They will bludgeon you ... Knock you fromsieep...
Force you t0 £0110W «..

No d&rkness «.. 3poo00l! « ..
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Flirting...&g%in ... with the outer1imits...
With moyements...gestures...monodramatics...
PicS.c.OFf yOU .00 10, 20yCE TS 580 ..o

unzbashedly sutobiographicil ««.

the too-clumsily-explicitsections excised...
1ea¥ing nothingbutself-transiztions ...
Notwithstznding...

Sucked in by the mikeoyer...

By the that was then ... this isnow...
Suchunironic enthusizsms...

Neyer again...

I h&ye come uwndone

and escaped through Zhidden pane] in the
refrigerator...

Beating yourselfup?...

You were you ... wrestling with demons...
who...outof hapit...mzde the donuts...

and the pazrlez-yous frinczis?...

snd the midnight rides...to 1] the wrong plices...
Defzeing profiles with neon pink spray paint...
and misquotes ... fromoyerdue 1ibrary books ...
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Yourusuzl definition of fun jamped b&il ...
out the window ...

Now wh&t?...

Now you're re-&rranging rolar opposites?...
Mis-13beling intentions?...



Insisting on misrepresentations...mis-translsztions?...
What sboutszndwich money? ...

Entering the day...cold...then colder...

0K, we can do this!...

Itsnotsobid...Notbad at 411 in fact...

H&!...0once yogaclass isbehindus...

On aclear day e

Butits not&clearday!...

Just zssume the position...&nd don'tleton...

158

The new epoch began &'few minutes go
without...BuyOne...Getone...

without fanfare figurition or pstrietion...

(as if those elements haye something to dowith itf)...
I too haye fe1t the persistent drams..of stalemate...
the appropriztion &nd embellishment

of both open &nd closed mics

though I find it h&rd to im&gine

ezch of'us with &'common core...

Neyepr forget the sodium jeyels of 1zme ducks ...

They preceded us ... znd unrecognized

they could blow cleir through the roof...

He/she is manning out the door...in summer pants...
Can you belieye the im)ess ceremony? ...

The disproportionzte transiztion?...

The squilor .. » m&ryelous ... yet form-fitting ...
inciting amelee among those in transition?...
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I wgs notin the mood for yisitors.
- Andre Breton

Alons, I think of cloud cover

and the state of &ffairs

that took possession of you 1ate 138t night
forcing you into &70's mood ring

trampled by the exoticism of time &nd pl&ce «o.



I always try to gather myself, yes?...

and 1astnight was noexception...

You could haye at 1east cleared the zir...

openedup, so tospeik...

but instezd...you gotbehind the wheel...

&nd droye ZWaY « .. into Z5ummer dzy ...

whije coffee tables sighed

under pics of manspresds ... zhd £aijed hustiers...
Playing visiting nurse...cold turkey...

wiping the hours cle&n ...

your muse grabbing &'ride from the party

of the firstpart

when relinquished opportunists

flooded the anti-chamber

bottlenecking egress for visitors who wouldn't 1isten
&nd droye you bananas ... with their could csre 1658...

160

But there's anuntidiness toit...

A sedquctiveuntidiness...

Anuntidiness that cian spellbind...

As in green...the fugitive zndunstabie pigment...
If the green's good ... it's 11 g200d +« .

11 pigments ...0n cOPPEr +++€8PCCIZLLY oo

Taking notes...in inyisible ink...

Hinding in &ssignments...in invisible ink...
Hingingupside down ...forextraeredit...
demonstriting the 15test

in roundabouts ... in cardise care ...

the dilemm&continuing

through rzilrozd crossings ...checkout counters...
hesyy mets) detectors...

streets of suspended sentences...

A three-ring circus...zone-ring circus...
&private session...withyou...bows in your hzir...
&8 resident sword swillower...

Tracking the progress of (dis)cards ...

The nitty-grittiness...and 211 that jazz...

The hills &1ive with sublime iteritions



of your(dance) routine ...

And you ... through the eye of ' needle... fingered...in the
three R's...comparing nursery rhymes... to-do 1ists...
Fancying ourselyes specizl ... if for noother reason...
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You tweaked streetsigns ... then pulledup stakes
with no forwarding Zddress...

And now its your turn toshaye...

Your turn tobecome zn A BCD...Fstadent...
&P1ayboy (Bunny) of the Western World ...

long in the tooth ...

mis-directing traffic...down one-wiy streets...
1ittered...withblaek &nd white

round-screen Stromberg-Carlsons ... from the '50s...
retrofitted for Netf1ix ...and Once Upon &(Prime) Time...
You were hyperaware of incidental music...

A proin the confessionzl«s.

The plot m&y notevenbe fully summerizable ...
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A fataous day ... A feet-on-dash kind of day
smacking of meta...

This is happening ... &nd this is happening
gbout happening ...

And you ...zg3in ...engaging and animsted...
They £1ocked to the watering hole

rining for the way thingsused tobe...

I wanted topontificate Zboutsomething...
spout znything...

but there were signs 1] Zround

spelling out approprizte behayior

competing with signs for Zdministering the Heimlich...

We Interrupt this screen dump for the folloving
.PSA o000

OF the 12,982 forensic sutopsies performed



between 1947 snd 1968

78 case8 of cife coronsry

due tobolus impsétion in the 1arynx
(bojus dezth) were reported
www.nchinlmnih.Loy/pubmed/ 1424826 ...

You neyver know ... You just neyver know...

You collected empties (not new)

&nd compzred paint chips (new)

rarely returningbefore 4 AM

to your monkishly regimented 1ife...in theexurbs...
Few got pastsecondbase...despite your prancing
ground the dugout...in &short puffyuniform...
Sincebzaek then it was &1) sbout you

&8s comptroller, yes? ...
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Iunderstood thatI was wasting time that would neyer
return, thatl wis Josing hours thst could haye been
besutirul.

- Alexandra Dayid-Neel

You reinsert pronouns into your stories within stories
beczuse they welcome aseductive angularity ...

the intricaeies of intimaey ...

of manning into him/her

in &parking 10t...in the next town over...

You're happy that he/she is happy

(2nd you're pretty sure

you'rebeing honest with yourself)...

Memories £100d the fiyve minutes

both of you bjue-penciling the script

both sides of the menu ¥ying for your attention...
Not interested in the specizls?...

Ghosts of 1iving friends s charaeter witnesses...
In Znother place ... znother time...there wouldbe...
There would be what? ... Unanswerabh1es? ...
Unfairt...Zndunnecessaryt...

You haye wasted enough time...



polishing the stones...of the New Year...

Moye on to the next item on your to-do1ist...

Perhips you should retrieye dry eyes from the dGumpster...
exzmine them for their proyenance...

their clissic 1ines...

theirbezutiful unexpectedness? ...
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A thin Zrm mzkes 566 szdder.
- Anne C&rson, Short T51ks

A1] subsequent faijures/feztares

willbe given thebenefitof the dowbt...
re-exzmined for negligence...

sortof ...

&nd encourzged to resubmit...

Its the paperwork thats work...

Pressed intoservice...by vhom? ...

Did you rezlly think

you conld/wounld get away

withit?...

Mzany of the dezd

walkingbehindus

&ye yictims of 10¥€...

Too many &re chomping &t thebit...

Worrying #loneness ... a8 ztalisman ...

In abeyance...

0f course?...he/she sgid...eventuzlly «..
Relishing the idezof thickskin...

of thinskin...

of second skin ...

ofskin...

And this too with 1ittle regiard for the moment...
Doesn't it seem zdyantageous tobe 1eft

high &nd dry? ...

Tobe 1eft...onyourown ...

I mein the matter 2t hand, yes?...

Tobe fascin&ted by frontispieces... a8 itwere...
&hd makeshiftshelters which...whoknows...



could hold the key ...

He/she has putout feelers...

working on his/her profile 15te into the night
withseyersl chiming in

after the (Greek) chomus ... had eaten their £111
&nd packed itin ...

The importance of someone to yearn for...
topine af'ter...

Toleznon...

Lezn on me when you're notstrong ...

And I'11 be your friend, I'1] BCID you cErry On +o.
The first geishi&were men, yes? ...

jesters, entertainers...talk show hosts...
1ife cozches...

My hezd spins ... with imzges of gambits...

A red Cobrive..withyou +es

in transit...

in hotpink costume...zippered noless!...
incontrol...

incharge...

in Zndout...

intouch...(&5in 1'11b€) ...

in the moment...

inasfaraslcan goe..

intoodeep...

in...termptus...

The finds &t &rchieologici) digs

h&ye 1ed many astray

&nd continue to dosoezch Znd every A&y ..
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Itmatters if you want it to mztter.
-Maxine Kumin

Butwhat zbout contextuzl heftr...

Words corrilled fromundergraduste sy11abi? ...
Cashing inbefore stepping out

orsteppingon

orsteppingover...



Alwzys the problem of irrevocability...
0f crossing thebridge...

For work?...Pegged pants and cable knitsweaters...
Act28cene 1...In the red Cobras..

My height intimidstes players...

They Joye 1E ...

Especizlly &fter googling wine 115€S ... 58 1.,
Alwsys the same sjuggish words...

Where zpe you £rom? ... What do you do? ...
blazhblzhblzh...

I traffic in consumsbles...

P36k526d 5610 00 A8 YOU LIk It ..

I hold the 5¢es...

Control thescene...

F11p the ro1es...

ButEIwsys ... Far fyom the Midding Crowd...

I neyer snticipste having tocountceiling €1168...
I mzke the most of 5 (sometimes) pathetic situsztion...
Rezdy or not, here I come... Yezh!...

The food networks ... Zmong others...wahtin...

As w&s 85ppho's choice on LesboS «.»

And now?...A11 Zécounting? ... Retrospective...
Approprizted &nd - idez]ly seamlessly -embellished...

Tskemein...

Feed me.,..

WhEtbig 1105 you hEye. ..
A1l theyetter...
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Readingbetween the lines to new ways of 1istening...
Curztorizl duties side...

Who knows? ... You couldbe next...

With those ramifications...

Snowshoeing?...0n &shoestring?...



Into GrestS8ilence?...To hear what you see.,..

Pirizting conversations with yourself ... withothers...
then doing Z'one-eighty &nd returning toyour yurt

£ from the insistent irrelevancies

ofwbiquitous machines...

35y 225in? ...

Seyera) are impressed by the way you handle intrusions...
Wild nights - wild nights!... Were I with thee...

Not thatyou couldn'tshine...if pressed...

H&ye you rezd the 1&test doggerel per whomeyer? ...
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Theunmooring ... &b&ndoning the original phrasing ...
10sing the delightful peculizrities of playing mbito
&8 if the subtext from Bergmin's

Scenes from & Marriszge

hzd made its dispassionate way

through cyberspzcee ... into your inbox ...

You &re between scenes...between roles...

between 1overs...between...

Zn exemplar of €13h ... of sweetening the stakes...
which more often than not play out in your £ayvor

&8 the 1ights of time quench the sky

with the warm repeti‘bion of Plé@e see

The motion to oren hasbeen ignored

or misplzeed... whicheyer...

the redundahcy resurfiéing «.. reassuringly «».

as yotaries engage an infinite 100p ...
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You tike ' number £nhd stire &t the meits in the delicase...
You haye suryiyed Znother trip to Neyerland

where incompilete sentences &re dizgrammed in full view
&nd pieces of jigsaw cayort toexhaustion...

Oblivion ch&nges color...&2&in «..

You &re tempted to phone & friend...

The deficits of seduction stare you down ...

Notsince...you can't remember...



An RV goesby ...brimming ... with circus performers
from your 0ld neighborhood...

friends whospent far too many nights

brushing with whiteners...while asking ATMs ...
over 3nd OVer «.. How do.I 100X? ...

Could it hayebeen &ny other way? ...
Review...&g&in...yoar options...on the drop-down menu ...
the ones not grayed-out...

The czged bird sings of f-key

drezms of coloring outside the 1ine

1ip-syncs Pulitzer'd composer John Luther Adazms's
In the hite$ilence...

Youbegin to fog from Abilify

when im&ges of your Zhalyst texting

while you spill your guts...slap youbaek ...

A session In the Night Kitchen wonldupend

his redzeted 88 ...
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You £i11 your notebook ... with Zzd@monitions ...
notbothering to correct misspellings...

170°

You 1ike tostart the day ... with your own cof'fee
in yoar own cup

despite the distress of your heels

on the sidewzlk...atfour AM...

You never stay the night...

Whzt would you tilk zboutin the morning?...
You're spezking in & mmor of pentameter

&8 Dante's Francescsve.

You haye stepped outside for smoke ... taking notes...
codifying 1izisons...(You're tempted to tweet

but there's no cell service down here)...

The thought of bezuty provokes rhetoricil escalation ...



butthe winds in the S8econd Circle

mzke it impossibie to interview Phiegyas
who h&s taken on the role of tour guide

&s if on &'London double-decker...

Whats with the coins in the passengers mouths?...
Doesn't this bost haye sutopilot?...

And why is 2ts0 damn Bot?... I coulduse Gdrink’...
Where's the waiter?... The seyyice heyre sucks! ...

Your husbznd's brother, yes?...

Ten years, yes?...

And now? ... the ggme over... the wordout...
bznished...forever...to this mzelstrom...

How of'ten did you sfl1ifyencounters...dismzntling

the £&1se sincerity with je1ly dripping from your 1ips?...
How often...in yourexcitement...

did you drop the hardcoyver into the bathwater?...
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The gaming tabies open with rhetoricil questions
énd ym (X X1 dJ‘.‘eSSed fOJ‘.' -the J‘.'Oll LA A4
insiston the provocitiyeness of Pol&1r0ids ...

There is Zlways something e1se...
H1ways something cutting into the rapprochement...
F1ways something that needs tobe done ...orshouldbe...

Building &n aZrgument for change, for example...
Your pins reflecting winhderiust...&s if you
hayebeen waiting 1) your 1ife for thebarbarizns ...

with &n eye toward sitcoms...
0ff camers; you worry perspective...znd momentum...

This is not the first time...or the 1ast...



Taking whit's happening now ...
and imagining what would happen if itkepthappening...
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Neyeruse the definite article...withme...sheszid...
Itwas then thatI rexlized I was weiring &tie...&nd
fiddling with it...fiddling with it...fiddling with it...
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Riding thebuses wzs ike being tripped in &S5mue] Beckett

play.
-Lance Austin 01sen

As if these award-winning vignettes informed your 1ife...
The steps t0... 5nd from...

Your 1ife &8 hypertext markup ... with sidebars

for £amily ... &nd friends...

Lafamilizde Ceciliz .. remember that?...

from freshman 18b-...

Recording fiye piznosuites

commemorating imzginary eyents...inyour life...
Isn't this what matters?...

Little consensus here ... As expected? ...

A knock on the door ... the scene begins

with widescreen guitar rock...

Field recordings ... znd why not? ...

Improvising on the script...&1ways & trip...

&nd he/she knows it...
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You haye sped through intersections

&nd gotten away withbutter

in &surprising conjanction of opposites...
When was the 1ast time you checked your em&i]
for wilk-ins...interlopers...

and otherborderline personalities?...

In sbsentizv..canbe fun ...



&nd you will haye enough time...this time...
to compiete the gssignment...

should you choose t0d080...

&nd ... it would behooye you t0 d0s0...

The intimzey of the bubbles

s1ipping outof Jobs's dent in theuniyerse

is g0od +++ ZNd wishfUl ¢ oo

We should b€ h&ppy «.+ ZNd We &1€ o0e

despite thebloodshoteyes of time

which neyerclose...

Your therzpist hasbeenbriefed

tosee or not tosee...which meds...do the trick...
the trick...notunlike priming yourself

by scanning lines

from &'few of your f&yorite rezds...

I myself will go with the zftershock...

of discoyering misspellings in ATMs ...
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Withyou...glittery gowned...examining the &ftermsth...
afraid thatm mach h&PPened s00 m S00N eee

A p1&te of spaghetti forgotten...

Your jush 1ife reflected ... in toomany mirrors...
Before you know it...you &re recast 8 zn opportunist...
or anoptimist...which is it?...

who will do &hything to curry fayvor

for zdimebag...of antioxidants...

You sleep in the spare room...within its spareness...
within itsuntrammeled willingness to Zécommodzte ...
within its DSM-5single &xis gssessments ...

tosiy nothing of its outlzndish yistas...

There zre yoices in the wzlls of the spire room
narrating the pixels of yourunexizmined 1ife...
dezxling anecdotes on the sullen streets of yourcity...
You feature countless times

and &ppear... zmoment toosoon « ..

on seyeril occasions ...

Little of import happens

“ntil the Players... with theirparts...



enter the spare room

relinguishing their passed-oyer 1ives

1) spiffed-up, of course ... st 1ike in the good old dzys
when spare rooms mzde for exzggerated expressions

by Pl&yers escorted therein ... following the dotted 1ine
of the body's shadowy escarpments

&nd whereby ch&nce ... &nd only then ...

would the truth of the matter rezr its hezd...

Three sheets to the wind ... &2%in ... and 223N ...
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You ride outsuperfivous comments

Passing &'room of g&rrulous mannequins

whose painted-on eyes...prevent you from doing
the right/wrong (circle one) thing...

The times ch&hge ...e1sewhere...

You worry the consternation of some...

&fter consulting Zdiction&ry ...

feeling energized by Zlphabets ... near ahd £ar...
especizlly those for maltiple platforms...

Its time for the future...

You Zre thankfu)l you haye done your homework
&nd smitten with the thoughtof more...

But then you 1e&rn there is something deeper...
something hiding in the sh&llows ...

&'deepey considerztion ...

approprizting words ... willy-nilly ...

from &wird-winning crossword puzzles ...

This is only thebeginning...

17

Intriguedby the fetishismof bending the zir
emigrants from the edgelznds

carefully toe the deep end of the pool (h&1l) ...
A mathematici]l reluctince ...

gdeyil-may-care zttitude...

now that pretty much 2nything cdnbeundone...
The wnofficiz) countryside...



of patterns ... 3nd Proofs ... 2Nd g&PS <.

The 10st encores swelling the scene

ropulzted with players on the edge of your memory ...
Your fingeronundo... st incase...
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If there was no term for something, it mighthe thought
that the commodity 1s of smsl] importsnce.
-Donzld Richie, 4 Trazetate on Japanese Aesthetics

Pocketing onomztopoeias . ..or onomatopoeize (either)...
The 1ine from here to there...fromme toyor ...

With you 1eaning out... &nd bookmikers - especizlly -
lezning in...

Celebrating 1ife's fine-tooth combs...

A time &nd &place for thattoo...

What if you were c&lled to provide expert testimony
on this or that?...

Could you ... &t Zmoments notice

Pickup where you 1eftoff?...

And now ... the dzy done...Can you im&gine?...
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Parking &silyver Bentley Mulsanne in yourbaek pocket
with miles to gobefore you sleep...

the syeep of innocents...

picking through &bin &t the corner iCizndy store...
your finger in the pages of Murskami's SErange LIbrEty ee.
eyen more hushed thanusuzl ...

You haye yideotaped hours of makeoyers

&nd found yourself nights in the editing room

with frosting on your doctored nose

rocketsbulging with parking tickets

posing &s Lottery tickets...

By the way, your iPhone c&lled insick...

The times?... They &re indeed Z=changing...

Its notsomuch dothis...dothit...
Itssomethingelse...



A new do, perh&ps ...

A reworked scen€...

Whateyer it 18 ... will be mass&ged ...

1ike the donor's heart

to znswer the questions that haye been Zirdropped

&nd tobe corrected Znilyzed bjue-penciled

&nd retarned...for reyision...15ter...in the month...
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Apparently someone else mzde it )] the way through
&nd tried on the yernacular...

You'ye seen these parlor tricks before...

We 311 have...1a8t year...in fact...

So1et's dothem &g&in ... &nd get rez]ly ho-hummed...
Always good to go to the white board, yes? ...

Re-up (28 they s&¥) ... 2nd get pumped ...

You're only &5 8004 Z57 s s REZ1LY? 00
Isthatit?...Well...I'mOK...if you're 0K...

Even if you're not0K...0K?...

Watch out for sedentary recluses crossing
sgainstthe 1ight...

Mzke it h&ppen ... &nd 100k what happened ...
Approximitions of the exzmined 1ife

but with Z'generous retirement package

drop-kicked from the 10th yard 1ine...

And please don't forget toenter the drawing

for oprera Mayen of the Year

strezmed...eyery houron the half...
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opuience?...Forgetit...that was yesterdsy...

or the dzybefore...

Todzy ... we're 1] sbout collzborztion ...

How not to drop thebill ... if it'seyer handed toyon ...
And of course the enigmzof pupillary response

to collzboration ... Channeling the undiscovered bezuty
of pupillary response ...

When necesszry «..



0K, 1et's p1&y this: you're 5t the gym...on the e1lipticil ...
The traziner-in-training is circling the room...

You worry exposure

but intriguedby the idezof collzboration ...

How much to pump?...

Whit zngile isbest for maximamburn? ...

oren your McGuffey topage T The Manibcé...

You mezan 1ike Jennifer Be&ls in F145hdancE?...

No! No! No! ... Not that!...

ourbodies intersect a2t the cicamcenter of the trizngile
whether we 1ike itor not...

Baek tobaek belly tobelly,

Idon'tgive zdzmn,

I done dezd 511654y ...

Butlets not go there mstyet...

Todzy, it's collzboration, remember? ...
c-0-1-1-ab-0-r-z=tion ...

Someone requested input, yes?... Make it new, yes?...
This is the sciry part...

Like Beladescending the staircase, saying ...

Listen to them

Children of the night

Whatmusic they mzke...

And Renfield...s&ted on £1ies...ever the rezltor...
Focus on the feet... &8s if you wereback in yourbasement
studio...

Cranking out canyas after canyas...

Which, by the way, I re&lly 1iked...

Deczdes pass ...bridges areburned...

Dylan thanks many ... &nd spears the critics &t MusiCares...

Come gzther round friends

And 111 te1] you &tz1e

Of when the red 1ron pits ran empty

But the cigrdbosrd £1116d windows

And old men on the benches

Te11 you now that the whole tovn 1s empty.”

Suspend disbelief, tike something



for your Shock of the New ...

Amignificentseries Znd bookby Robert Hughes...

which incident&11y I pickedup for Zs0ng ...

in #minim&¥t... where the Mirx Brothers feztured...

&nd many of us bozrded the ship of shtick...

some never toreturn ...

You, however, 1ived &8 you Z1ways did ...

Rewriting scripts to £i11 thebill...

Happenstance intervened ... &nd 184 yOu EWEY 0+« OF Z8tIEY 00
Following n&ture's hezdlights...Not #bzd thing, yes?...

“Bob Dylan's North Country Blues
182

I cantwstch the seszfor slong time or vhsts happening on
15nd doesn't Interest me snymore.
-Monica Vitti

Forget &8 well the Zlchemy of your zipcod€...

A good ideZ'v..but not scxlzble .. .by ny stretch...
Besides, there's nothing there...

nothing more than the placement of twoobjects

next toone Znother

£i11ing pages (?) with stars...underlines ...dog-e4rS ...
The t&lk...outside yourself...is good ...

Stepping over the rambunctiousness of words ...
Relezsing thebinders...before it's toolate...

Before the choppingblock...

Before the cue...for the finil scene...

These borderline person&lity mockups haye tiken
theirtoll...

Despite %11, they'1l do what they damn well ple&se ...
dining so tospezk with Nero

in his rotatingbanquet room...

Pandemonium? ... You beti ...

You've seen this coming, yes?...

in the momentsbefore you 1eft...

hands full of condiments...&nd compliments...trashed...
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.00 the sbsolute Inznity of cilling snything s fictionsy
ess5¥.
-Anne Carson

You txlk a2t 1ength with Keats...

You a8k sbout his words ... which you want tobelieye
were written in rooms with high ceilings...

You &8k him to 100k &t what you're workingon «..

He siys he will ...but then mans outof time...

There is nowayback...

You worry the fin&)l exam...

Later you &re gble todefine infidelity

toyour sitisfazetion ... though it isn't...

Strange how quickly the principled departs

&nd 1e&¥es you in the middle of Zbusy intersection...
sans clothes...

H&ye you forgotten to c&1] the plumber sbout the 1e&ky
faucet? ...

I thoughtso...

The yoice of God sounds humzn, yes? ...

Its nothing... jast the rejuctince to zamit the £ool ...
And your obsessions? ... Are they reality? ...

Shouldn't theybe?...

If the problem is systemic...

Yes! Yes! I Know ...

But then when wis the 1ine Zetuzlly crossed? ...

You meih crossed so that weboth knew?...

Your words £1o0at downstream... Parther and farther...
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You wore matching thunderstorms to your 1atest zudition
&nd delivered 1ines from Machizyelli...

Sorry for what you consider discourtesy...

I tried to keep eyeryone informed...

Itwasmy idez1astyear...80 I figured I would take
responsibility for doing it this year...



Andso.'.

Moy iegoers will zg&inbe fed reruns
&nd remzin confused
between mouthfuls of buttery popcorn...

Retrezting with yourboxed set

of heirjoom purple zmulets...

You're good t0 g0...

Rewinding the misrezding...

Its pulsations - 12 aminute - match yourbrezthing ...

Duct tape zdorns the wobbly diorzmz
carried Zloftby &beyy of'bees...

The £1ightplan...mimicking Daedzjus's
seduces Icirus torise...

Léwr L ER ]

Mid-zfternoon ...snowshoeing the whiteness...
There will be no pussyfooting

or double-entendres... howeyerenyiabie...
Yoursincerity...the spaeebetween parentheses...

Did I, 1ike you, miss something?...Yes, Virginis; ...
the new is toonew...forsome...

High-fiving Mzjor Bowes and Ted Maek...

Haye you tiken your vitamin €?...5hd your se}fie?...
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There Zre only So m&ny wiys one cahn connect...

S0 many ways to document the emotiona)l upheayals of
Passing ...

You'd think the &1 ternatiye would gbide...

Butthen you check their footwesr ... 5nd you know...
Searching for the perfect ramen canbe 1ike that...
You know enough ... &fter Zwhile...todrop it...
Drop itonto the collection plate...



If only parenthood couldbe planned with s mach finesse...
The effort to ward of  the delusionzl is, in &'word,
Triumphanti...

It would seemonly 10gical, yes?...

Imezn...the mltifaceted...and 511 that...

By the time you get toPhoenix...

The phoenix will haye risen...aboye the quay ...

and steey mills ...

with you 1eft holding & charred, utographed copy

of the program for the current yezr...
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It%)1] seems derivative...eyery 1asteiement...
Thezter-of-the-gbsurd derivative...

Drzmzof exposure derivitive...
Staznding-on-the-shoulders-of-giznts derivative...
Not £11b&d, yes?+..

A matter-of-faetness...zcultursl moment...

in which self-display

fronts for fear of self-disclosure

or reyelztion...

Like you'ye gotta watch everything you s&y

&nd eyen then...you're sure toget nziled...

The buzz in condiment &isies...

Your head stuck in a'graphic comic

fezturing your &vatar...gussied-up no1ess...

Cin you imzgine the itchiness...

&8 you crumpie the note tossed into your c&r window
while you wiited &t the crosstilk?...

What did itsay?...

And now you're baek in your room

blanketed up to your eyeballs

wiiting for your surrogite someone ... to deliver hot
chocolate ...

Using the app Cyrinoto textsomeone by someone €1s€ ...
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Ym [ XX ) as red c&rpet mnkie s00 ali&ses S'hlffed in PockBtS o0



Names dropping from the ceiling ... Any resemblance

to persons, 1iving or dezd, is entirely coincidentsl ...
You insiston farmhouses ... &nd gqueducts...

&nd emzils routed to Znunmonitored inbox...
Finewithme...

A quick pick-me-up...zprobiotic...mightdo...

The deductibie, howeyer, is stil] there

staring you down ... Not thateasy to 10se, yes? ...

YOU CEME oo e YO SEW ¢ o s YO CEME ZZEHINS 00 s

Reyeling in the 1ips of the neighborhood...

Stepping into the morning &fter

trailing acastof identity thieyes with false 1anyards
milling &round the £4x ... 2fter the Gwirds ...

Too muach fidgeting ... 2nd you know what that means...
Full disclosure yields faeia) tics

which more of'ten than not are dezd giveaways «..

I'd rather not go there todzy ...or any day for that matter...
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There zre 1ightning bolts in your cerezlbowl ..

You haye become true north ... ag4in ... Gerrymandering
the neighborhood in proyvocatiye tezmwezr...
usernzmes on thebaeck in iridescentbiue ...

Barwormed since Thursday ...

How Jlong, 0 Catiline, will you tix our endurince?...

How Jong will that mzdness of yours escape us?...

To whatends will yourunruly boldness hurl] iteelr 5tus?...

The bullet-holed replicaof something rez1ly important...
Grapefruits...forbetter or worse...

Irrespectiye of your height, you carry it well ...
Institutionslization will squeeze into your mastery...

What is requisite, here, Enyway? ... Roll back the yezrs? ...
Idon'tthinkso...Yellowing with &ge, I conldn't help

but think of the foghorn

in thatiittiebistroon the corner of homeplate...



Remembering the biscuits we threw #tour hunger

and how af'ter the entre, you insisted

on itemizing your deductions ...before it was too1ate...
Frankly, my dear...

189

M588 18 & numerica] messure of inertiz.-
- 8arsh Gerard, Binary Star

We 511 haye indentations...you're nodifferent...

We &1 worry criticil mass...

the nomin&] fees...

the exhortations...

sjiouching towzrds somewhere ... Neyerland perh&ps? «..
The other d&y for exizmple for whiateyer reason

I experienced Zmomentary 14PS€ ..

numbers tumbling intoorbit...

Zmetronome insinuiting itself into &' few measures...
the ce1list having forgotten herbow...

Wh&t is there tosay?...

You place your chips in the eclipse...

You spowshoe into white silence...

Channeling Emily &hd random ets of pulchritude...
lowering herbasket of cookies to neighborhood urchins ...
Your puzzie rezrranges itself ... withor withoutyourok...
Accelerition lways bests grayity...

The table is doubie-wide ...

The fe1lowship ...of c1&ssici] perspectiyves...

is yesterday...still yesterday ...

Something new...somethingunhezrd of ...

from your 15te middle ges ... wouldbe nice...
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Encumbered by the finish fetish

you reach for your jawboned Field quide to ¢etting Lost
and welcome the prophet into the room...

An oprortune Q&A

with plenty of white space tostretchoutin...



It's good to ignore the cayeatbefore silence grabs the mic
&nd 1&unches intoone-l1iners
so £1at they get 10st in the crowd ... immediztely...
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That you conld haye read the script...

without the intermiptions ... the ooh 1515S...
without the strip mz11s &nd their queues...
without those who - oh nof -

fel)] down the rabbit hole...

SoundCioud echoing their anthem...

The morning &fter...is &1s0 the morningbefore ...
Where would you be

if you h&dbeen able to rezd

your words before you wrote them?...

before you were pressed into zhother ran-through?...
Imzgine the excitement in the firstpage...

the principzis 1iningup...behind the curtzin...
your words rising from their moorings...
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I've got Blue Light Speciils on thebrain

&nd telepathic cats

whose ho-hum antics £1ip some of the days of my 1ife
forestilling the ineyitable

with yoluminous digs ...

and elephant handlers frombedraggled circuses
whose answers to fiye of the BIG TEN questions

te1] the restof thestory...

getory thatbegins with 1o0o0se ends

in theuwninformed Midwest

when &rcides were 1] the rage ...

They were 511 the rzge, yos?...

&nd sodbusters busted sod for rennies ... &nd promises...
&nd free passes to Miss Kitty's...

I thought I knew whatyou were talking sbout

butI wiS wrong ...

Maybe it's me but now you're windering thebasilic&e..



bemozning the £ate of urbzn surviyvalists

&nd their camo'd beneficisries

who took to the streets...once toooften...

&nd now ...barbarians re storming the gate

with rainchecks...&nd pps from midways

of sepiz'd carnivals

brimming with dging-out clowns bumping bulbous noses
with trapeze artists...1efthanging...

Did you think you could 100k them in the eye

&nd not see your sejfie?...

The se1fie you Photoshopped ... while the sudience siept...
and magicizns sprang from top hats

with &' yvelocity that Feynman himself

would h&ye chuckled over whilebeating hisbongos
faster than spawns on speed

costumed s Zmphibizns Zuditioning for & remzke

of Crezture from the Blaek Ligoon

which incident&lly was the first f1ick I s&w in & theater...
with my mother...&nd bégOf POPCOrn «se»

You hayen'tbeen yourself 1ately ...

I'm notsure who you &re

&nd trying to figure out who you &re

is costing too much time...

I h&d p1&nned tobegin the new yeir ... with warm-ups
&nd zdulteducation clisses

&nd independent1iving

but now with warm wezther £1ooding the traznsom

I'm rezdy to attempt ahother chznnel crossing

or collect misfit canisters &t the Himalayan base camp
mbbing shoulders with the polloi

for pocket change ... 2nd wheelwrightdibs ...

The other day, for example, I had &senior moment...
notquite 8€117 A11ce...by &1ong shot...
but...nonetheless...0kK, & nior moment...

&nd I was off ...channel surfing

for lostcauses...and incidentals thatcould...

m&ybe ... possibly ... hopefully ... tingie...

with Ztaxshelter todie for...

Is it rezlly %11 in the c&rds?...

Or haye I toobeen misjed...into dkindergirten...



ropulited with multipie person&lities?...
Now wouldn't thatbe the stuff for 2n HB) microseries?...
Little consolation here...or &nywhere, for that matter...
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Hiunting datazdumps for identity thefts...
Assigning numbers...to players in your fantasies
whose epidemic of namelessness

crowds outsieep...&nd the counting of sheep...

You &re Zmong strangers...fun, yes? ...

The freedom...tobe...or not tobe...
todo...ornottodo...

The new you ... costumed in sh&des of gr&y ...
inhzbiting the margins of blurry-eyed websites...
te&asing coders #nd first-person shooters

with objects of desire and 1aunch dates

&nd f1eeting moments...of screen-captare ...
Kiosks doubile &8 security checks

with clickable protocols...and £arm fresh frmit...
for those wasting time in the wiiting 1ine...
Surely this will morph into Zn eponymous bestseller...
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You &re sbout toopen ... &8 the Once &hd Future Queen...
in &n of f-of f-Broadway production

of Goshawk: The Moy1e...

&'regression 1ine...&1ine of best fit...

for your short-shorter-shorteststory...of Zlchemy znd
falconry ...

The word on the street is that you consulted with Meriin...
thatyou got free tickets...&nd 1imes...

&nd that the twoof you ... threwback 2 few...

talking old times...

In the heztof the moment

the scroll wilted, yes?...

But the Method stepped in ...

What zbout the burned-outpizzaman

&nd the other charaeter Zetors on your To-Do-Me List



thatyou kept waying in our faces 2t the ribbon-cutting?...
Yes, the temps haye been of f-putting...I1'1] give you that...
sparking images of sandy beaehes

&nd envelope stuffing ...

Perhzps we should c&l] their Zgency ... &nd return

to your Binky D&ys ... which you unknowingly opened

the door to...with &n inadyertentspeed-dizy ...
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If you h&dbeen on top of things...&s is typicil ...
you could hiye set them straight

or &t 1east hooked themup with executiye assistants
chirged with em&iling rejesses

to focus groups ... conyzlescing frombum knees

&nd other such inconveniences...

When did conc&tenation become 2 hassle?...
Everything mashed-up ... mashed-together...

with few downlo&dable eBooks

which thoughburdensome to some

occasion&lly spell thingsout... inblaek &nd white...
A 1&ndscape ... of £2ding inconsequentizls

will soon &ppear in your yiewfinder...
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You page forwird ...scanning «..

hoping thit perhaps by chince you missed it...
the inyitation...

the extended hand...

the quiet word...

This talk of e11ipticil re1&tionships...

of the differencebetween suspend ... ZNd PAUSE +se
&t the end of your sentences...

As if time were irrelevant...

As if the profusion of peculizrities

was-enough to circamyent the dul} day-to-day ...
And now you're cleiaring your throzt...
Preparing for what? ... Anultimztum?...

How of'ten haye you spun &round



only to find yourself in the s&me p1iee?...
The s&me people ... the sZme you. ...

As perfunctorily, yes?...

He wanted 2 profusion «coe NOf oo s NOf oo s NOf o6 s
She wanted 2 profusion ...

Noise, pje&se ... and chatter...

You Zre poised to go the distance...

We &)1 &re poised to go the distance...
howeyer...wheneyer...whereyer...

The pieces themselyes ... znd their wonderfu) integrity...
Your complete...&nd independentlife...
Hanging on scraps of conyversation...

Te1l me...&g&in ... dbout detazchment...

197

The d&ys ... 1ike paper...curl &t the edges...
This is &paper d&y! ... This is & paper town! ...
The bZNdONCON + s+ PEAPCr o0

The restaurant...paper...

The waitstaff...paper...

How we'd grab-1uanch ... 2t KFC. .. 3k% The Dezd Colonel'S «..
on our waybzek to the office...

black-eyed Susih «..ShZdOwing «s.

The red t&i11ights mutter something ...
Participies in tow...

Youbegin with &t&le of entrapment...

Your voice... incantatory ...

The commuan#); yoice jzrring in its intimaey...
Pirease spare me your vivid imagination...

Now you're going on zbout papyrologica) eyidence...
Yes, of course I remember Lon Chaney, Jr.

in The Mummy's Tomb ...

DoIdetect zn insurgency in your voice?...

Are you sure you want to go there...

now that the bargain basementblatherers
h&ire come &nd gone

retrezting with their wash-znd-wears

to their nomzdic hideawsys

GP3'd with &.01 1eye] of confidence?...



Are these eyents queued?...

I'min asvbjanctive mood...

I'm re&dy for rezdy-mzdes...

I need tocull &few more fragments...fromslush piles...
Its &1) zbouteyzding artifice...isn'tit?...

I mean that's where we will surely £ind suthenticity
outback...haying asmoke...

with Jim Jarmusch's Only Zoyvers LEFEA1iyC ...

Forget theblithering obits...with their 5¥id ayids

&nd their connect-the-dots sensibility...

The trouble you identified...is off... 2nd ranning ...

The interim chiir...with his/her new do...

hzd itdown pat... a8 eyidenced by the doors

orening &nd closing in time to Mary hid 511tt1e 15mb ...
The f1eece...connectiye tissue...

The zfter-hours mix the what-ifs ... with the wvhateyvers...
The clock forgetting where it is...

You pickup your story from the top...with yonon top...
rlotting the quickest route...between here Znd not here...
the bags of groceries...in the trank...moldering ...
thebzgs ...under your eye-shzdowed €yes ...

Pliying hangman ... in the back sezt with the whomeyers...
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No regrets, then ... hunkering d&ys here in thisbaeckwater...
Reyiewing your Normzn Conquests... journzling
happenstance...

P1aying croquet with paper-thin wlls ...
Voices retreztingbehind Acts of Contrition...
You signed on for the tour, yes?...

Everyone's dreams ...eyeryone €1se's ...

You may &8 well order takeout...

fireup Netf1ix...

&nd hire Zdriyer for the rented dump truck
that cameoed in your tween fantasies

when he/she invited you to £ Monopoly sleepoyver
and began withunbearable 1ightness

that plowed through 233 pages

before you passed GO...



Perhips the desire to fiction&lize your 1ife, 1ittlebit?...
As when we suicide ourselyes for survival ...

in whatsome c&1) &' Kierkegszirdizn Third REMOYE ...

Your drezms re now 100 years 01d ... &Znd counting ceees
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You &ppear in Zeracek in the surface of the code
&nd pick through vinyls...

s&ndbox memories of pliyers

inb&sebEll CEDPS oo s WOrn backwards ..
aaditioning for a#seat in the eye of the beholder...
the difference between here(s)...

between his/her reply to yoursuggestion...
ch&nged the males

notwithstanding their superfiuousness
&nd... 585in...you &re...on thebrink
wiiting for an rm to rezch outof thesky...
the sky that Dayid Bowie enshrined...

while teasing metonymic memories

of Penetration Dizlogues ...

You can't imagine, yes?...

Holding forth with insignificintothers
wiiting &t abus stop

jezking delusions of trayel

promising gdestination ...

Notone to hold dhything agzinst anyone...
You rol] the dice ... for todsy ...

chznhneling Cieszr in the Rubicon ...

&nd tap your fingers...unti] the craying passes...
Is this how you waht it tobe writtenup?...
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You haye choreographed the phrase in perpetuity
&nd now hold questions for rinsom

their depth 2nd dimension reminders of your years
of indentured seryitude

feeding 1ines to woebegones

exiting the stage...waiting tobe wrungout...



You haye nailed the moyes ... Znd more...
Playing subjectivity to anomaly

unmeljowed by time...znd the riyver...

your dance ... zstudy in mirror-image...
taking noprisoners...compiring pleasures
with those who h&ye come ... 2nd gone ...

and come 2ga&in ...

beiring words ...best &pprecizted insijence...
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You deg) euphemism...&nd s1ip pastsecurity ...

the music hal1f-house...clouding the drone...
wandering with couldn't care 16sson inked sieeyes
&8 if encapsulated messiges

were se1ling for jank...on the street...

Indigents switch ingredients

for compassion's busboys ... 1] this secondary

to the concentrationon gesml‘e soo

the humor disguised &8 & fatalists witty me...

You jot notes...for transcription...zmid the static
of traffic 1ights...0CDing night's follies...
toowired...tooclose...toclose...

rethinking #1ternatives...eyen when he/she sof't focuses
the context...with promises...of other worlds...
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Dissecting the szmeness...of jong terms...

the insinustions...despite the firewzll ...

the momentary 1apses

followed by nziyve meamaximaculpasS ..

How the morningbegins with eyes sboye cups of coffee
stz]1s over croissants

jamp-starts...in the afternoon

with Z'double-hezder...

Then & speciz) delivery...on ahot fragrantnight
rezding between the 1ines

your imzgination £illing the gaps

beczause you need (107e?) ... c105ure, yes? ...



You retreit tosesscapes

to the sound of the surf

the wayes 1icking the s&nd

below sm#&)] coastal yillages

wedged into the hills...of your shortstories...

And the zmbient gestares...of zn intimate bistro
glasses of pinot noir talkingup the pleasures of silk...
the fury of connections...
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Thatexperts diszgree threw you for Z'infinite 100p ...
Discovering something ... then forgetting it...

A tollbooth in the middle of this 1ine

miking it impossibie to determine if you &re unh&ppy or
sublime...compounded by the desperite cbliqueness

of the mitter-zt-hand...

Imesn ... REZ11Y? 00

And thosebystanders ... texting 1ike mad...

How could they?...

Then to top it off ... & dizgnostic category

crashes the party and upsets the zppie cart

oblivious to the nuances of those in the know...
Listen...Why don't we blow this joint

&nd tab ourselyes into Neyerlznd...or Whateyerland?...
C'mon ... Did you think you could sustiin the effort?...
What with thebaggage that has obliterated your se1fie
and colored your days

with muted Hxlimarkisn ramifications?...
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Your fixation on Zncientobelisks...is & pinched nerye
dem&nding asteroid injection

&'P1ippancy that deriils dime-5-d0zeners ...

And now you're swegting the stylistic devices of 3. Freud
&nd the probe of this poem

&nd the probe of something e1se not yet identified
finding yourself in the dejisection

worrying enjambments ... the Zecruzl of 1ines



the orchestration of Joneliness...

You're trying toscore, yes?...

Trotting out the notion

that the poet creates and &)1eviates loneliness...
Ithink you're 10sing rezders

with your otherness

with your self-conscious seifie...

They think they know what you're thinking...

I don't think they know ...

Wh&tdoyou think?...

Let them continue...to ti1k to themselyes

&nd propose their(unsought) intimaey...

The spin cycle is Z1mostoyer, yes?...

Trying tofigureus out?...

But inconsistency is our forte...our mise enscene...
Beginning with the 1ine How should & person 56?...
The nosediye ...yes ... isbound to h&ppen ..

Itwill giveus something tobelieve in

if only for the moment...parlaying streaming options
holdingus...strokingus...te11ingus to remzin seated
for the entire white-knuckie constrmict

with complimentary mini-carafes

of something mint-f1ayored...
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ooo PICpcely wanting, 55 we 511 do, just s11tt]e more of J1re?
-Mary 0liver

Thats the funny thing sbout relinquish...
The Etch-A-8ketch world we inhabit

is improvisationsl ...

&table-rezd for asitcom...

wazding through early morning rools
geross mountains ... znhd riyvers

taking elements of c&1m with our coffee
before the exit interview

gt &strange stition...

You spend the day painting... en plein sir
palette 10aded with mated pigments



capturing ... interpretations of your drezms
scripts...tobestaged...

This is whatyoun did ...

This is whatyou wanted t0do...

This is what you were meznt t0do...

We 11 haye answers

some better than others

well, maybe notbetter...different, yes?...
with t&g 1ines thatsometimes grzbus

#nd holdus...gently rockingus...in the moment
forgetting the edge...

1etting thebody 1ove...what it1oves...
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Connecting the dots of the day

mzgic miarkers bleed through the paper

the corners...unsafe 5t any speed...
Geese...honk &pproval

of coolhezded &ir traffic controllers...
Too m&ny books soundtrzeking your 1ife
too mihy pictures, yes?...

Reyiewing the PowerPoints in your hezd...
The s1ides ... znd their sequctiye 8ides ...
Toomuch? ...

Moments ...when &11 data&re dGumped

with the sunrise cijoling

&nd wxlking through zfield

you £ind hugebessts ...shadowing thesun...
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Agzin you &re in thebaek seiat...with Z'redaeted script
counting the exits the entrinces the players
&nd their parts...

Your 0CD-fuejed insistence ... &w&its Throwbaek Thursdy
with its 51ternate interpretations...its a1ternate
P&iﬁons Y



Wh&t would h&ppen for exzmple if you encourzged others
toshed their masks...their gzmbits...
their drezmscapes?...

What would hippen if you opened yourself
to the Seyen Leyels?..
Would the cindy store still hold its sweetness?...
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With you tdkenby digital fiuff

I've decided to stop obsessing over the £it and finish
of bodies in motion

&nd instezd map the terriin of humdrum...
risking sweet confusion

with & tongueless Joafer

in residenceunder the daybed

idly strumming guitar

in #'8panish cafe ... with &pps...n01ess...
Why wrinkle &t the thoughtof dawdling

oyer the saggy moments

that will soon oyertakeus?...

Perhips the days will turn into fresh 1o0ayes
of sourdough? ...

Something we can 12ugh about, Znyway, yes?...
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Illusory &tbest...butthen ... why not?...
The moments...peering through the gliss...
journz) in hand...

When eyverything ... &nd everyone ...

What do you mean ...s&ye it for the judge?...
I h&ye nointention of implementing #'full-courtpress
&nd...quite frankly...Idon'tciare

whit the 1ife coich s&id...

He t00 is just going through the motions...
He too knows full well

that there zrebigger fish tofry...

With the day turning wintry



1ets try to recapture the pl1ay

g8 itwas...or, rather, s we remember it...
Yes, we'ye 1&psed

but thats vhat makes it interesting, yes?...
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You should haye been carded

instezd of fitted with full-body Zrmor

a8 you spasmed wake ...

his/her hands explicating your microcosms...
Youbegan & 'journal

when 111568 135t in the dooryzrd bloom'd
smoothing out the edges of sitcoms

your g14ss in the mirror defying your 10sses
which soon increzsed exponentizlly

with the shipes nd colors of the rooms
whose ceilings you'd spec'd for restorztion
a8 you hi1f-1istened to nursery rhymes ...
Your family zhd friends gathered

for deepest sympathies

but you were e1sewhere

t511ying spiders in the trashbags
thatbefriended you

throughout your cruszde phase...

You of ten overdosed

on the bild spots of 1eft fielders

s they tongued thirdbsse...

This toobecame grist for your journsl
dictated while your 1eft hand

maneuyered the yellow Cobra::

repiinted red by migrant workers

who kneltbefore copies of your £ield notes
whije regqurgitating Z1mamaters

&nd telephone numbers

from restroom stz11s...

Concision drove you to out-of'-the-way moyie houses...
You loved indies &nd edgy outerwear

&nd the fiye o'clock shzdows

that caressed your innersaznctum...



Independentstudiesbecame your mantra'..

How of'ten did you picture the Argonzuts

&8 you mimicked your fayorite silentscreen stars
who time and zgain stiffed you for the 155t ca112...
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Your drezms of curating &h exhibitof shopping cirts
ooze seduction

&n oyerdosing onbjue pigment

&canhdying of the fternoon

shoplifted...from performance spaces

where dust refuses tosettie...

Persons of interest

hiding in the wooden horses

Parading through the streets

&wgit the phases of your tongue which

1ike the phases of the moon

&ye well-versed in telemetry 2nd round-robin competition
reducing so-called experts

toblubberingblunderers

paper-trziling their oblong 1ives

with highlighted aftermaths

&8 your delectapility seeps through the cacophony
bewildering those whose pages jockey for translztion
while the moon Zg&in engages twenty questions...
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Recilibrating the UNNecessEry «os &8 Z1WEYS oo
The 1inesbiur...

You escape into your cbsessions ...

The d&y &rriyes &mid staps &nd stripes

of conspicuous dejetions ... znd eyaeuations ...
Clocks 10se their patience

with out-of-pocket co-pays

Znd recurringbeginners...
Dosomething...in &neffortto...

or haye you too £511en through the craeks?...
Rez1ly?...1f you think sbout it...



Imein...if you 2511y think sboutit...

Certainty peppered with amgula..

Too many coyers, yes? ...

I would haye 1iked to hezr the zeoustic stuff

from their firstdouble &lpum...of indiscretions...
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The streets £i1] with widows ... &nd widowers ...
1ezshiess dogs ... nightmares...

Wh&t's going on here?...

Sorry for the intermption...

Piezase continue hittingup 1i&isons

for lunch money

while I sort through pocket change

for tokens ... totems ... t&1ismans

of pastplayers...

Look, here's Enzo Ferrari

fresh from &sabbatici)

pieced together...

You remember ... the champzgne

hugging curves in your #11-night gymkh&nz?...
Inuniform, yes?...

Meznwhile, homebodies suckup tosuccubi
ignoring instillation instructions

&nd 13bels on mattresses...

This m&y csuse dizziness! ...

Do notoperzte mazchineryl...

Don'tsay we didn't warn youl ...

Mzybe its the type of year...

&Michae)l Jackson type of year...

an E1mer Fudd type of year...

tonzl registers...bottlenecking...

trash pilingup withunreturned returnabies...
We hiye seen the enemy, etc...

oren Zwindow ... will you p1e&se? ...

The next chapter opens with...what?...

The executiyve chef distrieted...by willcreepers ...
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You try on Saturdzy ... for the weekend...

The 1ure of the costume...its episodic fringe...
Little or nothingunwanted...

What sbout the dericatessen...orsubletting ...
for that matter?...

Yourbedroom eyes ... ampstart my €go...

We need to forwzard the emzi]

1est interested parties will 10se interest...
Then we'll h&ye to wade through the cursory intro
doubtless writtenby anunderling

trying toscore points...

How mzny times haye you gone there...on £1ark?...
Those dZ¥S «.. My de&P + . » Z1WEYS come baek
tohzuntyown...in oroutof charzeter...
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Your days £111 with the rigmarole of incidentals...
And now the weekend ... with its pudgy demznds

&nd mis&pprehensions...

Cin you pickup the t&b?...

Thats astart sti1east...1ets go... From there...
Why forfeit your ability toengage

by claiming ignorince...of the materisl

covered 155t week...in Chapter 112...

You were tested on it, yes?...

The incomprehensibility you're experiencing

is partof the 1ure...

And the hat?...

Was it theunfunniness of undressing

before Letterman's 125t hurrzh

or something &s irksome &s plantay fasciitis?...
Wash and wezr the eyidence

Zdriftin espionige ... with those &yatars of yesteryesr
soquick topounce on inklings...

I know whatyou're thinking...
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They szid they're on it... No reason to doubt them...
Whatsboutyou?... Haye you given it any thought
beyond Bo Peep's 10st sheep?...

Don't sweit the effiuyizof the current

moment...or the cashbar... with its sharp edges

and penchant tostymie...

You h&ye pinned many bogglers to the mat

&nd though the outcome has the potentiz) tobecome tiresome
gowithit...phoneitin...

Unfasten the kayak...give it & paddle ...

The morning's y&wn ...sparks &twitch...dormant for
semesters...

Yes, this isf...
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Filling in the g&ps ... you can't imagine how it's possibile
to manage beyond the here Znd now ...

Excavyating ... to find &'new role

then dropping back

&8 if to dust thebody for prints...
Aciarenters...&ndexits...zndenters...oncul...
Like many, youbelieve ...

kid yourself intobelieving? ...

Haye the jokers been remoyed from the deck?...

Its your turn #8bouncer

&8s the one who handles situations...

the whateyers of crowds ... the somethings-or-other...
Ishould review my notes ... &g&in ...

Funny how words keep changing

bouncing into zeceptabilities...

Whats that? ... The zeceptabilities part?...

I don'tunderstind...the dramszof midday ...

0f course, you do...

0f course, you've seen it coming...

Of course, we'ye 211 seen itcoming ...

The muted tones ... the outrageousness of being ...

And nothingness?...C'mon, drop the name, 35rtre, yes?...



Standing ...sitting...1ying...

Returning to thescene...or trying to...

Is this your... s they sy ...comfort zone?...
Justoutof rezeh...until ... BAM! ...
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Was I the szme when I gotup this morning?
-from 41ice's Adyentures in Wonderland

A 13byrinth of incompiete sentences stalks you
through 2minimart...

Your 0CD...on F&¢ebookK ...

How of ten h&ye you colored the moment monochromaticlly
or £14shed gym rats while directing # PowerPoint? ...
Later, in the parking jot...

you'll haye plenty of time to p&y homage

o nose jobs Znd rubbery rles...

Pienty of time to resurfice ... in &bowl of Wheities

&8 the gluten-free 1e&ye their shoes &t the door

which reyolyes...in time to #somnzmbulist's theme...
Dejeting emzils surreptitiously?... Why not?...
Plezse don't &8K e  if I KNEW o0 I NOW dON'tess
OrdolI?...
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The game 1s Groot.
-3ir Arthur Conzhn Doyle, The Adyentures of Sherlock
Holmes

The costumes for kayaking will kick itup & notch
stroke...forstroke...forstroke...

the 1ine in the parking 1ot

wxiting tobe crossed...zt the creek...

Why spend time categorizing snores? ...

This is NOTQK!...

You excel t pantomime ... 5hd schadenfreude ...
Segueing ... &t will ... to questions of provenznce
and grayed-oat menu options...



Is there way around the question of importunity
where poor choices re commonplaee

and the sloshing is enough to driye some bananas? ...
Preconditions?...of course!...

A smattering ...of 0dds &nd ends, perhips? ...
Whose words Zre these Znyway? ...

H&ye you run the 5k past your 1awyer? ...

Idemind &'recount

&nd &transcriptof the deposition...

We 511 know the bigger picture's call-waiting
will only waitsolong

notunlike your own £5it Zécompli, yes? ...
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The ezr]iest form of zdornment;, shells used 56564ds,
1s thought to date baek about 100,000 yesps.
-Jenny Diski

Itwason the tip of my tonguebut fe1l through the cracks...
Forizging through trash won'tcutit

but rest gssured you'1l haye pienty of time

when the hird driye crashes

&nd the rain driyes eyeryone inside...

The yeir-end party, yes?...overtures...whatnot...
Did someone sy Mom nd POP? ...

They'ye been out of commission for years ...

Time to redeem your coupons for new place settings...
The past is tooslippery to hold on to

despite your delusions nd good denti) hygiene ...
Besides...it's neyer &5 good &8 you think it was...
Google it if you think I'm 511 wet...

Something will triggersomethingelse...and then...
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Funny how costume ch&nges expose our innerbrush strokes
&nd p&ye the way forunzhnounced site yisits

by philatelists worrying eventparking ...

Bzllet dancers with their tight tendons 2nd tightbuns



and tight demeanor know this...

know that with the right moyes

you can take yourself to the edge ...straddle it

&nd jamp of £ with gbsolute control ...

Playing name games is fun &nd £1irty...

Just a8k twizzle-dee 2nd twizzle-dum...

H%, 1 knew thebathwater was implicated...

There hiye Z1wiys been coyver-ups

&nd TV dinners with missing chapters...

You hza hoped to dispe) worry ...but it manzged tostezl home
with &n sbridged yersion of summer

&s recommended by those counting down the minutes

to the opening gambit...

Incident&lly, when was the 158t time

you forked oyer jeftoyers

to passersby who wenton to write rezms

Time to &djourn to the Cipe, yes?...

Not that you hayen't #history of &7v&iling yourself

of eyery opportunity you hezrd sbouton Staten Isiznd...
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.00 I you scrstch zn setor you will £ind zehild.
-8ir Richard Eyre, Utopiz and 0ther Plazces

I haye no ideawhat you're tilking sbout

butplezse continue...

I wil] set the periodic tible &8 requested

&nd master the misquotes

which should do well on the open market

despite the niggling problems with £air trade coffee...
Hayen't the cormoraznts done amasterful job
shepherding the summer?...

Who would hiye thought?...

The fascination with constel1lations
hiassentminions munning for cover...

I don'tunderstind the pointof newsfeeds...
Pieasebe patient with the ATM...Its 11 we h&aye ...
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You're prattlingon... sboutbzrometric pressure Znd
migrzines...

Hidingundersheets of sqund ...

trying to make the most of & nose-thumbing day
thats threatening tobotch the weekend ...

Rejesse the &lgorithms

butpiease try not to frighten the newly-hatched
who h&ye their own 12-step program tomaster...

A hummingbird's cue

&nd you're into the next chapter a2nd yerse

ta11ying the circumstances that squeezed through the
gperture...
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But then someone s&ys ... 0h, forgetit...

So whats the point?...

Yes, we &1 mix fragments of memoirs

into what we would 1ike to think &re tasty stews...
Puff «eo PULT oo pULT ..o the Magic Dragon «..

The Etch-A-8ketch &pprozeh to 1ingua franca..
Your mezl tucked into Styrofozm...

Your friends...b&ek to worrying gingivitis...
Piezse don'tblame them...

Ask yourself how often you stiked the wrong c1aim
quibbling over the plaecement of tchotchkes

your voice 1ifting...into amarginil climb ...
the hometown fayorites benched...

And now, Mzestro? ...

Pinning yourspit-shined Zecomplishments

&s if those in the know knew...

A terracotta trophy supersized for the winner...
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.o o nObOdy, noteyen the riin, hzs such smzll hands.
-E.E. C‘\lmmings



Your nof 1 experiment...orexperiments...
where I - 3nd many - haye neyer trayeled

though I'm sure our drezms haye dipped in &toe or two
testing the water with 2 fragility so intense
its texture colors other 12nds

Znd summons players ... to the play

conjuring the slots in Atlantic City
where...in Znother time...your 1o0kunclothed
odds-znd-enders

1o0st in the snows of high summer

mesmerized by the sound of thebangiles
encircling your thin wrists...

your voice...the colorof rain...
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Incidentally, the sidebar was zhit

&ecolzdes from the second floor

vying for &seztbehind home p1ate

where it Zlwiys seems...

You could haye at 1east tried

but, nobiggie, I rarely expectmore...

Its mstone of those things

thatseems to gain momentum... with ez¢h stroke...
Your drezms of gymnasts

before suiting-up ...orsuiting-down

for your 15test foray ... into the Land of Reps...
1] eyes on your prize-winning muffins...

A trophy cise in F'austy doilied parior

Grampaat the Stromberg-Cirison

the d&ys when (k)nights werebold

&nd steeds were prancing

with poor Miniver growing 1e&nerby the nznosecond ...

2t

Its notwhatyou expected...

First Netf1ix ...&nd now? ... the table read? ...

Why think otherwise

when experience his spelled itouton the whitebozrd? ...



Editing the one-zet mightbe the way to go
gt1east tobuy time

before we go in for the full catastrophe

t&p dancing with bells 2nd whistles

notunlike those who preregistered

for the cancelled course...

The 1ife of &'dejusion canbe edifying...&nd fun...
certiinly seductive...formost...

who instead of skipping to the 1ast chapter
1inger zmong words elsewhere...

jetting the jetters s1ide down their coolbodies...
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Mimicking Whistler's Arrangement in Grey Gnd Black No. 1
you &wiit the yoices

whichusuzlly &rrive 2t dinnertime

with stories, ref1ections, digressions...

sometimes with histories of common objects

1ike szl tshakers...or deodorzntsticks...

This is not your mother'sbziliwick

with its &rseni] of words

Jjaggedly penciled onto drying canyases

going he&d-to-hezd with Twombly's crayony pronouncements
from 1ost worlds...

You color in Agnes Martin

with #dizgnosis of schizophreniz ... znd shock treztments
sitting - of f her rocker -on aserious rocker

in her zdobe studio in Tzos

waiting for the yoices toquiet

before resuming herbrushwork

on six-by-six-foot canyases...

A hummingbird &t the feeder tweets you

capturing everything but disclosing nothing as you
exchange protocols znd arriyve - with French press -

gt the solitude of theblank pEge «..
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Into the indescribzble ...



&8 if sliding a¢ross amirrored ﬁmr oo

This «ss your fOcus «..

Nostranger to Yeats's center cznnot hold

you embrice misdirection...

the futility of bemozhning...

the 1088 ...0f what?...

In time, notches écrue ... the word sprezds...

The footbi1] team...ocut of the huddie...

&ppears s yesterday's super heroes with reyvisions...
You terminate the hiztus ... apply forsazinthood ...
100020003000

while the springing of fspring 1ezrn to roll

with the punches
Zaditioning...zuditioning...forbitparts...
yoiceoyers...
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The medievilists in the baek cirrels re tambourining ...
fast talking in #'dead 1anguage

gbout Intensiye putpatient Programs...I0P forshort...
I've had enough for one day with fancy fonts...
I'mnotzbout to jamp into Znything willy-nilly...

S1ip on your four or fiye inch heels

and &¥&1] yourself of eyery nook Znd cranny «..

Take the z1ternite route to grandmother's house...
Dickinson's Wheels of Birds... &waits your Zrrival ...
I've no idezwhatI'm waiting for...no idezwhatsoeyer...
This happens to you, &8 well, ye5? see

C&11 me when it's over...we'1] &8k forsecondS ...

That1]l throw some £or &100pP «»

dislodging the boredom of boird gzmes

with & few tidbits from Wittgenstein...or Whitman...
Ablind &11€Y sss TOrSUIre «os

where you choke on one &fter Znother?...

And you thought it was the expected thing todo?...
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The unreasonabie shoes of infidelity track mad



into your room

where you 1ie &8 if dissected

tossing words to the wind

yetting your casuzl partners...

Apparently you've forgotten that walls have ears...
Again...yes,begin again ...

Remoye your wrapP ...

L3be] your inked body parts...

You will find yourself in Chapter 3 of &' novells™
with charzeters muting themselyes

to impress you. ...

A UPS truck will try to insinuate itseif...
Frozen moments...but not withoutexcitement...
The imzge of you jamping rope ...

The dissonznt notes of a1ife...

Did you cross the breezewsy 8 scripted?...
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Stymied by incirient conversationalists...
telemirketers...desbunked scout 1ezders ...
wrong-way-Corrigans

whobelieye the end justifies something...
Amid the glory ...you do remember, yes? ...
Curfew was 1ways aboondoggle for thosebeing groomed...
We wiited for the reflection in patentleather...
gnticipating dworld...outof rezéh...

&world of bells &nd whisties...

Your 1ife &8 &jpeg is sbout tobegin ... again
with Apple's relesse of 1089...

Accelerite to Park Place on the board

then jamp ship &hd swim to the white sznds

of your fantasies...

You remember clubbing ... Znd the displieed...
their winsome troubling hands...

their grandslzms...

their fa1se starts...

their dishezrtening journeys in staircases...
Are you tiking notes?...

There's 2n em&i] in your inbox with store credit



and your next gssignment...

Trotout the seyen 1evels...go with Door #2.+..
There willbe Zplace fOr yo «o s FOrUS ooe
&place hidden from the CcOMmoNplace ...

with reboots ...downlozds ... Znd much Z80...
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Accidenti) or artificizl?...you're notsure...
Butthe 1yrics nolonger do...

And the sidewzlks haye chinged ... &nd the £4¢es on the
street...znd the enjzmbments...

You deserve beard today

with roving philosophers...

D&yid Lettermin &nd cluster £1ies...

Am notI 5 ¥y 11ke theez...

Hmm...time tophone &'friend, yes?...

Attach yourself to the next docent...

Don't worry sbout the moments thatseem &l1ien...
Everything is not meznt to £511 intoplaee

despite the signzge...clammy with fezr...

Letyour fingers do the tizlking ...

Forestz]] the ineyitable wrong tarn...if you can...
Thats it...tike the nextbus...
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You see yourself on &'train pulling outof Fstation

and worry €xposure ...

your eyes £i1l1ing with fter-images of zhother 1ife...

If only we could &pply the filter in real-time...

teasing would-be fornicitors ... 2nd followers

with words in the round ... roand words

morrhing intoquintuplets

who, &8 £4r &5 the eye - your eye - cah see,

willbecome first-rate watercolorists

f1zhking the moments whenunderstudies c&]l frombelow a8
if you -only you - can grasp the turpentine in theiriines...
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Some psrtof me has G1wsys been drawn to stories of obsession.
-Elizzbeth Ellen

Approprizting words from &n old dictaphone ...
I was gsked towrite this...

You recil) the minic chatter...2nd the finsl moments
tinged withblinking neons

&nd barges s1ipping through n&rrow cZnzls ...
You become obsessed with dilzted pupils...
googling the &ssocigtionbetween

dilation &nd attraction...

Youbegin collecting photographs

of £iees with dilsted pupils ...

blaek 2nd white photographs...
BEtch-A-Sketching the distance between you and them...
the image nérré'ting your moods ...

0fT hours, you recill the hours

spentplaying S1ippery...

obsessing oyer whether the eyes

of the one who was Itwere dilated

&nd whether it was &n advantage

in the darkness...znd after...

You remember studying his/her face

the expression ...

&nd how it chinged with the story

&nd how you begzn taking notes

to memorizlize the moment...

the moment that would insinuate itself

&2&in &nd &g&in ... into your obsession ...
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The inopportane moment...when the pieces threaten

to £411 into p1&ee ... &nd the time machine on the windowsill
begins churning out what seems tobe nonsense...

But isn't that what its 511 sbout?...

Spectrums of memories...partners...friends...

gathering for &barbecue ... in someone's baecky&rd? «».



Trips along the yellowbrick rozd... to Neveriand? ...
Aloof in Neyeriznd ...despite resolutions...

despite drezms...

despite the familisr resurfaeing...again...

and 2g3in «..

amzanuenses taking down your sputterings...

This &nd other tilismans scaffolding your dejusion...

7

Sentences brimmed with Z1lusion ... pace the hi11S ..
You &8 subject? s..0bject? .0

Iwill find mezningbetween the 1ines...
Aunditioning...despite the nausezs..

A curiosity that refuses tobe quenched...by routine...
En pointe...the indifference disippeays

&8 you immerse yourself in the choreography ...
Perhzps the excitement of what's supposed to matter?...
of what's supposed to happen?...

or wh&t you hope will happen?...

Forgetting the rozdmzp in the cerezl box

&nd the gzequiintances with their ran-on sentences...
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This is not &'room for mzking spaghetti...

There &re yurts for that sort of thing...

A1l buttoned-up zgzinst the cold...with 1eggingseyen...
transferring balances ... astbeczuse ...

orchestrating the place settings for &birthdaybash ...
Littie matter...the conspiratorial deadline

with players srranging themselyes for photo-shoots

will remzin chemically imbalanced ..

You were meznt to £0110w Z10ng? .+« o

Idon'tthinkso...

Since when did you trouble yourself with nuinces

or with the tracks of Sunday schoolers? ...

This conld be &stopgap ... 2 hack... 5z time for refiection...
1iving in & new wip ... with 1] that time toprep...

and twezk your MQ ...



A t3d musty ...but who's counting?...

You reczll your 208

with the deyil-may-cire costumes

jotting scripts from 15te night tete-z=tetes
&8 you mide your way eross town

in thebaek seatof Z'cdb ..
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We zre 1] tunnelers...inhaiting grocery lists...
flirting with former selyes

dispatched by voiceoyers

into the wind 2nd r&in and darkness...

Is1iving in the moment &n option

or has it toobeen grayed-outby instrumentilists
who hold the key ... &nd the score ...

to the 15testoyerture?...

Recipping what 1ed up to whereyer we &ye

poses difficulties...though not insurmountabie...
Its nothing more than what we're good &t...

Mzking do with the 15keside cibin of our drezms
while clinging to the hope of finding the fin&) piece
to the puzzle that peers from the loneliness

of ourbaek room closet where the spirits of players
&w&it the opening of the Series...
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Your inner Groucho tickled, you begin unpieking your
ditties for znother weekend of he siid she siid
cataloging the emptiness of mismatched furniture

&nd 15te-night detective shows...

You could hiye told me ... about the insignificance
begging tobe jotted down...

I am rezdy for the interview...

Stung into disbelief ... you choose not to follow Z1ong ...
Good for you! ...

Forget the trenches...you were not meznt for trenches...
A certiain foolishness enters the room...

You can't help yourself ...



&8 you study yourself in the mirror...

ButI know the ending...

Rez]11y? You know the ending? ... to what? ...

Al]l endings &re pretty much the same, yes?...

I wanttofloatunfettered in #hot-#irbslloon
high zboye the cities...and towns ... and cGnalS ...
of your imagin&tion...

I know where I hayebeen...Iknow thatmach...

I haye a1ways 2imed to p1e&se ... myself, of course ...
Etyous?...

241

You mizke zfunny £a¢e ... 2nd know you are kidding ...
slirping it past the others

&8 the czr wiarms for the trip...over thebridge

&nd into the City

with Gram taking pictures of you costumed

1ike eyeryone else

cut to hook the imzgination and jampstart the excursion
into the cilubs of the good ... theb&d ... Znd theugly s..
Its not mstzgame, yes?...

It's 5 DassEge «.« 2 ME2Ze Of hoOpP1aS .+

Iim3iike them...

nurtaring the stages of deyelopment

&8 experimenter

double-blinding players

hairy...horn-a-plentied

with 1ips &nd tongue ... f4ke phone numbers ... Znd MOre ...
from zn irretrieviblevneditible unconscious ...
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Your texts drip drams... with intermissions...
intmisions ...

imperson&l enunciztions ...

£1ree popcorn ««.

Trziling Zround with pockets turned ut...
submarining ...

Can we 13be] this happrenstance? ...



We interrmpt this program for dsbugging, yes? ...

The corrections shouldering their way

into the eyeryday

bathed in f1orescence ... in phosphorescence ...

in nonchalance...a8 if itwere...

Inzsmuch &8 it is, yes?...

The excitement of the express 1ine...orgasmic...
Carpooling on &'cloudy d&y ... in the passing 150€...
Passing cars on thebridge...

The sti]1ed c&¥s from your p&ast...

In thebackseztof the stalled c&rs from your past...
I'm trying tocounterbzlance things here...

The interference though is getting thewpper hahd ...
Why bother? ... you h&ye to a8k? ...

You haye to &8k?...

Why excuse yourself, then, ... when somach is gt stazke?...
Witchesburned &t the stike!...

As if we were someone e1se ...penning &hecdotes...
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You wzke with Emily Bronte...in your hezd...

andbegin the day on page 216 ...

The whacher (her spelling)

watches kites circile prey

&8 the d&ys of your 1ife open

to the middle chapters

hewn in &wild workshop (Charlotte on Wuthering Heights)
which atbest(lately) are 1ackiuster

&nd conld use zfresh coztof paint

1ike the eyesore down theblock...

You ignore the 100k#like crouching in the corner...
Fwould-be winnabe ... who cimeo'd on Wheej of Fortune...
justing &fter VannsWhite...5nd Pat Sajak...

The ti1e of two tongues? ...

Where did 1) this come from?...

Surely &MaeArthur Fellow

had she not predecessed John D &nd Catherine T...

There zre other items on your to-dolist

which most 1ikely will getback-burnered...



given the bareness of dizgramming incompilete sentences
to feed your 0CD...

yourbiographers...as well &s the 1imp but happy stalkers
from the House of the Rising Sun ... appe&sed...
overheiaring only the first hi1f of the sentence?...
Butthen...with the playoffs...2bitof calm...
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The body wnfolds ... from ' nightof nightmares...
ignoring jointpzin...GERD...
dissonzntchapters in out-of-printbooks...
Itrecoils...and enters awhitewashed room
tocollect itself...and the empties...
circling...&nd circling...

trying not to mzke eye contaet...

trying not to engage (enrzge?) others...

The choreography is deformed ... preposterous ...
Words &wiit words

&8 news continues to pumme] commuters...

The world...outof balance ... torqued...
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They're talking doorbusters
butyou zre trying to pace yourself
s&éred in your innocénce

editing notes you'ye jotted down
from the notebook

of your cubemzte ...

You 1ike to jamp fences

&nd feed birds who ride the razils...
Tzke down the tree, they say...

You ignore them...
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You sjeep through solicitations

&nd re ticketed for doing 62 on the of f ramp
clziming Black Friday



and aMagical Mystery Tour of Wicker ztPiert...
A conciye mirror intrdes...

You see yourself flirting with #fact-checker
whose 1ife resembies Zcookie cutter

dropping facets faster than names

which nosooner skip to freedom

through 2h a¥tichoke grove...

Someone insists Zb&rn SWi110W sss

You haye something else in mind

é?estige of one of your deep fantasies...

&h infernoof Zrms &nd 1888 +..

Do you recil] picking for the weekend

worrying that your tablet would hang? ...

I thoughtnot!...

Indeed he/she did in faet hang on youreyerybite
working through thit 10g of braeiole

though it was apparent that Belz Tugosi

&t the other table had rang the wrongbell ...

A t3d ticklish...tosay the 1ea8t...
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You rezrrange yourself for the next tike...
Cameras capture still-1ifes...

The film crew chiznnels Morandi...

I'mnot interested in 2ddition&] rehears&ls ...
Shooting cold ignites me...

Isn't itbest tosee gesthetics for whit they are?...
Ablush on the side of &b&rn? ...

Reenzetorson ﬁpws soe

Why presentlife chronologicilly ...cutting and
rasting the elements of style &s they occur?...
Exceptions 'R'US ...
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Anewyor ... with 2 new'do...will debut

in &p&irof pink s&tin coverills
from Fredericks of Bollywood ...



rollerblizding burgers Znd Rustoleum &t Sonic...
drezming &15teral to Hooters...

Pat 3a3zk sitting on Vanna White's Facebook page
while phoning & friend...

He is the rhinestone cowboy ...0f your future...

The irrepressibleurge toenter
the Witness Protection Program
foreheid etched with yeiys of hustling Bic disposzbles...

I'm Popeye the Sitior Man!

I'm Popeye the Sitior Man!

I'm Popeye DOy16!+..

I'm Popeye Doyle the S&ilor Min/...

Yourbody double ... double parked...
pole-dihcing in the cupole..

The neighbors...outtolunch...
Whatcame Pirst?...

The chicken...or the frozenegg?...
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The zbsurdist in you grabbed me mid-crunch ...
I'ye decided to continue the melodrams™

with yisitors in scene three costumed

&8 dispassion&te LPNs on 1unchbrezk

Zrguing the 1atest in metaphysical footwear...
Again, you will recognize yourself

despite your Zlterego...

despite the shout-outs...

You haye become irresistibie...tosome...
gotind-in ... for many ...

I've felt it in mybones...orsomething 1ike that...
Nothing trinscendent) ... nothing osmotic...
Just the same-old same-old

with its 1011yg&&ging rersone

defaeing se1fies ...



Doyou rezlly want tokick itup &notch?...

Little repercussion, yes? ...

Besides, the holid&ys &re rezdy to pounce...s0, who knows? ...
Midsections intrmding...

I've 10stmy place ... 5g&in ...

iniine...in thebook...

Beware gestures thatbespeik the other...

I recommend googling that...

For exzmpie, did the voiceoyer mezn what itszid
trapped 28 it was inside &n Znh&choic chamber? ...
The rightstuff...or the rez)] stuff... whicheyer...
Don't worry ...you'll haye time...
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Your UGG knockoffs do indeed send & MESSERE oo
howeyer cryptic...

As itshouldbe, yes? ...

What manner of brouhzha for the holidays?...
Anecdotes keep g'tweeting ...

what with thirteen filibusterers z'filibustering ...
to sy nothing of the conwndrum with the A+students
who haye £5iled tobelt themselyes in

for the ineyitabie crash

&nd will doubtiess end up on the cutting room £100r...
And, yes, the departure...from rezlity...

encased in &cloche ...

Your pockets £i11 with familizrities...

butwill thatbe enough? ...

The Times They Are A-Chingin's..indeed! ...

I'msure he/she meantwell ...

despite the posturing,etc...
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The bifurcated 1ife...your c&ll ... Zcheesy Zpp? ...
You pine forexits...forouts...znd ins...
reczlling pastcommitments

&s you page through regrets

your mother having c&lled the police...



more thanonce...

Thebasement... where you experimented
withn'sof1,2,3...

your trizl balloons

Flo&ting Zmong the star-struck...

You &reblemished by detiachment

the ineyitability of which danced circles
gZround your of f-days

mzking promises

that would 15ter turn green withenvy...
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Elsewhere, you experience Z rarebiography ...
&biography of postulates...of opposites...

doub1e MEeENINES « ¢ SQUELEd o0

1&byrinths...hidden pzneils...&nd then some...
Whatis it?...

Putting in time...chockablock...

ingratizting yourself

if only for the sike of getting yourbeirings

in this Land of Unsound

the electronic infrastmcture cridled in your 1ap(top) ...
You haye encountered these compositions before

in the thin hours of clubbing

asking for nothing...Yezh, right!...

You should begin to fee] somewhat composed

in ' Pewbips ...better to heizr yourself

&nd the common ground shired by &rt &nd 1patross...
The introduction 1ess hirrowing, yes? ...

especizlly now thit you've begun mastering the tracks
of your chosen form...

Think nothing of it, he/she s&id,

&nd you will garner praise

from the minions 1iningup for free sampies...
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You worry adjacencies ... and grand rounds ...



and 1ine-upsS ...

&nd find yourself mugging...in amirror

with someone twice...perhzps thrice...yourEQ...
dancing with the frightening thoughtof tenure
in the s3d playgrounds of retirement communities...
The notion of zbsenteeism...of disZppearance ...
bumps you into & faster forward

beginning with closerencounters at Bruegger's...
You know you c&n Zlways didgeridoo...

And, yes, circulirbrezthing will zg&in

release you

buy you time to weither the 1&atest inultrawear...
your inner gborigine morphing

into the nextsonic terriin...

254

Your histrionics &re history

now that the plants in theirembellishments
haye been watered

&nd tazkenout...for & testdriye...

Tire Pressure Monitoring Systems ... TPMS...
haye itz1l...

especiilly when the downside isbacking

into & parking space

with eyes on the trizl bz1100n ...

The ejementéary foci of gyroscopes

coupled with the insignificant pages

&t the end of 2book

hoist groping for mezhing toznew...

&1beit preempted...1evel

where ifs Znds Znd buts hold sway

with shape-changing dismay ...

I wouldbe zmong the first to crease the corner
marking my territory (so to speak) for the unspoken
who &re F1ways rezdy tochime in

with hot chocolate suggestions

&nd other post-time swizzies...

Plezse continuebiiling ...until wespot1and...
or areasonable facsimile...



which, when f&xed to Battlecreek, MI
willbring you know who fame znd fortune...
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As if mammificition were &side effect

of your(re)scribed meds...

&oophole in the quagmire of holidays

the biek hills decked

with Morandi's dusty hues...

I &m conyersing with the thens and nows ...
sidestepping &1tercations

&nd z1terations

The oblivion of the wninformed yet z11-knowing...
intim&ztions of immortality

recollections of Malmae place settings...

when visiting the 1&y&tory

required permission ...

Quickly, the parking lots are £illing
withblustery giftees

who desire &' return to the state of un-giftedness...
Is there indeed 5n equiyilent

to the humdrum of brezkfast drinks

that make palatable the blzh blzh blzh of Zhchors
sweating globzl warming

on whitseems 1ike eyery street corner

whijle dusting of f between texts

their honorary degrees...of freedom?...
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What 1f there were & hidden plessure in c511ing
one thing by snothers name?
-Rze Armantrout

In &voiced community ... A rezsonsble faesimile? ...
Rehzbbing yourself ... 2g8&in o0

you £ind rem&inders...of close encounters...
under the £100rbozrds ...



&ndbegin manning numbers

&pplying &lgorithms

rosting weary pics from yesteryezrs...

You &re positioning the stars over yourbed

for & takedown + ..

This will not m&ke difference...

Reyisit the maps of your years

Parse sentences

rethink the selections for todzy's menw ...
Transcriptions of your names fetchbigbucks...

This is not for public consumption...

Can you imagine the confusion

when the heat from 12v5°1amps begins toburn the skin
&nd the History of Lonelinessbegs to differ?...

Why now? ...

I haye no idez .. None whatsoeyer...

Perhzps reviewing the dzijlies one more time

will shed 1ighton the contents of the missing chapters...

&7

Why be facetious ... using non-words
withbinary £1570rs?...

Feeling £001ish? ... At this time of the year?...
Neologisms? e

No, the transits &re in transit

&nd the scenes are £4]1ing intoplace...

As if there were 2n oyerseer?...

Happenstance ...

Ah, serendipitous, yes?...

H&ye you ag&in forgotten your 1ines?...

You neyver hzd 2’ problem entering &'club

and winging it...on the f1y...

Searching for &'delusion to grab-onto...
Notunlike the restof the cast

with theirexits...and their(en)trances...
their of fset gypsyisms

&nd monocul&y perspective...

We haye tangoed outside the 1ines...many times...
Humpty Dumpty &8 spotter...



g8 sepris] 1istmaker...

&5-drone...

You haye waxed 2nd waned with...uh,

I've 1lostcount...

Little matter...the taxonomy ... though Procrustezn...
WOrks «e.

That is what it's 11 about, yes?...
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Yes, I know you saw it coming ...

hard and fast and in-your-face

g&ggles of oOm-p&-p&s... within earshot
seeking professionsl words

in their curmudgeonly way

whilebuying time on the parking meters
of their gratification...

Lots of hootin' 2nd hollerin'

which w&s supposed tobe £big surprise
but thatwas 155t night...now...

with its wilted 1ine of happy questioning
&nd one-too-mazny-overnighters

from past odysseys

when enigmatic &¥atars held sway

&nd curiosity was heayy metal ...

Come to thinkof it...zrms zkimbo

would haye been &'nice touch...
therapeutic...indeed...

which Z¢cording to telemarketers

is guaranteed toelicit dismissiye 100ks
from p&ssersby

who know notsomach...

Butwe knowbetter, yes?...

Remember the shore

with words sulkingbetween the 1ines

on the hotsand

whenoutwasout znd in was in?...
Premzture, perhips? ...

Itcanbe reyersed

if you're willing to go the extrazmije...



don &'costume ... for the durztion of the interrogation...
spezk iteratiyely in phrases

clandestinely applied with &'cazmel-hairbrush ...
Notso?...

Check out your cirbon footprint...

Can you honestly s&y you've eliminated s&1t
fromyour past1ife?...1ives?...

Food preparation qua reparation

&n inter-ocularundertzking...if'eyer...
standing h&lf-naked in the kitchen

matated banjos dueling in the background
stirringup trouble...

Whitbetter way, yes?...

9

The committee conyenes to determine when & work of Grt
cannotbe £ixed or restored in the traditions] ways...and
must, Instesd, be replicsted.

- Ben Lerner, The Custodiszns

Using 3-D printing to fabricate sculpturi) assemblzges
of body parts ...some bodies tike in the exhibits at the
MISeUM...

others scrub toilets...

An old-timer the color of dust rides shotgun in & pickup
the color of your scrunched hzir...

Using the remote toswitch roles...&g&in%...

Why monkeyshines? ...

Your mother dead 15 years thinks you're out walking
yourbigblack matt

&long the eerily-eleyated High Line...

Thinking re-purposed grtifaets?...

A jamping-off point...so tospeik...
Mystery?...Yes!...

Warning: In the currentshow of Internet srt

the complexity 1s not indicsted in the plaesrd

beside the sculpture...

Reprinting your pastscripts in 3-D?...

The endgzme cometh «..



Wooden players zdjust their digits] timers...
Iwill join them after I 1024 theboiler...
Insignificant treasons...of the heart...

You &wiit the remike

summoned by mockups ...of past odysseys ...
trizijers expelling intricite engines

from the Renzissance...

I knew you would ...

Embrieing nazivete...ignorsnce...
Hover...then drop...

yourultrasounds...off the charts...

Forget Into GrestSilence...

Cage's 4/ 35"«

There is noperfectsilence...

Acti13cene ...

You are(at) your ownbest...

nose pressed to the still-yisible constellations
double-blinding players

whose hand-held buzzers emit intricate patterns
of the mortal...

thebody 2nd SO0 +++s0NCsss

You recil] their 1ines...their moyements...
their gestures...the rehezyrsils ... the retékes...
It's 511 g00d! ...

Ferz) cits skim the edge of trees...

There zre others... a8 well ...clamoring for something ...
&yatars ... frosted with Faeebook

rezdy willing sble for 1e&ps of £aith...

their mirginilization duly noted...
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Look, you haye to haye 511tt]e £faith in people.
- Marie)l Hemingway, Manhattan

Shortchapters...make them short!...

Like The DzVinct Code...0r TtOPI&?...

Woody &hd Dizne on Zbench benezth the 59th Street Bridge ...
They h&d tobring in the bench, you know ...

I've h&ad tobring in &bench...many times...



Beciuse you wanted tobe romanticilly involved? ...
Chianneling Lord Byron? ...

Mz4,b&4, 2nd dazngerous to know ...

Spoiler!...

Cut to The Grand Budspest Hote] ...

Piecing together 21ife... fromscrips...

Why &re you s0 depressed? ...

Not jastdepressed...but sodepressed?...
Fzirquestion...

Beczuse of my Zgorzphobi&? ... my phobophobi&? ...
In your own words, p1e&se ...

0K, I'vebeen &t this for hours...
fordzys...months...years...

Eyerythingeclipses eyerything...

Ishouldn't hayebegun ...

Ishould'ye 1eft the notes in the nightstand...

The nightstand has taken wing...

Angeis...&re pissing &nd moning ... &5 well they should ...
Dosomethingbefore its oyer...

0K, I'm rewriting the script...

I'm going to ditch the multiple choice questions...
Multipie-choice questions?...

Yezh, can you imzgine?...

Multiple-choice questions?...

Hundreds of them...

Life deseryes an essay question ...

An ess&y question ... with extrz time

&nd #ddition&) blne books ««.
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Doing time in the fun house

the mirror reflecting your syllogistic somztotype
belieying the words of buskers

the slow curye to home plate

#nd the swings in the 0l1d neighborhood ...

Tell me when your password expires

&nd I will enter the migic room

where c&ts brew tea for associztes

and wigglers wiggl€...



Whts with the 15test instaliment in yourbiopic?...
I30ve the costumes...

Magnanimous of you ... indeed...

but now he/she expects tobe included in the 100p «..
1ike the puppy whose wet nose is pressed

Zgainst the petstore window...

Guaraznteed towzne?...Yoabet!...

This posturing...in public no1ess...
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Butthe 1ines &re throwiways ... the perspectiyve trumped...
compartmentalizing your demons ...

Act28cene2Line 33...

Wherefore srt thou (insert nsme)?...

Isee...the parched facade ... theblemishes...

Butdon't we &11% ...

Foreshortening may work...

Allow you to &ppriise past escipades ...

Can you dez] with the attention ... fresh of f the omnibus
on which you were held...peryour wishes? ...

Beczuse why? ...

Ah, yes, beczuse you were engiged in deyelopmentsl studies
with their Type II errors in gbeyance

&nd 51008€ cihnon tethered to your toned c&1f «..

0f course they're 100king ...

yourbiekpaek or attache

brimming with paperwork...bound for g10ry ...
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Late nights on rickety scaffolds...s0liloquizing ..
fraetils costumed for clubbing

and something 100s€r...1ess will in the world...
rumping regulzars for chump change

ignoring irregulars

who engige mindfuiness ... with 2 takeawsy ...

then sweat repercussions

while noodling entropy ...



A1t-8hift 2nd you're home free...

tapping out melodramas € four AM

with Cinderellz heels...

providing sznctuzry tobrezd truck driyvers
who get more than your zutogrzph ...

then fayorite you

while peeping through shutters...

You m&p Z'different route for yesterdays

but your GP3sends you of f-course
intodoldrums...

Do you know enough now gbout the ins Znd outs
theups a2nd downs

the sidelong insinuations

of window-shopping

of playing hahgmzh ...onbridges

in the middle of snowstorms?...

The mzkeoyer cut to the chase, yes?...

with its ran-through of opening scenes
P1ayers ... teary-eyed...

reviewing crumpled pics...

You pliyed your hind to the max

rode out your 1long-legged zddendz with insider trades
&nd short-term hookups

casczding schemes unti) further notice

from incumbents who didn't know &nd didn't care
&8 if rent-a-g&rgoyle was in cghoots

with the weary ghosts

shuffling through the crystal castles
feztured on the front page of that rag

you pickedup checking out of Motel 6...
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Someone should record this...
Absentcondescensions...

You cin do this...

Assume ownership of the charzeter...
Meetyourself REILWEY o ..

OK, into the dzrkness ...

Then?...



"A11 the world's G8t386," yOS2.s.

In Friendly's... vith interlopers...

Can we startoyer?...

No idezx..

Stop ... 51258y ... with the Zn51yzing...
Ditch the script...

I'mcutting snd pssting ...

Iamin srestaurint...

T5p the 5pp, 51re5dy ... P16556...

OK, 0K ... I'm rezding the menu

looking for stheme...zeconceit...
Whzt?... Drop the formzlities...

Find the door into the charzcter...

But the charzeter has disappessred...
Wing itthen...

Szns this...szns that...szns this snd that?...
Squabbling with those in the know?

In the frontrow?...

Bresk through the Fourth Wall...

only you can preyventusurpztions...
This time withoutbzékup...

Without the profile... which was sketchy ztbest...
Iamatmybest...
Withoutoyerworking?...

Pzee...Isn't thatit?...

Now 100k 5t whatyou've done...

The sudience hi8 disZppesred...

But this 15 £00d, y687...

You zreby yourselst...
Nonextline...nonextscene...

freeing yourselst to (£111 in theblsnk)...
No dropdown?...

Nodropdowni +..
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Quizzical stares 1ead to &' room where empty nesters
ezger for the next assignment

tike the scenic route to work

s1ip through mets]l detection ... &hd into cubes



toengage their fantasies ...before unch...
Somethingbodes well here

gaining momentum with Ashberizn clarity
wrestling with the script

high water marks notwithstanding...

The new millennium continues tostrut its stuff...
Santawill find out who's naughty and nice, ZNyway «..
Some prefer not to carbo-102d...

Some prefer to pick themup Znd put them down

in full view of Z'dioramzof Zrticulated porn stars
sporting incidents) g&loshes

speiking exponentisl yolumes

brimming with Zrchitectursl references...

Is this working?...

Is itmzking zdent

in the indeterminste afterthought? ...

Its time tocut tothe chase...

Tostop picking 1int...

There is nostory here...no1&nhdfill ...

no hooks ...

nor ax togrind...

nothingbeyond your metric...

Z'drop in theunimaginabiebucketof 1eftoyers...
X+Y+Z5MOre..s0r1ss se
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Big-h&ired backyard barbecuers
dance feyerishly

in yellowing col1%ges of picS...
zigzag through the neighborhood
trafficking in incidentals...
fingers...keyboarding songs
swollen in possibility ...

sheer happenstance

&nd g&rage band colorzturi...
Rec&]) the duct tape

its iterations

when what to my wondrous eyes should appear
caScades of ganglis™



interspersed with 1&rge drops of rzin...
This wil] t&ke some expl&ining ...

Is this the winter...of our m&lcontent?...
The song &nd dznce continues...

Dogs &nd ponies celebrate

proof ...of existence

10gging rozds znd jankyards

vying for & place in the Znnals

of sm&]] town etiquette

&nd independent fiims...

0f course, you can doit!...

well, there's #lways afirst time

(don't deny it) ...

but with zZncient history snapping atour heels
it feels new...as if Scene 1 resurfaced
in REMsleep...

How many years ago was that, 2gain?...
Furniture misic

the invasion of smart devices...
takesways thrown Wiy «..

one could £ashion &n excuse (I suppose)
grchitecturzi) embellishments
pock-mirked with red znthills
kickingbaek with Zbeer

&t the cornerpub...

the ongoing conversations

finessing flirtations

&8 if the countdown hadbegun

&nd Jocils hid taken to the high ground
fearing £100ds

triglycerides

broken promises

from others ezrmarked for their contributions
to zdult coloring books ...
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Circumjocution ...if only...

mired in rermans ... the solzee of the familiar...
taking abreak...



&ssembling rationales for the hiztus...

you find p1antiife...
Zerazck in the glass...
from moment to moment
and then the dryingout...

movingon ...

folding yourself into Zn enyelope
with instrctions for re-entry...
riff1ing through dog-ezred pages

transfused...

&8 if in the nirrows...boats bottleneck
thenbegin without wziting...
Rtwiziting...for what?...

The blahk PERE? «s.

The incomplete sentence? ...
You too castoff

then rethink

1ines from your £4&vorite books ...

your fayorite films...

By why now? ...

Now when the others zre gbout to zrrive?...
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Cartesian Juminaries...of the mostoutlandish...
broughtin...&tthe 15stminute...

on ferryboats...saturated with artsy stuff...
Where toput in?...

My dreams paralyzed

demanding answers to questions

orrhzned inbiue books «+.10N& ZZO0 s+ »

You are heartbreakingly, disarmingly funny ...
illuminating the whit ifs

so dezr to many

especi&lly on Tuesdays 2nd Thursdays



when the bagels &re &t their mouth-wateringbest...
Back 2nd forth ... &nd 25iN o

Imzginations rekindled...

Smooth fzces in fun house mirrors...

with words...Frostizn...

catapulting amind of winter

into the present tense...with &1] the fixins'...
Instezd of communion ... %8010 foray

within which words come zliye

&nd 1ezd toszlvation

and/or to that place for pondering the afteryife...

269

You spend &fternoons with homonyms...

connecting dots of primordizl imzges

with the speed of & python...

In the free-weight room &t the gym...15hguage eyolves ...
Theblinds withdraw...

Amznuenses Zppeir ... for St. Valentine's D&y ...

You continue to pump iron

Zdsting the sweits you took &shine to

without zsense of drezd...

The costume - &8 Book Of D&YS «s»

s notations sanded smooth by prevailing winds -
ans d€eP ss s

Cose encounters of some kind ...

You tap your smart phone to thebezt

of his/herenunciztion...

Three sets of 12 reps, yes?...

You &re reminded of

those times...15te 2t night whenyou ...
enraptaredby your Kindle ...

keep zdjusting itsbrightness forbetter or worse...
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This standstill is senseless...but necessary...

Let's recip the past few hours days months...
You gaye (hezd?) at the office...



butdidn't inh&le ... while Zrch-conservatiyes polliwogged
their way to keynotes...

We need to 1isten to clusters of notes before we decide...
Noone note zlone is go0d Orbzad ...

Hours spentsquiggling on The Freddie Freihorer ShOw ...
its mxtaposition of Zrms &nd 1egs

spawning footnotes...

some pages 10ng ... notunlike DFW's ...

gthietic...atthe yery 1east...

Good that you sjoughed of f the secusztion of redundancy «..
There's zn zesthetic consciousness

in this gaggle of blunt &ssertions...

thismess...if you will ...

this close encounter of the pathological kind...

Fear not!...the green 1ight... the &pplizuse...

the key to the hidden roombehind the bookcase ...

in the 1ibrary...will temper in time...

Yes, thebutler did it...with the candelzbrum...
shuffling off his mortil coil ... to Buffilo

with #'windchill in the negative tweens...
Butarentmost?...

John B. Watson for example knew exzetly what he was doing...
before hisstint as M&d Man ...

bedding down his graduste ssistant Rosilie

while conditioning Littie AlbertB...

who w&s neyer counterconditioned... to fear fur...
Neyer forget the basement of the Alamo, yes?...

You too have hid hybrid encounters

&nd g reluctance to reyezl youruserid

to anyone but your hairdresser

in your 50-minute hours on Skype

bumpingup agzinst The People's Court...

1itigating the 1itt1est 1egalities

(4 one chooses to cz11 them that)...

whijle tzking inspiration from she who mustbe abeyed...
Evidently...cEMeUDP +os Z8EIN o oo ZNd EZZEIN o0

2n

Inmprehensible regurgita‘tions X



overtake many of those

who seek solzce in the ballzdeer's tongue ...
conjuring the self...

while outside snow spezks makeshift lyrics...

We &re releised ezrly for good behayior

to rouse the ire of the nasty weather...

procketing vi&ls of Teflon for the folksbaek home...
The streets clownus...

There willbe noescaping the night...especizlly now
with your digry yeering intounconsciousness...
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You thought you could unraye] the 1zaghter

Zlof't in strange machines

piloted by noyitiztes grown weary of story-telling...
When the time comes, yes?...

The ink dissolVing ...

The zudience exiting ...

Remzrkzble in your post-Vahna White protocol
smoothing Zrchaeological muin

from the third centary BCE...

Surprisingly easy to wilk the strazight and narrow, yes? ...
How many haye zdjusted contrasting embellishments
4nd resumed P&y ... &8 if it were nothing?...

Pzwn toqueen four...

Happenstance knocking &t the door...

Time to re-enter the crinkled photos

when box lunches rode roughshod oyer dejegates...

Beginmute...

Mzke z1eft turn here

while the yoiceover is catching itsbreath...
Im&gine circumyention...

Count the number of bagels in &baker's dozen
to help you regzin afirm footing...

&nd faee the unknown with & patchwork quilt
and matching ambiguities...



&dmw"’

You will see what youbelieye

gbsent the existentiz) interyview
and/or debriefing ...

Asyou wish «..

the miin charaeter was heard tosay
before remembering forgetfulness

&s if one two three threw open & portzl
to Zmagic kingdom...

We &re reminded of incidentils

echo chambers

classrooms f£illed with images of recipes
for navrigating 1ife's eddies...
inspiringus toconfront the dilemmz
of remzinders

&s if jamping the gun meantmore...
Your six-yesr-old can do this, yes?...
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Sparring with place settings ...zt 10w tide...
&8 if rationalizingutensils with asense of know...
Fecordion dresms biek-pocketed...

tomorrow's yersion ...on the tongues

of news Znchors mired in flotsam...

Hum Z1ong ... if you 1ike...

with the disson&nce of the Jersey shore...
where tete-z-tetes gasp their 1ast

on the Bayone Bridge

during mush hour noiess

&nd Roxanne tweeted something

sbout Jumbzgo £hd Leonirdo DiCiprios
most-tweeted Oscar momentof 1] time
surpassing even Ellen DeGeneres's se1fie...
Can you im&gine?...

And justthink...when the circus comes to town
you can suit-up forstand-up

on the high-wire...



your four-inch heels...excuse me, five-inch heeis...
st what the doctor ordered...

P1aying ICT ... &t the 1ight...

your coming (out) attraetion...0scéir Night...

on the red czrpet

gwaiting your cue...coat-racked zgainstcazim...
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People 1ike to think thstI wss frustrited....
- Rose Wylie

Hickory, dickory, Doc Martens...eyidently ...

&nd then some...&full tank of g&s is notenough...
is neyerenough...

I celebrate my se1fie, 2nd sing my se1fie...

8 if bygones were ...

while the Jooney tunes in the Joonybin
soundtriek anunexpected dzrling of the &yt world
glaring frombeneath her pewter-graybob

seeded with happenstiance...

nomenCIa'bxre X &1@9 CaNNON +++ 0 CENON s 0o
wrinkling the thinking of those in the know...
Stop Zmoment...

&nd take issue with the troublesome minions...
especizlly now in the aftermath of &h opening...
Disneyfying Dickinson ...

0f course, you saw them...we &1 did ...

so p1ease drop (stop?) that 1ine of questioning
before you're benched ... twominutes on the clock...
with K1ee, taking #1ine for awalk...

The zfternoon cometh ...stalked by flurries...

Its not yet time to countsheep

with z'Hey, diddle, diddle

&nd free pssses to the AutoShow...

And now you ... with your camerzs..

memorizlizing moments for eternity's collzge
Zwiiting the green 1ight

the steam train chuffing out of the station



yourunexpurgzted memoirs...in tow...
through the woods ... to grandmother's house...
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0o dOCSD 't ey ey POCM conress something?
-D&¥id Kirby

You Zuditionbehind &screen for &sezt in the pit...
the fanfare...Chanticleerisn...

before stopping

&t the corner pub ... in shorty ...

the opening gambit...unpremeditated...
awakening videoendgamers

with Zshuddering rise

coming «.« Zg&iN ooe

&8 if in seryice to Nefertiti

taking ayillage

1etting the incident&ls £&1) onto the gameboird
moves ...you invented...

gripped a8 you were

in the pre-szinthood dzys of m&rtyrdom

when eyery instant wasup for grabs

the Zuction block 10&ded with requests...

(You do remember them, yes? ...

not necesszrily the sticky specifics

but the gistof the encounters...

some played by ear within ezrshot

of the players gssigned to the rack...

the rez) pointof the zetion)...

while outside the mist parlayed the rusting hulks of
seafArers. ...

26

Driving on the wrong side of the 10oking 21488 ...
Irrefutably Heatheliffisn ...

Again, the story...

Trying to get the story straight...

The story ... asmattering of misapprehensions...



neologisms ... return trips...

1ost in the sisles...of Zused bookstore...
jostling for immortslity...

notunlike Xboxers who freely &ssocizting
yoursolemnity with pastescapades...

now stand on their heads

in the queue &t Mickey D's

waiting for their grilled chicken sdndwiches...
in theirminds...zhezlthier z1ternative...
Exzmine the crossbezms of your gingerbresd house ...
the crossbezms of your thoughts...your regrets...
while I interpret the shadow

of your hzlf-smijle

matching it to the shape of your hands ...

the shipe of your 1ips ...

exposing your offerings...

to the down-the-hatchers ... and down-zhd-outers...
who h&ye £&11en for your YouTube flirtations...
kickingback on of £-d&¥s + o« ZNd ON ON-AEYS o6 e
engaging Throwback Thursdays ...

without remorse orendiyes...

your stubborn refuszl (is there zny other kind?)
best Zpprozched he&d-on «..

2m

With 1ess than a1ifetime to p1ay 20 Questions

you. decide to re-enter the fray

rining for & r&iny afternoon

the entropy of the momentswooping down

with fe1t-tipped pens for talons...

You could haye taken an easier way

but hystericil blindness is driying thebus

so thats that...

Incident&lly ... 8lowly is of f-putting...
especizlly in the middle of the nzked truth

when giaggles of tourists...sweating vinyl seats...
b&rge in...&2iming iPhones...

&nd waying permission s1ips from ejementary school
Principils bemozning 10st weekends ...



Rightabout now I want to thumb through amagazine...
(I can'tbelieye I just typed ‘tight for right)...
Butenough of this fantasiz=sport...

I forone grew into zdulthood with kneesbent

&nd suede elpow patches

miming the director of thatmini-doc

I've forgotten the name of ...

Ending with & preposition?...

Youbet!... My swipe &t the inefficiey of rote...

Eyes on the prize, I suppose?...

Lets not think this 1] the way through, 0K?...

I want tosayor the fortunes of 2 few...I mezn itt...

I wanttodrop everything...forsomething...

I wanttostick cuspidorinto Zpocm...

There, I did itf...

Distraeted by your description of things coming to 'head
when, for whateyer rezson, the endgame Zrriyed early
Znd we were tazken zback

by the thoughtof jeftovers...

janior varsity b&l11-handlers mentilly dissecting your
jeggings with the pump of tin men exiting Zmotiyvation&l
seminafee.

Ibegan thinking sbout those 15zy hazy crazy days

of summer...tosay nothing of the yibes we got

from insignificantbaekpeddlers

who kept wandering in 2nd outof the cottage

1etting the screen door s1zm

which forbetter or worse in sickness &nd in hezlth

is now or soon will be on the tip of eyveryone's tongue ...
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This syndrome of impossibilities...

It would behooye you s ..

Rez11y? ... And I thoughtyou cared...
About what? ... Far-flung Zdmonitions? ...
Family members, notwithstanding...

I zm rezdy to resume...

Why hesitate?...

Oh, now I see that the ONbuttonsticks...



Submit &' requisition...posthaste...

The aftershock is Z1wayS ... PErP1EXing? ...

You &re gware that this of fer will expire, yes?...
Fortunes...mide ... &nd 105t

despite your attempt zt entrepreneurship

gt the 158t fezture

when the opening scene brought down the house...
Are you rezdy to faee the music?...

Ibelieye it's John Luther Adams's Become Ocesn ...

219

Fezyr not the 1ogorrhezof theunblocked...

The c&lamity of driving & g01fb&11

&scene from You Are There...

3undays ... 6:30... with Walter Cronkite...
when parlors were doilied

&nd the 1ivin' was easy «..

We ran out of OXy&en e oo Z2EIN o oo 3N ZZZIN oo
inoursezrch...

OVer...andunder...under... and OVer...
chising the mzddeningly elusiye center...
You've been there

&nd scribbled rejoinders worthy of Shakespeiye
f15gging insurrectionists in your drezms
ordering IKEA furniture online

&long with Jobs's 1aunching of a2 perfect cube...
SRO to hear amachine s&y H8110+.+

And now ... theunderlining ...

Znointing &string of words for the next patient
fretting Ztoothache in &dentists office
w&lls Zdorned with images

of kids &nd yaeation spots

and instmctions for £f10ssing...

Hoorzy for those with £dsy-pass...

You've scanned ... zndwplozded...

your Kodzk moments...

You will neyver forget them... nor they you ...
no matter how hard you try



as your insinuations morph into comedy

gnd exit through the giftshop...

Mijes's Blue In ¢reen jostling for attention
&longside your students
omniscient...indifferent... whateyer...
shepherded into the bipolarity of Zdulthood...
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Chapterone...

Why continue to revisit £ailed 1ove poems? ...
The answer my friend is blowin' through the skulils
Of hyenés (XX

chép'tﬁr TWO s00

You find yourself weaying in andout

of mash-hour traffic...

You worry neutrilizition...

Zrecurring drezm...through eyes wide shut...

Chapter Three...

The Paper ChEse oo 48 ZLWEYS o v e

You'1l h&ye the honor of 155tbilling

&nd &n im&gined proof hammered into the record books ...
The word tangentiz) keepsbutting in...

chépwr P (0.} 5 JPWY

Your mznzged theatricility? ...

Its gotthebestof you ...

And your Zo-tobiography?

Whited-out...

Yet, 15hguige seems tomatter... tosome...
And they know who they are...

cha‘p'wr Fiye o0



Irrespectiye of the £15ws in translation...
evel'yone deseﬂes éi‘life *00 in WOrdS [ XX}

its irksome footnotes tumbling through dzrkness...
chép'tﬁr Six o000

Just what is this thing you haye for zugmentation?...
Chapter 3even ...

The musiczlity works ... it really does!...

despite the barbs of fishmongers...

&nd inane enjambments...

submitted for someone's ZpProval «..

FZeebook £riends ... perhaps? oo

Chzpter Eight...

Notwithstanding extras...

Chipter Nine...

The Kryptonite Disyies: A LEg UP «os

chépwr mn *00

Why worry bric-&-brac ...bus schedules ...
downtrodden f1izneurs...dispirited by manifestos
from eyery Tom, Dick, Zhd Harriet?...

Ch&pter Eleven ...

outWith iﬂ Qccneése.' 200

Chipter Twelye...

Fascin&ted by the 1imelight...

g8 we £11 hayebeen «o s Or Zr€.0s

compromising our role &s MCof the here Znd now ...
wrinkle-proofed...



tugging away atunfathomable mnctures
for the attention of Znimators
who couldn't c&re if 1ess8 is more...

Chapter Thirteen...

How's that? ... You could haye gt 1east...

Something ... notexzetly sure what...but it will come...
itwill come...

when honeysuckilers join with chamber players

281

This then is the episode we s&]t Zhd pepper...

Like 1istening to Chet Baker

sketch out My Punny Vilentine

through #mouthful of metil &nd plastic

gfter drmug deilers knocked out his front teeth...
It's thebehind-the-scenes that grabsus...

How things are yersus how they seem...

Quentin Tarantino's The Hzterul Fight...

the opening scene 1ike the other day
hurlingusbiek into whiteness

0. B. Ja¢kson driving six horses

trying to get to Minnie's Haberdashery

before &blizzard eats them aliye...

&b&11-peen hammer striking &1ovely bunch of coconuts...
suckingus in...

&S when in the penultimste moment we collzpse

in awe of the world ...in 11 its wonderful imprecision ...
Always something, yes?...

But...it's 511 g00df ...

1ike being ignited by Luciz Perillo's poem Foley ...
where eyerybody has story

gbout intimaey's Jowest common denomin&tor

&nd 1ove's faulty disposition

&8 if phone sex ... &¢ross the fourth will ...
remindingus thiat



the body te11s astory / mostly aboutloss...

Do you know it?...

ButIamatmybestwhen...

0f course, of course, you &ref...

Especizlly a&f'ter theblackscreen...

&g&in ... at thebeginning of The Hgterul Eight
Ennio Morriccone's notes coming from somewhere...
ot there...

stoppingus in our tracks...

Znd we forget...where we zre...

we forget...everything we were meznt to forget
when we Zgreed toenter the ring

only to find ourselyes asking

Why conldn't thingsbe 1ike this? ...

thatstrange #lchemy

ofblaek...znd white...

of whit we expect...&hd what we get...

of what we haye ... &nd what we haye not...

and ...of the world...in %11 its wonderfu) imprecision...
inspite of...orbeczuse of +..

282

Eyverything, indeed, 1s 5t 16538¢ double.
- Marcel Proust, The Captiye

You draw &1ine...in &s&ndstorm...

recilling moments when eyeryone seemed &double
when you wished eyeryone was &'double

when rehezyrsils were contagious

&nd 1ife was 1ived ...by connecting dots ...

I tried this 200 it didn't Work v0eS01 tried thato X
No problemo, dude!...

I come here tohide

to try to connect the end to thebeginning ...
naming names to &yoid confusion
intimating nothing...



There is 2'3oneliness here
anunderwheiming

wirped f&e&des ... forsizken by camerss
&imed to capture the dzy-to-day ...

The 1ine shape-shifts...

into #'world of understudies...withbenefits...

wheeling de&ling free gents...

withunfair tride promises...&nd closed source stories...

Storiesbegin and end in oblivion...
Players ran &mok

skipping paragraphs

chapters

crossing lines...willy-nilly ...

You 1e&rn your 1ines...inside Znd cut...

enter the scene

deliyer them...in #pane] truck...

withoutembellishment

without theunsolicited recap

without theblithering omniscience...of those in the know
without recrimin&tion...

You minzge this...despite the swirling mzaness...
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I zmmy own derivative...

my own non-sequitur...

A committee of one...pocketing delusions...
sweating square pegs in round holes...
retrofitting my Faeebook presence ...

Farbe itfromme toemulzte...

jetme think...

toemulate postulate tiking fin&l yows ...
how's that?...

Iyow toeztmy spinich...but thats sboutit...
That we 11 should haye eyidentizry moments...
moments when we &re knocked of £ our high horse...



moments when seyfies

bleed through ... the paper

#nd 1et go aWhitminesque y&wp!

thatshalkes the condiment &isle

condiments f1ying off shelves
condiment-missiles tirgeting fast-foodies
&is1es where yicious circulirs clutter

the faux-cobblestone £loor

&nd florescent 1ights

induce close encounters...of the textkind...
with Language Nazis ...

outfor 2nighton -oroff - the town...
harkening baek to &time when...

A time when?...A time when

harkeningbzek was Punch &nd Judy orgasmic...
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Your Elements of Style zre not my Elements of Style
&re not her Elements of Styleor his...

The dqust neyer settles!...
I came to this zhamoment 8 if by steam train

&8 fool-proof &s the watering cin
sitting out there on the deck...

which reminds me...
its time to turn the soil in the gazrden...

I await & transcriptof the testimony...
an oblique yiew of the eyents a8 theyunfolded...

"Do not cojor outside the 1ine”
warned Sister Aloysius Joseph, my £fimst grazde tezecher...

I got whaeked on the knuckles with her twelye-inch ruler
when I cojored outside the 1ine...

I ergsed Humpty-Dumpty's name with such snxiety



Iputzhole in the paper, snd got wvhacked zgz1n ...

The naughtiness of zesignments spsrkles the redundancy
afﬁe d@’m‘d&?- o0

The naughtiness of Chekhoy's 015
atop Seattle's Great Wheel

r&in-sozked ... Faeebooked . . «body p&¥ts color-coded ...
gecoutered with L. L. Bean relaxed outerwesy...

Why sweat the b&ekdrop? ««.
The Elements of Style await &n out-2nd-back ro&d race ...

Ithink I'1]1 wrap themup ... inbrown paper...before
the deer return to the wood &fter their morning feed...
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Happenstance happened ... igniting s firestorm...
the screen door &3&r ...

jetting in the f1ies...&nd whatnot...

The door to the mind springing oren

to poetic freedom

to artistic integrity

washed down with &'Red Bull

hearing &'caeophony of stories

trying tosort through the morass

of random &¢ts of so-cx11ed kindness ...

Those on the clock suspicious ... a8 expected...
Buthe/she is not wrong...

Oh, reE11y? es.

And whit will you do &fter the dustsetties?...
H& I rezd in your other poem

that the dqust neyversetties

when it comes down to

the eternil sunshine of the spotless mind...
or the spotted mind...or the spot-onmind...

I forgetwhiche...

especiilly now ... with 11 55168 ...



fini1 Ishould %dd...being extended...
Arguzbly ... an insufficient amountof zirtime
on getting the word out...tothe shortlisted...
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&nd with that the paradigm shifts:

Why now . .. &fter 511 these yezrs?...
No ideéo,t o0
Plezse continue...

0K, 38 I was siying the courtstenographer is of £ the chirts
sodon'texpect #transcript any daysoon ...
Justzthought...

we 11 haye them...occasion&1ly s»-

Distance yourself...

see if that makes F'difference...

Perhzps the eroticism of stomping grapes?...
Wh&at?...

Ikid you not...

You mezn 1ike Lucy &nhd Ethe)

on the round-screen Stromberg Carlson

in my parents' doilied PEr1Or...circi 19567 ...

No, no, no!...I mean 1ike Anne Carson

in The pezuty of the Husband...

her fictiona) essay in 29 tangos ...

gpout 2 womzn paralyzed with desire

for her fecklessbutbezutiful husbznd...

After driving #friend to Montrez) for eye surgery ...
I went toMcGill where Carson was teaching ancient Greek
&nd pickedup Z'copy in the bookstore...

Anywsy, in Husbshnd, Carson &nhd her then husband Law
are stomping grapes...

His name wasS Law? ees

Yup, here's CZrson «..

You cannotimszgine the reeling
If you hzye neyverdone it
1ike hard bulbs of wet red sstin



exploding under your reet,

between your toes snd up your 1688 zrms £ae€
splashing eyverywhere

Itgoes right through your clothes you know he szid
g8 we slogged up nd dowvn

in the yzt

When you take them of

youll haye juice 511 over.

His eyes moyed onto me then he szid Lets check.
Naked in the stone plsce 1t was true, sticky stiins, skin,
I1zyon the hay

and he 1icked.

Licked 1t off.

The eroticismof s'bomping grépes; yes? oo

Carson ... now remzrried to Robert Currie

&kz The Randomizer...

does this collsboration masterclsss called Egolircus
Fwriting workshop in which there is nowriting...
Imzgine that!...

Exzetly!...Imagining performance pieces

that will make writersbetter writers...

Anne Capson: The Poetof Peryersitics...

that's Laara Passin writing in The Tozst20715...
But...Idigress...

Hookups '‘R'US...

our rzison d'etre, if you will ss.

And I hope you willf...

Nothing wrong with that...

Rejoinders...now there's & paradigmshift...
Rejoinders make for Zccomplished bedfellows ...
Sweating through the finl paragraphs

I was conyinced that the yentriloquists dummy
was about to deliyer the 12s0liloquies

from Shiakespesre's 108t pl&ys ..

Huh?...

Go 2hezd ... 200g1€ it

You eyen checked Strand's rare book section, yes? ...
As if I would know one bowling &11ey from Zhother...



Yezh, right, 1ike Wittgenstein's grammaticil confusions:
If you have nothing toszy, sy nothing...
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-Anon

Dylan's One Too Miny Mornings greets you «..

Ghosts carry on

gpoat the arbitrariness of hookups...

Feckless endangerment? ...

You miss the subway stop of your childhood

mn through & ran-through of the streetscene

with homegrown players

table-rezding not-so-modern yersions

of Orpheus snd Burydice...

A trayeling geometry

brings &ngiles to the encrusted...

trawling shallows ...stocked with unnataral monuments
to the ones that got away ...

trawling shidows for 3D printings

of Shakespesre's Firmst Foli0...

Butdid they?...

In this poem, you e milking one too mahy mornings
&5 &n homage to Dylan's tweaking ...

You were enough ... Znd then you weren't...

But it's coming &round &g&in...s0...sit tight...

in your hzllowed domesticity...

I'ye seen the Parther rezehes...exceed your grasp ...
Study it...pariey it...saute it...

Figure this: you were entropied...

&nd you were entropied without permission...

And theywere pissed?...

Few could haye imagined the £145c0...

Piezse submit profiles of those few...

ButI'msure it was there...especizlly on moonliteyenings
when caramelized onions trumped ciramelized &pples
&nd minions engzged in repetitious &¢ts of contrition...
the phoniness oyerwheiming ...



80...where does that 1eayeus?...

Pleasebeg the next question

with yourbedroom eyes Zglitter?...

0f course, there wias Z'semblance of whiteyer

but he/she 1eft the mancaye (wvomancaye?)

without zpaper trazil...without apapercut...

we'd 1ike to hear sbout itbeciuse ...

&8 with Fence Books we 1ike tobe stopped de&d in our tracks
by chillenging writing distinguished

by idiosyncrasy znd intelligence

r&ther than by 5116gi5nce with camps, schools, orcliques...
Par1ez-vous ... the globil 1anguage we 11 shire? ...

The suddenness of disclosure ...

You haye mapped the downstate yenues of your trayesties
where bick seazts were retrofitted

for come what m&y .. &Nnd you cEMe oo

&nd thats when you Zrriyved...

&nd thats when you were memorizlized vigSuper-8...

&nd someone's stubby Ticonderogz ..

You decided you wanted todothis...&Znd you did...

So there...charmingbus stops in the 01d Country
irrespectiye of their downtrodden heels &nd £1imsy facades
awaityow withbatedbrezth...

Might there haye been another way to go about this?...
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&'choril piece for seyen yoices

vi: We &re gathered here todzy to...

y2: Yes?

¥3: Disregzrd the mirror's embarrassed refiection...
its sameness ... neither stited nor implied...
notunilike trying to find 2mismatch in the sock drawer.
¥4: Huh?

v5: Quibbling over thebjueness of blue

&nd how oyer time mostbow to conyention.

v6: Frictured Fairy Tales!

yT: The fractured refuse toengage ... for shame!



v1: A newcast awiits the green 1ight.

v2: Brayvo!

¥3: We &1] occasionzlly buy into fools, yes?

v4: Grumbie.

y5: C'mon, Zren't we suppose tobe shiring misnomers?
v6: ButI'vebeenunfriended!

vT: Icontinue tobe distraetedby the horizontality of
positions.

v1: Thathappens...see Wittgenstein.

y2: Me too! Tosay nothing of the horizontality of
grguments.

¥3: You must remember this...

v4: Cs88b15n057

y5: IthinkI need torethink.

v6: Rethink what?

v7: I'mlocked outof myemzil Zhd...

vi: Ican'teget(it)up!

v2: Like rzin? The not-so-smi]11 hands of r&in?
v3: Butwhit if I expectotherwise?

¥4: Whatif I mispreza the fine print?

¥5: I need torethink where tobegin.

v6: Begin &t thebeginning, of course.

¥T: Now look &t what you've made me do!

v1: Look &t what I've made you do?

y2: Hiding...&g&in...behind your micro-softened words?
¥3: Will I fee] crushed? Is it 0K to feel crushed?

v4: I'mthe needle for the emzi) threzd.

¥5: Cue the yiolin choir.

v6: Letthe SUV careen off the edge of the screen.

¥7: Epitzph?...Whatepitaph?
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You seem to haye these 12byrinthine moments

in which 1001 strangers hing on your every word ...
well, maybe noteyery word...

and printers' deyils brown-bag the New Narratiye



with finger-1ickin' goodness retrospectively, of course...
Like when you &re regirded spot-on...

Suddenly, the clowds part...1€5¥7ing you where? ...
Leaying you here...in this difference of opinion
this semi-detrietion

this double-wide

this then 5hd now ...of n&il nippers

reportedly gble tocut throughbone...

Its quite obyious thatyou'yebeen £iddling ag&in
with the(place) settings...

H&¥ye you been taking your meds or &re you outon &1imb
with the go-betweens straddlingbipolarities?...

The oblivion of beingboth is contraceptiye, yes?...

I haye felt this from the falsestart...

Then doing & wilkzbout with the Zrchitecture buffs
thoughbeing sble to regard esch with ' finer metric
is &'good thing ...

something worth going tobat for...

1ike the eyer-presentsexuility of the so-czlled moment...
the 13byrinthine moment...

when the next instizliment &rrives in the inbox

long &fter the dezdline...
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Pronouns #e...bossy znd noisy.
- Maggie Nelson

P1asticity spells zdaptation...&nd suddenly
you know the nextsteps

suddenly you &re the nextsteps

&nd the wherewithzl

&nd the noteworthy elements essentiz]: to the day...
0511 d&¥S +0e

telling others they were &t the concert...
te11ing others they are the concert...

There &re nobigger fish tofry...

upstrezmor downstrezm...

Goout...see for yourself...

W&s Leon&rdo DiCaprio worrying proper footwessr



&t the end of The Reyenant?...

Weren't the embellishments so yery yery cool? «..
&nd how gbout the sound trays

in their décontrements...

introduced in the fin&l two minutes

or was it the stranger...

orstrangers...

behind Door #2

gwaiting the sound of your footsteps &t three AM?...
Zrms £illed with Zecents...

I'm t&p dzncing with 12nguage...

t&p dancing with words

my feet zre words...

Cirarity?...Idon't want to give eyerything away ...
Who giyes eyerything &way? ...

There's Z1ways &8equel, yes? ...

If not, there shouldbe £8€que] +..Se7eril! ..

I hope I'm not too f&r of f base here...
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L1fe can only b understood backwards, ...
-Soren Kierkegadrd

801 threw it into reyerse

butstill couldn't mike out the Christmas cirolers
the decked h&lls

the pristine 1ines...enjzmbed...

my grandparents' wedding day

the tete-a=tetes

the in-gbsentizs

though I did hear the jazzers...faintly...
Then I got &'newbicycle...&Rol1lfast...
red with red strezmers...

Hey, vhere'd y5 get the two-wheeler?...
From the bicycle shop in the 15goon

owned by &pod of sperm whilers

who were gble tomake zgoof it

with the help of 2smz1] business grant...
It pays to know «.. you Know? ...



They razn through the specs of my bike

&nd £i1led me in on the whaling industry
cirez18008.,,..,

the ghostships thatstil] roizm the high seas
sezrching for missing children...

Like the Rache] or Terry Riley's In C?...

You got that right!...

Can you come out 2hd P1&y?...

No, I've got to finish shucking corn

&nd scoring gooseberries...

My 1ife &8 &' gooseberry ... the sequeyl ...

Its Canzdznot Cansdian...

Abushe] &nd &peck...&zhd & rat-a=tat-tat...
Lying on &futon

in frontof The L5t° L&5tC... L5t Show ...

on &'coo) summer eyening

Colin C1ive a8 Victor Frankenstein

Its z1dve!...

the permutitions...the combinations...
the out-of-the-box footage...
knitone...purl two...

the cereil box mazes ...

with shidows awaiting the hegtof thesun...
Fwindow to... Whereyeriand...

being clueless...the ecstasy thereof ...
F&11ing &S1€€p...

entering the room of &dreazmbackwards
where she rrives...on EHEr1eY «o.
Iamz110f75...
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You open yourself toexperimentation...

to the edge of the yirtusl (visuzl?) cliff ...

Bemused subjects ...some with nosejobs ... follow suit...
costumed ... forunderstudy

1ezding you back to the blank pages of your grammay school
where nuns...in full habit...patrol the halis...
dispensing indulgences with warnings...

The doorbell rings ...



you Znswer it...and vanish ...
forseyenoreightyears...

gssuming yarious identities...

selecting menu items fromboth coljumns...
Admittedly, not much of 2 musiczl talent...
offshore, 2n Evinrude sputters...

Newsprint crawling on &1 fours teases
grammariszns emeriti...

the wzlls of your apartmentbesmirched

by Znunknown stind-up comic...

You decide not to pickup where you jeftoff
burying yourself instezd

in 'dogesred Whole Esrth Catilog

convinced that double-reeds re the way togo...
Zecontrabassoonistsatisfying your oral fixation ...
This person who shzl] remzin nameless...

2%

Testing the waters reignites 35-year-old narratives
#1mostbozrding &’plane

glmost af'ter three stiff weeks inbed

Faeebooked &8 HE110 Stranger...

theblind &11ey &8 harmonic spaee

&8s prejude to performiance &8 color-coded jzckhammer...
Its &]1 zbout pushing molecules around, yes? ...

And in the middle: ButI'm not interested...

0K, but zre you interested in &subset...or Zsublet...
based on the prime numbers two, three, znd fiye
sidestepping heizdstones...

the grayeyard swollen with the bones of whilers? ...
And now this?...

How rez) the £antasy? ...

A master fornicator... Byronish...

taking &n Uber to the Land of Eros...

eliciting belly 1augh

from the party of the third part

lying next toyou &t three AM...

Room seryice?... What room seryice?...

The ide&+.. not somach tosimulzte synesthesis ™



s toexplore possible interactions

possible interconnections

among sound, vision, spaee, 2nd time...

Does harmonic spiee for exzmple projected oyver time
onto physici) spaee stop time...

or does itsimply zdd players

to Throwbzek Thursd&ys? «s.

Entrancedby & frugsl e&ter...pocketchange ...
Idunno...trepidatious, I guess... ustsayin'...
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You step into &n autofiction

h&ying taken &1ateral to customer seryice

the engzgements jastoutof reizch

by the practitioners of deyiznt art

chattering incessantly sbout their memoirs

on &nd of £ clipperships ...

You haye writtenup many ... in the wee hours
detziling their feigned interpenetrations

in the common room &nd bedrooms of your third chapter...
Seyerz] £ade on their own FaeeTiming others
worryingunannounced site yisitors

who insiston rummigzing through cupbozrds

for 1&te-nightmunchies...

But whats the backstory? ...

There is nobaeckstory...

The baeckstory doesn't matter...

There's jast this bubbile into which we Zre dropped
&nd it goes from there...

A temporary job chilks up years

Zndbefore you know it...you know...

Please excuse me ...

I mustcontinue recording the drezms of insomni&és...

2%

our 1ire is zdrezm.
-Ludwig Wittgenstein



A drezm zbout amannequin

who drezms bout Pinocchio...

The conjunction qushas 1eft thebuilding...

He doesn't work here...

Pinocchio?...

We continue to worry 12nguage ...

The way words work ...sidetrack...stmat...£5d8 ...
Play gzmes...miss the turn...gethungouttodry...
hangusouttodry...

Wittgenstein wannabes designing door handles...
Lastnight doing cirdio ztthe gym...

the word conjointedness...

poppredup in the free weight room...

Six-pieks &nd 8ix-p&ekS ees

YO ... lycrad Znd sweity ...

in the firstsentence of &short-shortstory
gbout Pinocchio...

Intimidating yet intriguing...

Lter in the parking 1ot

you obsess oyer the 1088 of muscle mass ...

the Joss of self ...

the zttribution...

the &ppropri&tion...

gsking yourself if p&ling is inevitabie...

K1%us Kinski 58 Paganini? ... &8 Nosferzba? ...
Perhzps...

I too Zm stoked by the fijms of Bela Tarr...
especizlly The Turin Horse...

which picksup where Nietzsche 1eftoff ...

K313zus Kinski qui'Nietzsche quiWittgenstein?...

2%

What happens &fter three or four dzys, months, years
of directing traffic into the sprezd

of £ POlygEmous MOrass? ...

Wh&t happens when thenbecomes now

&nd youbegin gesturing charismatically ...

souls of past players with the giftof tongues

step outof the rangefinder



gndbegin 1iningup &t theback door? ...

Its complicited, yes? ...

I zZm prior the moyement...thenstillness...

the hooplzof crossing Brooklyn ferry &nd &11 «..
the hum of sunrise...

of sunset...

Justasany of you is one of 211iving crowd...
dotting the eyes...costumed with promise...

the parties of then...&nd now... thick with 1ines
1ip-syncing Mzd Shelley's words

a8 he faeed aperfectstorm... in the Gulf of Speziz
in the seaworthy Don Jusn aka'Arie]...

only tobe cremited on &beach neay Vireggio
&8m&]] Keats in his pocket...

Te1l me zbout the heartof the story...

or the story of the heirt...

the zttachments...re&l 2nd im&gined...

which is which?...1itt1e matter...

the Zecoutrements...

&shes reinterred in Rome

with M&ry &nd c1&n relocating

to d'¢liff-top m&nor in Boscombe, Bournemouth ...
Tell me dbout the time when dzys were open books
&nd chapters were modular

&nd your cheeks were full of sightseeing

&nd your heizrt was 'wild child that had only jstbegun...
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Are words good enough?
-Anon

You seek sanctuzry in 2 grammatici] cul-de-sae
worrying pronouns

&nd the proper syntax for 10ve...

The wind knocks down &+tree...

You begin chzinsawing the drops

carving out #1ean-to

for the idezthat

words e notgood nough ...



despite your thinking

that the inexpressible is contained
Inexpressibly

In the expressed...

A caricature of Wittgenstein

designing door handles

for his sister's cottage

grriyves in anemzi]

which you consider forwarding

but then delete...

Its &wayof tilking yourseif...out...
into the sunshine...

into the color of particles

&8 thick &8 snowf1akes...

connecting the dots...to the zfternoon...
imagining &'carouse] of &lchemists

with you stretching for the silyer ring...
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The double bassiston my to-do 1ist

speiks Jelly Roll ...

Excuse me, but whzt color 1s your window? ...
off-duty p1agizrists in deerstalkers

1itter the putting green of my REM sieep

with ran-on sentences

with incompiete sentences

with 1ife sentences

withblzhblzhblzh sentences...

Why 10se momentum with Zrchiyed ne'er-do-wells? ...
Counting sheep &8 cheaztsheet...

Moving your queen into &safe position on the board
willbuy you enough time to run to the corner deli
for 2 provolone on sourdough &nd green teg...

Your full red 1ips... work oyertime

onmy ink

pushing the enyejope

outof my dezd 1etter cubby ...

Hey, I'm trying to £111 my dance cird here! ...

You've minsged to retain



yourenigmitic persuision ...
onstige...in Zsundress...

sending the game intoextrainnings...
Idon'tknow how...but...

1ike you the boulevard continues tomimic
those in the know of art nouyean ...

Lets step outside for fascination's sake
&nd rub shoulders

with rezl-time dznce marathoners...
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Does &ny of this ring 2be11?.«..

Does it matter?...

Is itthe illusion of re-entering &scene
or paging through Zprogram

to fetch the name of the pleasure principie...
orprincipsl? ...

jong-1isted...

somehow personal.«..

smiling &n insomnise's drezMm...
Zmoving violition of neckbites

&nd other sedquctiye mishiaps...
Yourunwritten poem is b1abbing away
over there in the corner

szying yes to Noh

checking into Door #2.+.. with #3750
You were ticketed for tailgating

&nd pled not guilty

toentering d'club...onstilts...
disp&tching patrons clucking Znd hand-wringing...
The shortest route to then

eyeshadows &n grchiyed player

trying tomzke it into the fin&1s ...

Its 511 in there...

In where?...

In the scriptof yideo regrets

from casuzl partners

on rainy dzys 2nd Mondays

&nd from onlookers ezrmarked to cameo



in the penultimate edition

of yourbaeck story

catapulting Zeross dqustmotes

with therzpeutic touchups 2nd orz) delivery
demonstrating the diyvine

in sex toys

poems thit rhyme

retired 1ibrarizns

after-hour tongue-1a2shings ...
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Is perspectiye Z'hedge &gazinst the mtuzlly obseryed? ...
The omniscient third partiers

with their notebooks &nd keys ... actoutscripts
bridging factand self ...

Improyisations of the odyssey, yes?...

Inthe red...&1ways in the red...

clutching write-ups...

hamstrangby the 1imitations therein...

Stocking shelyes &t three AM

you pick through trash for archiyva] posts

mounting pieces by &menuenses

for gallerists whobegin their day

with texts Znd double €spressos ...

The eyes in yourbedroom mirror

&ye the eyes in the photos th&t once populzted its edge
1e&¥ing sentences for lifers...documenting

the odyssey as itunfolded in rezl-time...
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AndsoIfel] in 1ove with 50108 ...
- Maggie Nelson, Bluets

Your costume s rhetorics] fiction ... &s 1114cit...
asmaddeninglyblue...

where in ezrlier chapters, you fell in love

with retraetion

takingbaeck what you of fered... teasing ...



&8 you considered the £ast 15ne in &trailer park
with muies for engzgement forunderstudies
Pf1icted with séysnablepsizi..

the inzbility toseebiue... You know this...

&nd have managed to derai) your cbsession ...
Your nextmove...as witness to thebeginning...
the middle...the pleasure principi€...
firstsjow...then...faster...

with eyes Znd mouth hzlf open...

in frontof Zmirror &s penetration of privacy, yes?...
This morning &t the breakfast table

yourbiue eyes mipped your nextstrategem
imzziningbiue skies...zndblue waters...
&blue room...in Zbiue hotel ... as if 1ike Stein
yoabelieye eyerybitorbue 18 precocious...
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Iftheycandoit, Icsndoit
-Anon

Its 511 about leyeling the playing £ield, yes? ...
8idebarsS «es

1&te-night Ubers...

categorizing narrativesby color...
insinuating yourself into the after-hours...
gsking recording engineers...session musicizns ...
charaeter aetors...

sbout the nuances ... znd blueness

of your yoice ...

Finding thatmost people's fayorite painting

is Zblue 12ndsScape ...

with Miles...in &h atelier...noodling ...

Kind afﬂlue oo EMENTIE v

while others stepup to the p1ate...

order tzkeout...

Zerapshoot...nonetheless...

You were gbandoned ... more than once ...

testing yourbelief in what? ... Magic?...

But aren't we 1) 5t times duped



by &n illusion of cur own making...

twezking the script tostraddle happenstance

in positions constmued zsbzllet

eyen on those dzys that seem tounfold &8 p13Nned? ...
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No whiteness (10st) 1s so white 56 the memory / of whiteness,
-William Carlos Williams, The Descent

You try to retrieye a'dissonznt melody

but the streetlights

bobbing in the tarbulent wike

T&de toshzdows +..

afterimages displaeing the memory of your odyssey
and its players...

You enter the fray ... with delicizedes

&nd become & yesse] for happenstance...

This of course is 58 it was ...

Time sprouts €&rs ...

The zZbundznt pronouns of your close encounters
upend the entzngiements...

your free throws ... Made-for-TV-Moments...

£il] seyeril subfolders ...

&8 the magicizn's hand plummets into &bell jar...
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The choreogriphy of the d&y carries you into
the second zet

where baekstige 1ighting

showcases the incidentil props of drezms
soundtraecked by furniture music...

Why incident&l?...

With time, the stuff of d&ys folds into itself
1ea¥ing you naked in Zone-wiy mirror...

on zone-waystreet...

The Streetof Crocodiles...

hiddenbehind Zbookcase

in Zone-nightstand's double-wide...



Entrazpment follows the magicizn's wand ...
&wziting orphans

who continue to grapple with self-checkout
michines in Walmart

cirtsbrimmed with hind-me-downs ...

The £1&V0rs p1e ...

You skip the restof the chapter

grasping atstraws

&8 if the opening of the exhibit

exchanged yows with non-presidentizl cazndidates
in this 0lympic Ye&r...
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o 0+ SOME SOXIYy-366 grave digger grovn bone-tired
of the trade,
- Maggie Nelson, Bluets

A sepse of brutal honesty ... perhaps notoften...
or...notoftenenocugh...

Why bother with the exzmined 1ife

on the examinstion t&b1e?...

With Zecretion...nothing 105t...including 1088 ...
The im&ges fuzzy ... Is retrospectionby nabare ... fUZzy2 0.
by n&tare ... £aulty? ...

As when you 100k b&ek &hd get drenched inblue...

A sweetsensition?...

And you insisting you &lways droye thebus...
Doubtful ...she replied...mid-costume change ...

48 if...1in the middle of 1ovemzking

someone wa1ks in...

I know my 1ines so plezse stop with the prompts...
R%11ying #round ... &2nd whiat not...

The 1oneliness of long distince silence...

Not & chance, my Joye, you haye parlsyed that conceit...
Trawling foreyes...mouths ...

Awziting the shuttleback to Neyersgsinland!...
Floated by some ... There musthe G ress0on for this...
Sucker-punched ... &nd then...



conceding that it msy help some...
those holed up in themselyes 1iving life of f-camerzv..
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You criek open &Bud Lite &nd mike yet znother
getof contrition ... &rm wrestling with M&11&rme's
cregture of Gncientsnd eyi] plumsge...

the memory studded with the i110gic of machines...
the stage sprayed with artificiz) mist...

The day swells with Zsudden summer Shower...

You &re dumped into &'grammatici] cul-de-8&C ...
Snappy tourists zhd tourist-wannapes

drezm of Zécompinying h&appenstance on #drive
#long &winding co&astil ro&d ...

highlighting your online CV with im&ges

of past players pumping doldrums

in the mirror of &n empty free-weight room

in one of the many cities you've never 1ived in...
You make 2’ mentil note to re-up your membership...
On second thought, you contaet customer seryice
and a5k zbout their return policy ...
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Foodshopping for answers to the 20 questions
double-parked in yourbrain

you exhume & metiz-metaphor foruse in this poem
bridging then and now...and then again...
Pi1ayers from your odyssey costumed a8 extras
re&ppe&y ... sndbegin texting ...

vying for asezton the Argo...

Butwhy here?... By now?...

Back to the woodshed ...

baek to reheirsing the Zudible improbability
of 1ife's irrepressibleups Znd dOwnsS ..
Irrepressible? ...

A138, poor Yorick!...

You too knew him?...

Shakespeire's 400¢h? ...



On the white beaches of P-town?...

Bicycles 1ike puppy dogs 1inedup on the fences?...
Yes, of courset...

thebetting windows Gt 8Gratogs

the ponies of August

the ghosts 5t Y&ddO...

gnd the times when your thoughts were blanketed
by unknowns shazdowving you ... znd your other...
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That it doesn't Z1ways workout...

this cup-&nd-siucer world of water-resistant fonts
where Harry meets Maggie

&hd your seirch for totemic images

inflates to Jungian proportions with parking spaces
brimmed with biekstory metaphors

&nd exotic gsides - the nuts-znd-bolts of bunkin' Donuts...
the spiriling down with heej 1ifts c&11ing the shots
eightbzll in your hip pocket...

You &wzit word from persons of interest

dispjlzced to the farther resches...

The fits znd starts of unknowns ...

The morning after the daybefore...

You continue to im&gine

thebeginning middle &nd end of mostexcuses...

the popcorn d&ys of your Zpprenticeship

tapdancing the good 1ife

with deposits from stickybottles

recyciled from the Tour...

&nd the sparring over putting pren to paper

witheyes on theexit

trinsforming lockups into the Jockdowns

of summer's documentition...

the trash tweeted ... snd posted...
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The matter-of-fact streets of your makeshift childhood
crowd with regrets over the empty candy bins in Mayws



News, the corner store stuffed with cigars, cigarettes,
comics, skin mags, soda;-ice cream ... where daily you were
dispatched for &'double chocolate ... &nd the number...Done
&nd done &g&in ... And why not, yes?...Its £]1] there...in the
piznistic improyvisitions of Frederick Nietzsche ¢+ whO oo
1ike most of us ... drezmed of the paper city of Carpe Diem...
shouldering his way through & table-rezd of Bels Tarr's The
Turin Horse ...z revitalization sequel to the twelye steps
&8 1ezked to NPR . . . I was asked to remind you thit the
mirquee for the The L9t Picture Show swiaits your edits ...
And you're £ilming this for asurrogzte? ...
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Butitdoesn't hgretomean...

For €xample? ... Goethe ... the (ermsn ShEkeSpesre...
g1iyely colorbutone deyoid of g154ness ...

AndsS0?...

Your weeping ges yo ¢ e

I cansee it in the smoke 5nd mirrors

&nd in theblaek canyas of your nextproject...

The prestidigititor's sttempt to forestal] the ineyvitable
irrespectiye of the curfew

dictated by the peanut g511ery ...

Why your favorite book? ...

Your fayorite zathor? ...

Why now? ...

This morning's ta1k through the woods ...

past the kitties'burizl site...

how your favorite colors re1zte toyour fayorite films...
Anything there?...

You te1ime...

Imezn...butitdoesn't haye tomean, yes?...

The fingerpainted reinterpretations of your odyssey ...
The players ... znd their parts?...

Your intmsiye necessiry whistling...
IknowaswellaSIciNees

Intrmisions are just what the doctor ordered...sometimes...
A side order of fried green tomztoes



would do well sboat now ...
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There wis no misnomer...in retrospect...
Nomistraznsiztion...misinterpretation...
Naughtiness rendered s daguerreotype ...

rendered kz1eidoscopically ¢« .

Tests of insignificance &t the .05 jeve)

inyade your sleep

raise hell with the books on the shelf

s&y nothing when the garden is rezdied for winter...
The oyerczst morning gives way to s detour...
gives way to mind of winter...

Imaryel atyour driving ...

And you with your yegetable mindset...

ayegan's way of 1ooking atamenu ...

Destyy Rides Ag&1in ...EXcuse me?...

Cyclists spinning around second base ... grandstanding ...
practicing yoice 1essons...

yoczl folds encircle Gregorizn Chants

in the first inning of & triple heider

on the Willizmsburg Bridge ...

Sonny Rollins...on the Willizmsburg Bridge...
circi1962...

Returning to Brooklyn...in theback sezt...
1ipstick smudges ...

1ipstick smadged ...

As if thebody were gstop 1ight...snagging the
unsuspecting ...

As if rigor mortis were Zbouttosetin...znd you ...
odyssey'd...hinging by the threzt of agarterbelrt...
by the threatof a‘gai“l'ﬁr sn&ke ...

&nd it's summer...£%11 ... winter...spring...

&nd it's Howdy Doody Time ...

with C1arabe1l (211 three)...5nd Baffa10 Bob «..
&nd its your wedding d&y «..

rewound to the firsttime...

Stick women ... inbustiers...niughtiness...
under 1&yerupon 1ayerupon 1ayer of tulie ...



Come rightin/!...only tocoantout thirty pieces
of silyer...

Just the other day I was reminded

of Penfield's memory experiments...

We forget nothing, y€s?...

Pontificating on Windows 10 Internetspeed
degradation ...

ButIl'mworried zboutconsuming bhuge system
PESOUICES ...

gnd deconstructed grocery 118¢s ...
Cxution!...wetPzint!...

the wrong color...

the wrong place...

the wrong time...

There wis no wreckzge ... in retrospect...
but now 100K ...
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ButI zmdone with Grple-picking now.
-Robert Frost, 4Ffter Apple-Picking

You order zside of s1&w

from &wiitress in & f&ded yel1lowuniform

&nd worry the humdrum of participating

in amass transitQ&A

&s if the bottom were Zbout tofall out...
Books &re remzindered in times 1ike these...
A Netf1ix deyotee with afat queune

trots out 2n old something

you don't quite get...

You think 1eeks...

Probzbly beciuse Dr. 0z extolled theirbenefits yesterday
on Se?eré;i; flatScz'een Smal't TVS.eo

Just how smart are they?...No idezw..

When will they ever 165rn?...Dunn0.s.
Raindrops keep £411ing on your head...

The morning meet-&nd-greet is £ razin check...
The wet grass...and then?...

And then the concubine in you Zppears ...



ggainst the world of hoary grass

to Znnounce thitshe too is done

with &pple-picking now...

Futare prospects cast abzleful glance ...
foreshidowed by ossificition &hd entropy ...
Andsoitgoes...

the af'ter-hours dramatization

the playing hooky in the af'termath...
Stymied...&nd overwheimed...

with delight, Imightadd...

sinking your teeth into &'coyered dish

&8 p&ssersby scratch stabble

&nd dreazm of becoming swingers of birches...
The stznding room only room spins

&nd £i11s with surrogzte yentriloquist dummies
ridingbicyclesbuilt for two...

By then you &re three, four, five..

miybe eyen six orseyen ..
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ActOne, Scene One: The Agoraphobe ...

A ti1t-a=whir] ride in October's unsezsonzl hezt...
with you going on Zbout the difficulty controlling
theunleashed yulnerability...

Your weeping willows ... &nd pale matadors &5 such ...
and your nostalgiz...surely counterintuitiyve...
butso whit? ...

Hot prospects jam the queue...

Icebreakers...with pilsner(eye)glasses

&8 if Wittgenstein's half-smile

or Dylan's NOb€l ..

Himmering itout

with Miles's Somedzy My Prince Will Come...

You decide toerr on the side of happenstance...
108t in the strictures

of zdult coloring books ...



To seek refuge in Zmomentary 15pse...

The incredible luminosity of such

with your ducks 11 1ined up, yes? ...

X marks the spot

where you begin one of your mziden yoyZges ...
Tobe continued...

ButI thought the pervasiye Dadaesque spiritof inyention
was amatter of course...

wigging outoyver Zred herring...
Notwithstznding?...

The question of b&lance comes up to the stage...
And I suppose you hayve others tospzre?...
There's 3bagginess toit 11 ...

#1005€nesS ...

nothing tosteer the course...

You 1eft in search of common ground

which you know as well &s-I

will quarre} with the provocative ensemble
inserted 38 &n Zddendum...

You haye been sejected for tricks...znd treats...
Butaren'tyou z1reidy on someone's to-do 1ist?...
Rezd the next paragraph to yourself, please...
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Endless arrays of costumes ... theirsubtiety...
The clock... mimicking the &rtof the pl&y ...
the zrtof the Players... theirparts...
chattingsomeup...

bells znd whistles...znd 511 that...
Enlightenmenton hold, of course!...otherwise...
Otherwise, wvhat? ...

otherwise,...stop g&aps ... trénspositions...
108t in the 1&byrinthine isies

of supermirkets ... &nd superstores ...

Throw whAOZbONe? « .

Oh, r€&11y? e oo

Doyou think...

Stazrtover...



0K, how zbout this...Is there noother wiy?...

You could haye &t 1east waited for the credits to roll
yetknowing how wiy 16545 on tO Way? ...

Time c&n moye forward ... Znd backward, yes? ...

Why then waste time...in the waiting 1ine?...
Subtrzction s metaphor... a5 deglbrezker...
aslong lost...

Stop sign innuendos ... fiberglass axtapositions ...
And you?...shortlisted...here...in yoarbunker...
Znotchor two...

WP Or down «e.
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You're driving thebus...&nd texting ...
flirting with &1ternatiyes

in graphology &nd museology « .«

taking baek roads for 11 they're worth ...
brezdcrambing & false route for trolls
b&ek to The Holy Rom&h Empire...

Can you handle the asymmetry?...

the inconsistencies?...

Can you distance yourself from those
quibbling over insignific&nce?...

No need to re1044d the camers; yes? ...

You're on record for coyvers
forbegin-agains

forsettingup 2kiosk in &triiler park
outside of Atlantic City...

&nd you h&ye been writtenup

for quilting your odyssey...

complete withbjue 1ights, dzmpeners, &nd
(un)dressers...

Let's reshoot the conflict &nd resojution scene, 0K?...
I know you would haye expected £ humidifier
but thats for 1ater...in thesepies...
gfter thebackersbiil ...

Why bother with circumlocution now

when there re oodles of others...chomping &t thebit?...
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The psttern of liking Shmld haye tipped you Off sss
Alongboutof solitude

wrestling on what Mallarme cilled thebony ving
only to arrive &t the Pop-Up Shop of Pure Rez501 ...
Irrelevant your Honor...

This is 511 in writing, yes?...

The declensions ... the z1terations...

Insidious,but then...demythologizing the odyssey...
515 Maggie Nelson in Bluets:

It worked well beczuse he 1s & passive top

and I 5m gn setivebotton...

You haye encumbered your SUV ... Znd yoar script

with encrustations...

the elements of which remzin justbeyond your &ssignment...
yetyou continue toentice players

with your Zbsentmindedness

&nd hoop skirt...hoping for Zshot &t Rezlity TV ...
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80, 8ad £a6t, butgetused to 1%, becsuse nothing €1se 18 going
to bh&sppen.
- Anne Carson

How wel}l did you know him/her?...

Ididn't know him/her...

Why then the need to zet?...

the need todeliver 1ines &8 if on st&ge?...
Iiamon hold...otherwise...

The world erised, rebuilt, erased &g2&in ...

Reminds me of Poe's The Fsets In the Csse of M. Valdemsr...
HOW S0? o0

A mesmeristputs 2man in &'suspended hypnotic state

gt the momentof dezth...

But aren't we &1 suspended in the here 2nd now

awaiting deportation to the there and then?...



Houdini never gotback to Bess, yes?...
Butwhat about now?...

Now?...I'monly &2 Pawn in the game...
Astretch1imo...with credits...

The idez'of closure &8 afterthought...

&8 incident&l ... 108t &mid the fourth wall ...

I tried to follow the directions

but kept getting derziled by the enjzmbments...
toszy nothing of the pages and pages of footnotes...
I haye no idezwhy I fe1t compelled tocontinue...

I guess it has something to dowith where I'vebeen...
A clue perhps in the first few 1ines?...

You £10&t dboye &n empty Zmphithester...
sijough-of f ch&nce encounters...

with reenzetors...

You hope to make Fseries of short £ilms
inspired by Anne Carson's comment that
the bestone cazn hope for 58 5 humsn

s to haye zrelstionship with thatemptiness
where God would be It God were 575115510 ...

You return to the origin&) wording ...

The 1ine-brezks haye yellowed ...

Impossible to draw the curtiins ...

This much you &110W s+
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You'ye 1ostme...

Brutilly honest &nd soft &nd yulnerzble? ...
Your &iM ... 52510 o0 18 OLF o0
GottzgetouttzDodge...

Thomzs Wolfe couldn'tstop ...either...

Butsir, the redréfting emznstes from the core...
You're focusing on the core, yes?...

Is it Taking Careor Talking Cure?...

Littie matter...Put your hands together

for the midlire crisis guy, Carl Jung ...



who, in describing himself, Z¢cording to psychoanalyst
Donzld Winnicott, givesus apicture of childhood
schizophreniz..

I11 giyve you amoment to collect yourunconscious ...
Gotmeme?...

The £&t 12dy who's supposed tosing

hasshed afew pounds ...

Now wh&t?...

We &wzit integration of oursplitpersonzlities...
And Sherlock Holmes's Blue CamunclC...

Is the mrystill outon the deerstalker?...

Conldz's. WOuldave » ShoOuldass .

Why dobirds suddenly GDDEEF? es.

Anorexis Neryvoszwas first described in 1684 involving the
dzughter of &Mr. Duke of London but wasn't given itsown
dizgnosisuntil 1873 when Sir Willizm Gull, Queen Victoria's
rersoni) physician, presented his obseryations of &n
emzeigzted condition in three young women ... Miss A, Miss B,
Znd Znunnamed third...

And now for &'rec&p ... The problem here is one of inertiz...
Notzproblem...consider the flyingbuttresses...

&nd the general state of affairs...

He/she had &'’keen &yersion to monogamy ...

The fzets in the case of the one who would 1e&ve in the middle
of the night...

The bridge tolls Zlone, yes? ... For whom?...

For the party of the firstpart, of course...are you paying
gttention?...

S1ipping through ...costumed for the gzme...

Snogging with fce-men/-womenuntil they cometh...
Seduction a8 effortiess asbreathing...

0, surprisingly, wis iljuminsted by 1t 58 though from
within, 5nd herbesring bespoke cilm, while on her £5ée could
be detected the serenity Gnd imperceptible smile thaztone
surmises rather than setuslly sees in the eyes of hermits...



The odyssey continues...

Shelley's cats sat there... thinkingup ways togeteyen...
Your odometer will be subpoenzed...

Ikidyou not...its 511 zbout thebike...
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Segue tobottled ephemers’... clothespinned to your
window...with your affinity forcats...fordogs...
for cats and dogs ...

Its raining c5ts 5nd dogs ...

thespin...thespin doctors...the spinning...

the opening ... &8 gingerly applied...

then applauded...

C&n you belieye the outcome?...

0f course, it goes withoutsaying,«..

he/she reeks of unfamilizrity ...

with the 1ives of others...

1et zlone szints...

Perhzps touch of fe&y...

or fear and 10athing ...

Exonerzted?...one would hope not...but who knows ...
given the present climate (change) ...

with 1ives tosp&re ...especizlly now? ...

You 1&¢k science ... Znd £b&ekstage pass ...
Itwouldbehooveus to redo...the reé&-thrmgh soe
or the wzlk-through ... whicheyer...

Csehe 58 cathe-cih, yes? ... To know

the many £aces of you ... Zmid the crumpled sheets of
copier paper...
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Life 1is notpersonsl.
- Gilles Dejeuze

OK, there's & redundancy ... 1ike & rabid dogbiting itself...
This from &'dream Zwhileback, yes?...

Anonline virtuoso...nerdy affable obsessiye

borping &long



1eaves town without forwarding ... without z'word
&8 if the top of the woodshedblew off ...

You enter the scene...soundtraecked

by &n gbandoned house ...

IP0NLY 00 IPONLY 000 ILOBLY o0

Butis it inconsequentizl?...

Doesn't it make ' difference?...

Hasn't it madezaifference? ...

Not rezdy for prime time...not rezdy for the £311 ...
Why bother?...

Why bother what?...

Why bother attending to the aftermath

when %11 &re present &nd Zecounted for? ...

Why bother &pproprizting ... without 2 voice?...

Is that whatyou're asking?...

Hold #mirrorup toyourself...Tell me sbout the
disjanctiyeness...the fragmentation...

You czn setup shop &8 &'go-between in the in-between...
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How many words In the GVerige noyel?...

You h&ye mythologized your odyssey
rinned nametags on onlookers...

How many words in the Gverige rezder?...

questioning the relizbility of first-person
Pl&yers who keepbutting in...

How many words In the Gverige person?...
How many words in the aversige conression?...

The nightmarish quality of cameos
spurs you to rethink your opening 1ine...



How mzny words In the Zverige dzy?...
People zre uststiznding Eround...

How many words in the Gverige szint?...
Ican'tstand it...

How mzny words in the zyerzge 116?...
How it 100ks in & two-way mirror...

How many words In the Gverige 1452 ...
Hz1Amarkizn?...

How mzny words in the Gyersge sentence?...

You refuse tobe bottlenecked
by those who insist they're in the know...

How many words in the Gverige rant?

Neyerbefore or nevermore ...
bothu.éﬁdthenu-

How many words in the Gverage s01iloquy?...
You zdmit tomisinterpretation...

How mzny words In the ZVersge brezkup?...
Your watching is fitful...

How mzny words In the Zyersge 6xcuse?...
and your commitment is &joke ...

How many words in the Gverige 111e?...
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The shoplifted elements of your profile...
Smudges on the aZnswering machine...
Deyelopmentsl studies?...

Would that you conld, yes? ...

And why not?...&8ks DOOr #3 s e
Bucklewp your overcozt

next time you swimout

beyond the brezkers

where mermzids Zre reassigned

&5 Sirens

gifting tantric truths...

The sinisterity...

The whst?...

You know, the sinisterity...
Whateyer...

The sinisterity of fairy tales
dismupts your REMsieep...

I amfamished...for nothing...

I welcome the Zecusztion of pulchritude...
Many disyike the sound of thiat word
&nd &re surprisedby its mezning...
Iamintriguedby your insistence

on wainscoting...

There zre many more steps than 12...
HOW 802 +ss

Hey didd]le diddle

The cat znd the £1ddle...

I &wait the 153ughing dogesred edition
&nd was sold ' mock-up

thit whispered in my bad ey
throughout the night...

Lucky me, I thought

but then resisted the urge to tweet...
And so they s&id you s&w...

But &re you yetted?...

Ittzkes someundoing to rezd

I Zoye Dickby Chris Krius...soon tobe HBO'd ..
Yourshyness ... replaced by boredom...



8o wh&t's wrong with that?...

With what?...

The 8exuzl Life of Catherine M?...

which $&lons&id ...

Holds you tighter thin zpaiy of handcufsrs...
I wassentenced tobe 2¥1y on the wall ...
Isatback...cigiarilloin hand...

or whateyer they're cilled...

I exzmined the cracks &nd crazes

in the ename]

dizgrammed the 1ines

the &ir £illed with scents ... &nd nonsense...
WOrds ¢oosCries...shouts ... MOZNS o s®
theuwnimaginable sounds of silence...

bodies electric becoming
entingled...engéged...enraged. ..
engulfed...encumbered...

Parts replieed yet the whole the same

as with the compulsion tobecome the other...
Gnunrecognizable dzinty tornzdo

&8 in Burydice's F/32...

Will the miniseries continue?...

Will you re-up?...

Who knows whateyvi] Jurks in the heszrts of men?...
Betteras...

Who knows whateyi] Jurks in peoples minds...
The Sh&dow knows! ...

Iwezken...fade fromyiew...

enter the Straits of Inyisibility...
insouciznt...

notebooked ...
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The ramen restazurant... ofers personsl £1avor-
concentrition booths, where patrons...cin experiénce
Jow-interzetion dining.

-Emm&°Allen, Ezting Ramen By Yourselr Is An Antidote
To Eyerything



The isolationist in you polishes silyver

in #high-ceilinged cobwebbed room
collecting and comparing handwriting szmpies
from hedonists...znd patrons...

on the truth of the matter...

the M&d Hatter's riddles

etch-z-sketching memories

of yourunderstudy, Miss Hayisham...

&bow] of ramen noodles

Zpiece of wedding c&ke

the clock's hznds crzdling the past...

You &re stymied ... 22%in o oo

despite the entries in your journ&l «..
itsblzank pages eyvidence of your odyssey's dec&y «..
The wedding Z1bum swaits edits ...

Your conquests pileup in the lcoye

where fmitbasket interviews applicants
for the role of supplicaznt...

#minor role, yes,but rejevant

to theunderpzinting

which you insist is essentizl....

You, 1ike miny, fezr micromznizgement...
The scene ... color-coded ... familizr...
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1. You wake to the urge to BOGO

2. &t this most wonderful time of the year...
3.despite fading tan 1ines

4.spotty cell service

5. &hd rozd-texters fessingup to the Wwhite Rapbit
6. in waiting 1ines that curl into makeshift parking jots...
T. a5 semioticizn-stalkers scramble for seits
8.outside yourbedroom window ...

9. obsessing oyer the signs &nhd symbols

10, of your designerultrawesr...

11. The myth morphs...

12. The p1ayers exchange roles a8 directed...

13, Many are missed...

14. A few quibb1€ «ss



15. Rewrites are rewritten...

16. An Zurzof retroficition ensues...
17. The scene...infinitely looped...
18.0PeNS +++ ZNd C10S€8 40

19.0pens ... &Nd c105€8 ...
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1. You seek the promiscuous feeling of being #live
2. conference-czll your mirror

3. &nd dreizm 1 teritions in structuri]l modesty ...
4, In CFFIgy .. .S0MEONE remMinds yod « s

5. Why tarry?...

6. It would behooye you to take it to the nextieyel
T.despite the ramblings frombehind Door i3 ...

8. The other d&y &n open mic in the supermirket...
9.Lines mun

10, on shoppers with full carts

11.&nhd fullbellies...

12. Noone stepped up to the deli counter

13. to szmpile the sharp provolone ...sliced or chunked ...
14. How 1ong the wzit...in the green room? ...
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1.Indiscriminate eyenings 1eggy with enticement...
2.witheyes...

3.exchinge costumes &t the entrance...

4. You know the drill ... however goofy ..

5. Are you underestimisting the instability?...

6. the excitement?...

T.Come &g&1in? +..

8.Field studies, yes?...

9. 58 if opening &'dresm...to decides-0ld meznderings ...
10, drifting ... out-of-focus ...

11. The sky ... t00...counterpointed...

12, with &riz...f&int...

13. The weird af'tertaste...of Znunknown

14, hitting you h&rd on the drive baek over thebridge



15. to &n 211-nightdiner...
16.before 'hlmbling see dOWnPléYed X inm moming soe
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1.Grim figures with notebooks znd hezd colds ...
2. Isosceles trizngles in training ...

3. Perch on bathroom fixtures 2nd drywill

4.in Home Depot

5, recording 1ife's secular Zpocilypses

6. for price check...

T.You engage them in Q&As

8. zbout toilet tanks...s&whorses...

9. crescent wrenches...

10, the impending b1izz&rd ...

11.C1ues to materisls colors dimensions warranties...
12. &8 the Porcelzin Doll in Orznge 0verills ««.
13. Thumbing through

14. The Whole Eszrth Catzlog's Tools for ChEnge...
15. Captivating players ... &nd their parts...
16. in the tool shed ...

17.pro formz ..

18. with your 16 mm take

19.on Marvell's To His Coy Mistress

20, seducing the dumbstruck

21. with multi-1&yered costumed panegyrics...
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Now that you've circumyented that...

I jastthought...

Whatwith all the brouhzhss.. Zbout whiteyer...
Time to yideotape the scene...

Respiendent, yes? ...

But whatsbout the g&ps...in the dizlogue?...
The silence would be &n Zetion, yes? ...
IntodrestSilence...

Like smoking weed ...

The form-fitting costume...&s requested...
Par1aying the emptiness



&s if it were the correct pronunciztion
which...&8 I'msure you know...it is not...
Incursive...if thats wvhatyou want...
Stop the czs!...

Pull inbehind thatminiyvin

brimming with yzoping snimsls...

This was written into the scene...

Nosureby whom...

Buthe/she szid to follow the dotted 1ine

in the dizlogue...
Gowithit...improyise...

we could try The Red Hen ...

Yes, 1et's try The Red Hen ...

In the dream, I wasburglirized

&nd he was dezd ...

Kind of unusuil...eyen for him/her...
Yszthink?...

Anyway, they continued marking vp the menu
with changes to the dizlogue...

Pretty good, a6taglly ««.

But then Door #2 Swung Open « .

The reyvisions tumbled cut of thebiek room...
Certzinly enough time to grib Z'mote] room...
Well of course you c&n ¢

Why &re you 1ying on the £100r?...

He/she mezntnoharm...

What zbout the bandzids? ...

And your shoes are scuffed...

A11 that walking ...seemingly in circles...
But now the 13undry hasbeen folded

ZNA PUt ZWEF «ss

Time to proceed...

I11 tzke thatcill ... 2nd raise you three...
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A photogrsph with no "unctum” to draw you in snd disturd

you.
- Roland Barthes



You know &s well &8 I that the costume
tramps the stazndoffishness...

this mirror-imsge of the transformation...
Zeurprise...tominy...

&’ panoply of seductiyveness, if you will ...
seduction zsentre...

&5 when Proust dips his m&deleine in teg
&nd is transported to metaphysici) reverie...
Who isbluffing whom?...
Enigmatic...withoutwhom...yes, goon...

I haye bicycledsix crooked highways ...

To possess in its entirety

&8 when &s]1eep one possesses oneself o

Is that Proust 5£5In?...

No idez...

Aplay in three...nofour...&ets...
Rezssembled forextrazeredit...

The creditors askince ... 3well of silence...
You enter the scene...somnambulisticilly «..
Your cropped top ...directing traffic...

The extras? ...

Conquestor discoyery?...
Stretchingout...incontrol ...

This willbe reshaped...a8 in I wil] reshspe the scene...
Ispn'titobvious that it has tobe redone?...
Putyourdinner with Andreon hold...

You'1l be gble to &ssume ch&rge ...

able toresume...

gble tosubsume ... if needbe...

8he w&6.80 wisted, she knocked oyer thedip...
When questioned sboutit...she jied...
Alrezdy indifferent...

&8 change ...

&s redundznt...

E8 NeCeSSETY e
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Blundering into the hemisphere of Zdjuncts...
The holiday pinspotted with strike zone and sge spots...



Traps baited withunbound collections...

The zrmatares of engagement, yes?...

You kick itup &'notch for theblue screeners...

Zbeyy of iconoclasts in abl1ack Cheyy SUV

ferrying zéross the Kill Van Kull

using your archiyes s GPS... The kiosks ... in oyertime
mnning lines...forgetting...most...
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1. Action figures...with debits &nd creditors

2. with pariez-vyous franciis

3. with inconsistentbedtime stories

4.0f nights inshining Zmour...

5. h&ye returned ...

6. The day twists and turns Znd shouts out...
T.Checkout 1ines bottleneck 1ast-minute shoppers ...
8. BOGO becomes BOGT ...

9. Your 0ld Harley running on empty over toll roids
10; appears ... 2nd grees to ferry youback

11.to the 01d neighborhood

12. to the desperiztion

13.0f your parents' baekyard barbecues ...

14. with the gambits

15. kapaoke machine

16.81€eepoyers

17. hangoyers

18.(un)dress rehearsals ...

19. Your e1an vital isupup and Zw&Ey oo

20, znd on-deck for The Twenty Question Challenge...
21. The end run is in the startingblocks...

22. The s10-mo is & no-show

23. heayy with odds for the 1ong shot...

24. Inst&1) the &pp for Its & Wondertul Life...
25.D0 itnow e cbefore its tw 1&1‘»9 Y
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With czmerzobscurzs(sic) on the yirtual beaches



of your odyssey ... the white sind studded with the yexing
asymmetry of indulgences flattening your life toa™
morality tale...

in which he/she becomes incressingly enamored of
inked torsos ...

This of course will be Zddressed in the nextchapter...
&long with the history of i1luminosity...

Excuse me while I trot of £ to the de1i

for 2 provolone znd tomztoon sourdough «..
Trmdging through the snowstorm

&nd 1) that, yes?...

There's something tobe szid for the interiority
of this short ustere work

of fiction ...

It grabs from the get-go... with its refuszy

to stick to the customzry protoco] of story-telling
notunilike the d&ys of pushing p&int...

sans serif...

Elsewhere sommeliers await the rematch...

Intermaptions...make for interesting bedmates...
Why the rejuctance to take ownership

af'ter 1) these reyisions?...

Mayhaps the 127ynessof it 511%...
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This wiy or no way.
-D&yid Bowie, Lazgrus

Tell-tzle hearts tell 11 on morning talk shows
slotted witherrantknights &nd distressed dzmseis...
wakeup c&118 s+ i2NOred ...

Mayens ...encrusted with sobriquets

enter roundsbouts gt speeds

unszfe for Bollywood trzilers...



and you ... without reprieye...

reminisce through the third chapter aZnd beyond ...
plotlines folded into moneybelts...

The gbsurd dramz ...zt one remoye ... anthologized...
repeated ... repezled ... for the better?...

Wh&t does this te1l you?...
gpoathim...zbouther...zbouthim &nd her?...
About Eleznor Rigby? ...

Where do they 511 come from?...

Upstaging the Simon &nd Garfunkels of the millennium...
bookended ... whispering inourezrs...

Znguishing over troubled water...

storefronts retrofitted for the now...

the without...znd then some...

thinkingbaek wistfully

for however 1ong it tikes...tocountout the coins
&nd gssume the role of 1€zd...

The dezdline p&ssed...

The 1&2nguage poets of Abyssinii...silenced...
dem&nd #'recount

whije shooters...at 20 paces...

with chips in theirbrains

&nd chips on theirshoulders... randomize dezth...
Like Bowie's L&z5uS ... Everybody knows me now ...
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0f course you remember those d&ys, yes?...
soundtraecked by Jaco'sunfetteredunfrettedbass...
C&an you spell Word of Mouth?...

Loopingbzek to 2mind of winter's pink skies

&nd the remnants of past players

infiltrating your portal

when 1 + 1 was &n imaginary number

that 1addered its way to the top of your Wish List
where Utopizns sported recoilless Doc Martens

in colors to tweet home bout...

There was noneed...no worms drilling intoyour 0S3...
Your play station was your 1ife...

You were wiarned ... zeousticilly o



Dylan's gray-sleeved The Times They Are A-Changin'...
&8 you mide your wiy to the corner mini-mart

for Ed's toast(taste?) of the town...
circumnayigating the razor-fenced dejusions

that profited eyeryone...2nd noone...

while yaeuum tubes jezked

the words of poets who had signed of
onbetiyersions...bringing home thebiecon

that would one-way-ticket them to Zn MRI

st when theirbuckshot ducks were 1] 1inedup

&nd the ovens were rezdy for the next mitochondrion...
Uber Drivers of the World deserye Zbrezk today ...

A Room of OnesOwn ...

Do you hzve Gn AROOO? » » » O coOuSe you do/ . » »

There's no te11ing ... Yes, p1€&82 200N o s
remyenated...and rejayvensted... 3nd rejayenated ...
Come... You Nzsterlbstor)s of Wet...

stepping in &nd out of &series of drezms...
autopiloting rlants frombulbs

commonpliee bargaining chips YouTubing

your Fudition for asezt in the orchestrapit...

the penduiumswinging ...baek nd forth...

to Vincents hezd on the body of &1y

in the ﬁiCk'B pér‘ting shot...

You were dumbstruckby the Cresture from the Bliek Ligoon
&nd the mystepries of Julie Adam's white one-piece
that £i11ed the screen ... 2nd your head

especizlly the scenes in the caye

on some backlot nodoubt

which 1ed to the bowels of the Piris OperzHouse

where the Phantom keyboarded

rhantasmsgoric sedquctions for Christine for oyer 27 years
besting Cits &8 the 1ongest-ranning Broaawsy show ...
Those were the days my £riend...unfolding ...

one &f'ter nother with suits papering the A Train
which morphed into The Polsr Express

formost...if not#11...

Littie matter though...1ittle matter...
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As ifboirding &tram in Zn end zone of irregulzr verbs...
You ...clothed in the outlzndish...

jast tobe oppositionzl? ...

How m&ny were there?...No ideis...

You mistake fndeliplefor inedible

Znd jamp into &brief novel of waiting

your Etch-A-Sketch sapping the body of eroticism
courts &nd rejects intertextusl references...

Noblzek &hd white idiom here...

the moments between objects &nd events inyisible ...
You're inyisible now

you've got no secrets toconcesl...*

Pocketing variztions of enigmafiexing with
theurgency of &Znwnorthodox kind of desire...
youbegin negotizting Zngles ...

raging againstoutliers...

Thewltimztum &s pre-emptor... 28 mystery tramp...
Genre-bending &s gender ploy

skipping the discomfort...

Jstwhenunderstudies arrive...

This is how it played out...in the drezm...
how itdeyolved...

when 11 else seemed suburbzh

&nd you surfaeed &8 if &t &n impasse...

*Bob Dyl&h, Like A Rolling Stone

336

Apparently you were comatose 1] those years...
Zmarionette tonimbie fingers...

an satomzton dispensing emoticons willy-nilly ...
off-shore 1zundering muddying the moyements



color-coded from your days

in the dorm hustling Monopoly «..

The hidden roombehind the grandfather clock

mzps your seductions with wide eye-shzdowed eyes ...
theundertiking inevitable

&8 you surrender yourself to the usts of strangers
initizlizing tick sheets in the sun room

whije picking 1int fromshirtsieeyes...
Surprised?... And now, 1&dies Znd gentlemen...

the dzrkside...theunderside...theblindside...
the otherside of then ...

the otherside of now...

1ipr-syncing Regin&Spector's Hero:

He neyereyerssw itcoming 5€51 ...

Wzit! Can we stop with this outpouring of theater or theatre
this close encounter of theun-kind

this semiotic oyeriozd

this de-con-struc-tion

this rewinding of the tipe

this ripping of musicil &ddend&? ...

You bought into the notion of restorztive solitude
Zpower higher than theunremitting yoid
environmentslly friendlier than dishwishing detergent...
You &re doing your p&rt...

Correction ... You haye done your p&rt... And now?...
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Nostor the time I dontrun Gnd hide.
-Bob Dylan

You seed the i11usion

comfortabie with the Zloofness you'yve afifected
yourundenizbie self awaiting word

wind chimes buffering fragmented hours...
You page through

tzking notes

the photos yellowed Znd brittie

the footnotes tiresome

pages missing or hidden...



Why go there?...

Why not?...It 1] fits...

Orsoyou'd 1ike to think...

But there zre elements of hippiness

of enchzntment

of times spent with eyes wide shut composing 1ines that...
That what? ...

Thit were neyver deliyvered, I guess ...

Ah&e..

I could haye followed the thresd, you know...
And endedup where? ...
Notsure...Butnothere...

And then?...

Look, most of the time notunlike the restofus
I st try tosoldieron...
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There seems tobe #'disparity...

the images fragmented...the 1ighting off'...

Znd now you're squinting ... #t the camerz...

trying to clzrify the choreography of the odyssey...
He/she presented with &'reyised script

&nd Fsmibtering of masks...

You b&lk &t the masks ... &hd sketch &h &1ternative...
The dizloguebegins ...off-cue...

&nd does its best to preempt the confusion

which is fogging the 1enses...

The scene is re-shot with filters...awaste of time...
nothing seems tobe working todzy ...

Perhzps the reason isburied in the footnotes

Zlong with your memorzndum of understanding ...

How i11-equipped (anprepared?) ...

especizlly now with &n lbatross as metaphor...

In this poem you are 511 &rtifice...the 1anguage frayed...
the jetters of introduction misfiled...
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The unbezrable 1ightness of you sporting dbowler



(8121Lenz011in?) s1irping through #n incognito window ...
The notion that whit goes Zround...

£0es around h infinite number of times...
cameoed...cinemascoped ...

&8 if Super-8s were the new now ...

You sidestep the warp ... &Znd buy time

on the dotted 1ine...

the nearness suffocating (58 &1ways?)

the deczdes-0ld memory of lovemzking

on Zbunkbed...deconstructed...

with you pining for &n inspection sticker...

&Mobius strip ensuring non-orientabieness...
mzintaining the mystery for the before-after crowd...
riinbowed &nd enigmatic ...

The n&iyete of post-Internetsecurity thugs
1ibraried...in the 800'staeks...

Purging the past with & keystroke, yes?...

There's Z1ways &'room of one's own for everyone on this tug
chuffing its way through the islets of Langerhans...
A11 you need is £51th

To hezy the diesels humming ...

News thats fit to3D print...

340

The plzusible denizbility ...

Wait, thats abit toostrong...

The plausible desirability? «..no, nO...
0K, wéking to a'snowstorm...

Another iPhone d&y

chomping &t the citch-a8-catch-c&n ...
Google it...

This will in no way be &1tered or elevated to mike it more
convention&lly 1iterary...

Littie matter...

I zm gt mybest when I &m &t mybest, yes?...
You are Ztyourbest with cbfuscation ...
Undiminished...he/she wanted toshout...
I smundiminished

by the inopportune...



by the sharp questionsbeing hurled Ztme...

by the 1ight of the silyerysilence...

Walk with me ... take Zumber...

How m&ny times...how often ... when did youbegin
to feey 1ike this?...

Excuse me?...

0K, you reek of hyperbolism...

Huh?...

You exzggerate ...embellish ... the idez™

that your experience...oh, forgetit...

But who Zmongus does not?...

AmMONgus? ...

You know whatImean...

Its partof thebigger picture, I mean, poem, yes?...
Are you on the heels of ...or on the coattiils of?...
Prezse stop doing that...

Doing what?...

Regressing toone of your tried-znd-tmue motifs...
Like when walking Zlong &' rozdbed ...

Yes? ..

You sense the 1ocomotiye znd wish for corrections...
the corrections you wegthered in fourth grade
rezding #'graphic novel ...on Zsnow day ...

341

Yourezlizr!
-T1d&8winton in Young Adizm

But the expectation trumps the whimsicality, yes?...
0f what?...s1eeping with someone?...

Ring Ground the rosey ...c&rwormed ...

&nd we're 511 £%11ing down ... the Urban Dictioniry
remindingus of the Black Death

znd the monkish chime...blurring genres...
aseffortlessly 8 thebanality of domesticity...
ButIcsn do this now, having done time 58 & footnote...
Forget the intrusion...there was none...

But whatzbout posedpics? ...

Aren't they £i11ed with 1ies?...



What zre you tilking sbout? ...

Welcome to The Age of Lies...

You're kidding ...

I'mnotkidding...

Caouzl 1168 5158111y JOEL?

No, not casuzl 1ies ...

Agzin you captare the fancy, better, the £antssyof many...
following hiztus ...of how many years? ...

The yoice in this 1ine isunrecognizable...
Sayoring the rush...

The rush, yeS ... ye8 ... it's 511 zbout the rush...
Aware of the seamlessness of thought snd Zetion ...
the inyisibility ...

And now? ...

zero-out the counters...&nd proceed with the scene...
He/she will attempt &'comebiek... atanopenmic...
But whit sbout Thomas Wolfe? ...

Didn't he host &n open mic?...

Idon'tthinkso...he wastootzll...

besides, I don't haye time to phone home right now...
Then make time...

Mzke time?...whoa, the designated optimist
haselpowed his/her way into the room...

Deliver the 1ines &8 written, pijease...

Peddle to the masses ... nodowbt... wait...

I'm googling &8 £ast &8 I c&n ... 2nd nOw my €yes close
g8 I enter the fifth of seyen 1eyels...
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F'disastroas hookup ... where 16ss waS more ...
ahd more was even less s0e

with you 108t among ceiling tiles
while outside Steyens's snowmzn orchestrated



nothing thazt is not there znd the nothing thaztis...
And yOl &k (X X4 h’.by "HOV" the drm?c o0
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Czedmon, the i11iterate cowherd, 1earned tosing in #dream..
. The seductiyeness of the transcendent impulse, yes? ... The
words sometimes coming . . . sometimes not . . . sometimes the
wrong words ... No watcher &t the gite, they enter the srens™
&nd the ezrs of others ... their Zttempt to hurdle the ho-hum
foredoomed to £zijure ... You stee] yourself ... zgazinst what?
« » » conformity? . . . obsolescence? . . . Free-wheeling
afterthoughts stampede pageviews . . . proyvide just enough
fiuidity to prime &'cold winter's night...the moon tiking
on &1) comers ... in %11 weight clisses ... The concept of &n
afteryife...s0 day-before-yesterday ... Are you stil] there?.
++Or have you retrested into the deep woods of deriyvation? ...
Day-trippers choke supermirkets' zisjes ... £511 victim to
the trumpets dissonince ... without the bells #nd whisties..
. without the enthusizsm...of post-coital anserobics...Al]l
for nzught? . . . If push comes to shove, &pplicints will be
required to submit their soliloquies in triplicate with &
Shirpie...
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That the room is spinning...spinning...spinning...
Unhouse your £46€ ... Znd begin ««.

Time bookends itself ...

You haye mzde-do ... znd made-of £

with the 1ikes of nobody +..

Evidence bespezks yersatility ...

I hayebeen yerily amused by your 2nzlytics
&nd Zntics ...

Intention&lity ‘R' Us, yes?...

Arrange the chimes farther down the row...
You h&ye crossed yourself

rast the row houses

seemingly &t ease with the zécoutrements
being exzmined &nd codified



in the makeshift &1cove ...

0f course I remember the 1ocomotiye works
qu&eis8ino ... where the sjots

found Zhome ... &nd Zwait the starting gong...
Isn't it &s if you were pre-empted?...
Itwasn'twritten thatway...

I don't know how it was written

butIknow it wasn't written thatwsy...

A switch must h&ye occurred...

&nd £1ipped...

Nonetheless, you will be 1ess remzrked upon
g5tonishingly mild-mannered

with &' ripple-effect tounfuril your socks

in ful} color

in full view

in full payment

in retrospect...

His/her 15test noyel plays upon dot matrices...
Its #Fulbright...

Imzgine the centrifuge

&nd the particle gecelerator

g&thering dust

especizlly in that moment of Znticipated rezetions...
The Law of Anticipated Regetions «..

Perchznce todrezm?...

And yet &smidgen, perh&ps? ...

While you'reup, could you plesse £1ip

the complicitions...of thatencounter...
when the reds, whites, Znd bjues partied hard?...
Trustme, it wasn't &11egorical ...

There wis no dispens&tion involved ...
Further, happenstance was not cilledupon ...
You would think the obyious

but the outcome surprisingly took on

Zbrozder issue

&nd mide its wiy ... t&i1 between its 1egs...

to the photomontage

48 if nothing h&a happened ...

We were caughtoff-guérd...

AllofusS ...



And it was &'good thing tobe in g200d cOMPENY « .
We got the story straight

with the gttendant ifs, 2nds, sndbuts...
Things cih get muddy «.. 25 you well Know ...
especizlly with the threiztof climate chinge
&nd Holly Golightly...

You do remember C5% yes? ...

The knitsch was knotted...

We were gbout ourselyves with five minutes jeft in the
quirter nd 1eftovers 1eftover...

P1ezse reyiew the conscious gyenue of deceit...
It's always there...

I haye yourback...

Thank you ..+ Znd be well s
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A £51per House than Prose,
-Emily Dickinson

Instezd the twitching yocabularyblindsus
with its patina...demandingentry...

You haye experienced this yourseif...

see Journzl entry #365

Without reassurance then...

How we manage to trayerse March Madness

on &snowy March day ...

yourbzdeiy tap ddncing

to Kests's impossible music ...

f1irting with segues

past players working &n Fudience...
Meditaztion a8 foreplay, yes?...

You hayen't refreshed the pages, thats why ...
There's Zblueness to it...hypnotic...
despite the trepidation of icoszhedrons ...
20'questions?...

And why the cormorznts?...

Instezd of rewinding...try resetting...
Itdoesn't matter...the directions &re misieiding ...
off-putting ... thick witherrors...



0f course, he/she wants tore-up...

Relegated to inefficiency ...

the oyersight of &n overnightof the 10th order...
Recheck the code ...

You embody the Pleasure Principl€...

skim Freud ... £1%g Jung ...

You deny insensitivity, yes?...

&rguing instead the pressure points of thebody ...
Little wonder the insinuitions...

The Zlgorithms wax geometric on your eyelids
providing &welcome respite to food shopping...
Icanonly imagine...

Unclothed...wrinkle-proof ...

escaping into the figuratiye

&8 if gswell carried you &eross the jetty

on &Znovercastdiy...brimmed with extras...
Regérd the script, please...

You were well-versed given your days &t the manhole
with its triangulstion of

hand...mouth... vomznhole ...

Isthatit?...

Shape-chianging ... &nd 1e&ying before the sun...
notunlike & yampire...

Rezson #3 for why your mother told you ...

If the sitcom rolls in, be noncommittal....

the honesteryon'll become ...

These elements will magically take flight

&8 if from your scripbook...minus 18 minutes...
where someone reminded you to hedge yourbets...
And, of course, the buoyzncy « ..

You insist numbness,but that wasn't it, was it?...
&8 you sucked on your lower 1ip

wiiting for the Windows 10'Update...

You were 1&¥ish in your arrogance

&nd partied-onunti) thebubbles were pried open ...
your odyssey threztening tobe something other
than what it wis?...18%...

You continue to citch the waye of enjambment...
fresh from Neyerlznd...prancing ostentatiously...
and this is g00d +«s



indented on the next 1ine toshow that thebreik

is the resultof spaee 1imitations

not the zetuzlization of theself ...

which tries mightily to crash the seryers

of past players ... who insist the sedquction of bass 1ines...
notbiselines...

for no reason other than buy-backs...

Zpumping segue to the requisite...

your meter hashtagged &8 &'dresm sequence

intuiting its possibility yizekphrastic yerse...
1&idouton &picnic table stride cobs of corn ...

0f course, there will be afterthoughts ... &8 Z1ways ...
&'celebration of the "I" &nd the "you"

straddled with nary & homestretch...
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Under &' fermatas.. 58 if the book's deckle €dge «..
With amplification yoursilence will inhabit
the margins of this poem

notunlike &' ripening of sorts...

rerh&ps indifferent-seeming ... &t first...
then abuttoning-up dgzinstthe cold...

You h&yre become unsuited for tangentizls...
PlEy-&eting .. .bregdthing in...brezthingout...
trying to convince yourself

and the other (nzmed af'ter the main charaeter)
that this is the 1anguige of Jost things...

that this too is the way it is...48 good a8 it gets?...
22884 + 00 &rchived .o,

tobe studied...continued... forgotten...
He/she enters you .. .beCOMES YO+ o

The odyssey a8 ¥irgule ...

Your first teg...miles &way ... down the hill ...

347

You were keptup &t nightby Joan Mitchell's Les jluets...
Abook...now & pile of pages...on the terrice



&t the entrance to Monets cottage...
ghost-knowledge ... amark of erudition...

passing the prate...

1ike Becketts Fijmstarring Buster Kezton...

who remzined confused...throughout...

asking Beckett if he hid eaten Wwelsh rarebit...
freely improvising the 1ines...the melody dictates
rhythm &nd shired Zdmirztion

of faeticity and the poetization of form...

What zre you txlking about?...

Notquite sure...butiittie mtter...

especizlly now ... toeing the high wire ... though costumed
we &re recognizibile ...spooning #hard conceit...
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The thought of Klein's patented riff onultramirine

and the high romance of pursuitsaturate your jealousy
of time despite high wind Zavisory ...

Gym rzts crowd onto gblue continuum with feigned defeat
P&ined by the thoughtof your strange repetitions...
their ineptitude strizining the windows

with hlftime imsges...

You were climzetically rebuffed, yes?...

but who's tosay why? ... Certiinly not page-turners

who know the morbidity of szhd

s1irping in &nd outof costume &hd into the role of street
only tobe shunted of f into &siding...

You, notuniike many, are mired

in the phrase b5ld-r56€ 1168...

its etymology &8 elusiye &8 imaginary numbers
skippingbe&ts to the turntabie's scratching ...

An obsession with interiudes will soon speill relief...
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New and G631t al5rming ...
- Bezuty snd the pezst

The bloated script toggles your erotic other



8 if 5t ameeting of sorts

with &Z'chameleon-1ike character

who never was...aznd neyver willbe...

rushing & 'Something-of-the-Month Club &pp
celebriting the opening of the New NY Bridge ...
Sczlpers ran 1ines downblind 11€yS ...

friends withbenefits bottleneck stage doors...
The millenium's magic beans, yes?...

A port&l to The Time perore the Time That Was...
cryptic codes choke g&]ley proofs thick with odyssey...
costumes...understudies ... extras...

1iner notes nuanced with ciues to your wheresbouts
1&stseenbeing whited-outby sheets of snow ...
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Tripping on bzd soft-core porn

you &re huried into impenetrabie writing
full of postmodern whirligigs

&nd hidden prompts...

&'room 1ined with wixy 1emonwood p&neling
deep in thebowels

of Znunhezrd of snow d&y ..

Idon'tthink I 1ike where this is heided...

I'm dog-tired fromshoyeling

&nd misunderstood besides...

0K, we'11baek itof £ abit

and cut to the symbols

of theunconscious: & heyday of Frewdian slips
with your tendency to pigeonhole

taking back seat in ' rusted-outstretch 1imo
rinnedby first-timers...

The driyer is hosting &n open mic

rezding his/her 15test instsliment

from &n wncooperatiye smartphone

#&nd we're on the cusp of ordering-out...
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A cautionary tale of the imzginstion propels &'¢old plunge



intonight which ends withbaek 11ey 2honymous embraces
down &stairwell ... into the street...

notebook jotting your cross-country gambit...

The morning &fter £4ced hezd-on

with words-of-the-day sbout £alse eyelashes

znd the misunderstandings...of p1aying the part...
Yet it did indeed fee] g00d «« Z1MOSt ...

filtering &s &'go-between

hinged on recording the 1&test in 0dyssey Tales

in which f&eeless extrisbeing fed fried chicken
Zudition for the partof amodern day Caligulie..
bipolirism notwithstanding ... the meds suffice...
charting clang associztions

&nd that d&rn threzd through the 12byrinth...
Izmcircus...

I zm three-ring circus...
Iamfour-fiye-...six-ring circus...

careful, of course, in the derangement...

The requisitebsisic disorientation

&nd the need to temporzrily unshaekle the mind
fromordiniry semantic 10gic...

There is gbsojutely nothing fortuitous zbout this...
or that...
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It's heresomewhere...ithas tobe...I mstknow it...
Wind chimes...catching theblizzird's t&1 ...

and you ... journzling your odyssey ...

now in its nth year...

worrying the 1ines that deepen with every footnote...
nostilgic for the 100k you hzd

&t thebeginning of the New Millennium...aksY2K ...
Do you regzard past playaphiles with asmile?...
Should you? ...

You're g8king me?...

You p&id the price for theirbestbehayior...

You mzde the best call «o.

we %11 m&ke thebestcill ».. in the moment, yes?...
when rozds diyerge ...



&nd the photo-montage of smiling faces...
Smiling Fsées Sometimes...

Smiling Fzées Sometimes ... pretend...

The Temptations, yes? ... Psychedelic Soul ...

The Wayback Machine ...back to the T0s...

If theycandoit...Icdndoit...

with Jack in the Beanstalk's goose 1&2ying golden
eggs on your £ace ... after-hours ciubbing

8e&18 ... awaiting theirship...

brimmed with henn&intimaey...

and the dezd silence of phony phone numbers...
Who knew?...Certszinly notyou?...

Then the stumblingbegan ..

the eyelinerunderilined with stilettos

Znd role confusion ... Erik - son of Erik - Erikson's
Morztorium...snd the hiztus...

I retreat...intomy children...

Iammy children...

Ibecome my children «..

Ibecomeuntouchable ...

I zeceptmy sentence...

my paragriph ... theentirebook...

Zeautionary, confession) tale of two people...me...
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I'yebeen Kerouwhszeked!
-Anon

A fly in my eminentdomzin...

or d'cockrozch ...or ' pole-sitter...or dog-wilker for that
matter...

Isuppose it wonld take &yill1age, yes? ...

Kiosks awash with how-tos ... &nd instmuctions
forun-dancing ... tipping the valet

who tripped on his wayback to the Waybaek Machine
with 1ines from Proor:

LetXequsl the quantity of 511 quantities of X.
Let Xequil the cold.

Itiscold in December.



Gwyneth Paltrow trading eights with Hannibal Lector...
Armpithairbe damned...

it %11 boils down to goop, yes? ...

He/she got Kerouwhzeked brainstorming ...
orbarnstorming...

or talking through the walk-through or walkaboutor
wizlkout...

The steps of & proof &re marky.

The steps of & proof are snarky.

The steps of & proof &re nestled 511 snug in theirbeds.
Let Xequil theirbeds.

And then someone took Zshine to someone

and that someone opened itup tosomeone else

&nd now someone will haye to tzke the hit...

Alwzys 1ooking the other way

&8 if g periscope poppedup in the Middle Ages...

your middle ages ... when your jake joints

began stiffening with &crezking

thatshook you gwike &t three AM

speed dizling your doc

who w&s on the third hole...teeing of ...

thinking sbout Lexd,

his daughter's jodhpur'd friend from riding class

but first, donohzrm...

You're not waziting for the phoniness toend, are you?...
Piezase te1l me you're not...

Plezse te1] me you've handed in the assignment

&nd thatyou're 0K with the sezting chart

&nd with BEinstein's definition of insanity tweeted

by iGens or Y2Kers or Genzs or whateyer they're called...
mzny of whom sport Muffy's Lean Cuisine gap-toothed grin
after she was bad-touched by Dilbert,

the animated crossing guard ...

super heayyweight Xboxer ... regulzr contributor to
Emojipediz... &wiiting the rejesse of his feel-good singie,
I Just Wanted tobe Friended on FZ6€ho0k ...

And now what? ... The neighborhood clown

has st trotted out his/her yogamat

&nd is zbout tocontort in full view of asejfiestick
which haye been shown to transmit STDs



when you ignore your mother's warning
to neyer 1eaye the house without wearing cleznunderweiy ...
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The day...overcast and strangely industrizl...
&rmpitszddlebags with full-blown cholesterophobiz ..
tirping the go-between

toencapsuliate time &nd attendance...

rehezrsing the commonpilaee

three standard deyviations dboye the mezn ...

H&ye Ibeen duped into thinking there willbe Zhother?...
A1} this posthumous postaring, pshaw...

Baek then, I suppose it mattered...

But now with dezdbezts in &scendance, forgetit...

An octopus-in-trzining inking nonsense syllabiles
itching with £&1se promises...

Tweeted with time-outs...

insinuating itself into thebestof times

when noone is 1ooking ...

How 80, you. &5K? +..

I amfilled with the music of Dakhsprakhs

& TUkranizn group I heard on 2h NPR Tiny Desk Concert...
The preferred costume of £12neurs? ...

F1znnel shirts of course £15ppring on clothesliines...
Could be thebeginning of 3 novellaive.

where rezders cut to the chise ... &nd regret doing so...
Rezdingbetween the 1ines...

you baeckstroke beyond the brezkers

&8 if in &'scene from penesth the 12-Mile Reef. ..
Cinem&Scoped 2nd soandtracked with a1ittye help

from Terry Riley's In C...

And now, 1&dies znd gentlemen, the 1&sti1ine...

the one-trick pony h&s vanished...

with jastenough time on the clock

for some tocill it amiriele ...
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Moments 1ike these when you fee] zdrift:



you're here; you're nothere...

your 1ife ... &noyelli ..or £155h fiction...
soundtraecked by dissonznce

&8 if beguiled by harpies in the pa1ms of p&11beErers ..
You wake with theurge touse the phrase in the know...
As misdirection, perh&ps?...

Consolation? ...

You enter the fray disgbling the tried nd trme

with the words of coglers

Vying for redzeting ... 3NAbINENESS o0 e ZZZIN o0
Which would you ratherbe?...
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Plotting the nextstage of your odyssey

jamp-starts ring-tailed fantasies from your days
in the driyer's sezt when you squiggled

for %11 you were worth ...minus shipping ...
Rent-A-Mime remzins &n option, yes? ...
Spit-shining Crocs on those d&ys when your tinnitus
chimes in maybring relief to those signedup

for your tour into the heart of darkness

which continues tobezt more than

one hundred thousznd times &day

in &n ongoing quest for the eternil sunshine

of the gmbientmind ... where partying morphs

into & stone-faced commitment

on the deck of the Ne1lie &nd you toggle
understudies...trading tasty tidbits

for the something-or-other of strangers in full view...
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Agzin, the denominator reays its hazy hezd...

A toxic £1amboyance ... wa¥ing & pinwheel ...
approzches the stage

where 1ines will be drawn with mechinicl pencils
by miznnequins in see-through outerwessr...

The problem of translation, yes? ...

zeroing-out the counters...thatsortof thing...



while just aboye the £i1l-1ine you spot the missing pieces...
the missing persons ... 2nd play through the midpoint
with nothing in mind but the faijed endgzme...
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You &re ticketed for going %11 the wiy on Zone-way street
in Chapter 18 of Finnegans Wake

channeling Here Comes Eyerybody ...

Zborderline personlity ... h&ppy only when pissed...
You h&i) 2n Uber &nd begin recording ...

hurrying nothing intomemory...

b&ekstory pushing through the g14ss ceiling

dumping you into &seance

with Emily Dickinson ... Voiceoyer'dby Terrence D&¥ies ...
Why do passersby do that?...

Dowh&at?...

Insertsieeyed DVDS...barcode windowed ...
intoenyelopes for return?...

No 1d€& e+ C1OSUTE, MEYHE? o oo

&fraid to 1eaye somethingundone? ...

You spend too much time in &n telier

taking the whee) from court-aZprointed best-selling
ceramicist Edmand de W& ...

Even the 8ilk Roid to clubs in Staten Is1and

has traps, pitted 48 it is with indiscretions...

&nd jabberwocky ...

ButIdosolike togrope...

YeS, e002Nd7 00s

And I cameoed in Chapter 3 of Psychotherapy for Dummics...
giving hezad to aphrenology prof ... I Zeed the course...
You need to take ' few days of f ..
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0f course there zre other matters...but thats for1ater...
Rightnow I'mnotsure...where...

If Znything you czn continue with pinspotting...

A minor mirzele has come to the fore



and with itseyerzl outlzndishments...

There's Zlways room for more

someone 8&id ... I'msure...

Look ...you're the one for this...

The clandestine underpins will goundocumented
snduwnnoticed...for the most part...

Its someone else'sbiiliwick, ENYyWEY ese

someone e1se's Pilates routine...

Just the other day, in faet, if I'm not mistaken...
Indeed, you'vebeen snipping pics for decides
gsunparalleled moments monopolized
yourunique feztures...
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Auditioning for the partof vialeton the street
of unparked cirs

you spin t&les of wild nights...wild nights...
silencing intim&tions of p&rochislism...
taking baek memories of baek seits

onbridges seen 5t dawn

from windows in apartments of unknown comics
whose eye contaet is partof theirshtick...
one-liners dressed to the nines

on stages setexponentizlly ... in powers of ten
by the enormously well-rezd

clutch one-way tickets

to what some c&]] P&lookayille «..

Mstoff the boardwalk in Atyantic City...
Zeity tied toyour DNA with 1emons

ripe for squeezingbenezth camo'd trench coats...
Are you still struggling with clzrity?...
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000 NOt trying hss become the whole point
- Mzggie Ne1son, Blucts

Trafficking in hidden zgendas with day-glopaint misses
the point X



Restorative innocence quells the spirit...

&nd makes playing modzl &1 Bill Evans an eye-patch drams
&8 if 1icking the clothing of f the fresco'd figures
on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel ...

awakening thebloom of 1115¢ES « e

twezking photos to edit the story

you want Facebook friends to commit to memory ...
Hamming itup...20, 30, 40years 2g0...

Your co-ham now gone, yes? «..

hissmile...an afterthought...

Why now the diszmbiguztion

of shouldering the burden s we stumbile &long with
the happiness? ...s%4ness? ... indifference? ...

of posting the past?...

Iam st past pedaling ...

Zpproprizting deep-throzt 1yrics for &h ayatar
gging outof & forgotten storybozrd...

Not trying hasbecome the whole plan ...

&nd nothingbut, yes?...
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Your Likert-type sczle with its eyen number of Znchors
renders fence-sitting impossibie ... Not that zhyone cares..
. Auditions for Pliayer-of-the-Month continue . . . The
constant gardener . . . The reassignment of persons plices
things...You &re rezssigned ...e1sewhere ... You &pply for &
s&bb&ticil . » « to study ins-zZnd-outs . .. redzetions . .
Expungements 1ike #'good neighbor . . . The bus stations of
your odyssey morph into empty rooms ... Mannequins Zppear..
. &nd color-code themselyes...to fitin ... Implied otherness
. ++ 18 not &n oft-used phrase ... Quickly, the storm of texts
grrives...uninyited... Rezding the odd numbered chapters..
. eyenly spaced . . o 18 one way to go . . « Questions from past
Players...hoping toscore...choke your Znswering machine.
. «» Your mother #ppeirs &nhd orders % chunk of suet for
goblumpki . . . Porcelzin-skinned Angelz;-the store owner's
wife, regches Zéross the counter ... with &'piece of fruit...
The window showcases bound, hanging cheeses . . . their
sharpness . . . the entrapment of memory . . . squeezing



through the fence ... dezling « « » Or not . . . A Proustizn
moment & wie de vi?ﬁ (XX )
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Instezd & forzy intoelectronic music...

You mzke do with the Zeoustics...

The tme through kicks itup notch

&long the can#) of your second chapter

which is pretty much good togo...

A low thin cloud inyZades the recording studio...
Ag&in, the emptiness

with 3dark function that takes on the 15te'80s
&8 if you haye isol&ted the indexes

which hold the order of players

58 1isted in the credits...which keep ro11ing...
There's rez]ly nothing todo here...

Does this ring 2be11% ...

Reczl) theboardwalk ... zhd the hookups

when eyeryone smoked or seemed to ...
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You mzde sure the sidings wereempty ...

The inexplicabie expliined in the margins

of chapbooks that haye taken f1ight

&8 &way to appropriste images

from Faeebook friends...

Squeezing through the mirror in the fun house

is z’fun thing to doon days when footnotes £413 ...
Do you fee] &8 obligited 5 you once did? ...

You telling me zbout your expertise

or wh&t you took tobe your expertise...

You certzinly h&éd your share

of forgotten moments...

when out of the blue you receiyed applications

for the position you hzd yet to zdyvertise...

Its &]1 in thebusiness cards, I guess...

A good thing you insisted on photo IDs...

The incidenta]l muasic proyved & fascinating backstory ...



one that held the 1istener
&nd prompted most toorder seconds «..
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Doyou think you're tilking to & normsl person here?
-D&yid Letterman

You h&ye become &'g&rdener of time

refusing to 2dmit to theory

to the notion of passage...

b&alancing world views on #’pinhezd

while cataloging the entrails of haprenstance...
Hopes, dresms, paradigms, yes? ...

come together 48 &' resolution of sorts...

of elemen'm of style «es0f chince ...

the harmonics of eachbrezth...

the sound deafening ... 25 you confrontsilence...
unzbie to contribute Znything &8 spellbinding
zsemptiness...
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